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~s~JUDGES ~ ~. ~-

~~~-~~ ,-
Commonwealth Superior Court: 82

seats; Justice Shannon Frison; who is also
a Marine as well as a Harvartl and
Georgetown graduate, is one of two
African-American judges.

~:
~, .1

Frison was appointed to Boston's
Municipal Courtin 2009 and confirmed to
the Superior Court in 2013; no
African-American judges have been
appointed to the high court since.

Massachusetts state data shows
that there are 374 trial court judges; only
39 of which are people of color.

Since the Baker-Polito
administration took office, there were
1,750 applications that were received by
the Judicial Nominating Commission (JNC);
only 61(3%) have been African-American
applicants.

1,150,309 applications have been

reviewed by the 1NC for Superior Court; of

the 309 applications only 12 (3.8%)have

been African-American applicants.

Governor Baker's office said that of

his administration's 138 
appointments,

only 24 have been people of ~o~ beent~ 
an

African-American lu de eor Court by theappointed to the S p
administration.

~. ~-_
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- Juries are supposed to be

representative of the

population where the trial is

taking place, i.e. a jury

consisting of one's peers.

e ̀S
s ~ ther bens.. F:~r.s.:^ ~ oo\s , um

r~ahy 3 ~{ rer~e~ 0~ ~o~or ,p 9reot d to ,~~o'P~ ~o an
~h~te ~eods -

G~enr exctrnple of-.~~ Wh~~h'~o ~̀oha\ J~ry +~_ this is in the case of R~,~~~ h t'o'P , ~"~ _~~. Reed, who 
odney

~~. v 'P ,~ ~.~ ,_ , . ~ ~~ was tried Q
~"~~,` ~ .,~ ~ti found guilty of abd 

nd

;.~ ~.. rape, and murder
~- r~~ ~~ . ~ Year o~ 

of a 19
,~:, 

.. 
d white woman in

~. , ~-~ ti,. ~ ~~ Texas. TMe J;, .. ury that was~r~ =. ~ selected was all W .'~-~ R~~~ ~ hite,W~'.~ .~ . ,~' despite that not being
.,~; ;~ " ~- -~I ►'epresentQtive of the IocQlb? i

„~",_ . population.i~ Y~ _ pesprte --, _ _ ~ - -- __— __they ``~\ ~ .
__

~r /v
~bStQntiQ/ e yed e~n9 ~ ; . .~ -

was d t~ the ~deQhce that I y' ~ .~ ; , ~ ~'
hirh innocent, the th~~ Reed I " 'wqs 9ui1 ty, His deQ~UrY found

~utr p~Stp°ned dUe t~ hOwe~er
act~~gs e °t the 

ruling 
onub/~~

~S r~9ht.s St~ndin9 uP ford
what

- "While the Supreme Court has ;~ "~~ -
e

t' ~ _.. 
y: ..~ .

prohibited the use of race as

a rationale for using `
peremptory challenges,
numerous studies have shown

that black members of the

jury pool are systematically

more likely to be excluded

from juries in many contexts" h There

8~ ConvlNc~ gates basetl ory
IurY 

co~ryPosiHo~

I°~" 80a
v

°'
@ 75
0
u
S
c
u° ~0

J°~'-W~_at Least OneBlack Person

ore ore

.peoosS~~o d~ w ~ by S~`A/ ~e h ~d;
or~oe~~`%~y h°~e o ~~ec~ he es ~h~

SQ~e ~ ê  ro9 ~`ho e°̂ d Sher

Q ~e~eo v~h r~ e oh whor ~~nehog. ~ jpe owe ~ d ho ore

they~ oe,, rQc S~~eoi~e~y ~ pe~A~~wh e QS he o o e

91ack
~e/en... O~~Ose~/
White ̀  v ~LO

De%n..,

- The great difference in the

results of rulings when there is

racial representation in a jury

compa►'ed to one with no
diversity is alarming, and brings

to light how the government 
and

judicial systems do not seem to

hove a problem with this and

continue to do it despite the

easy change of making sure 
tha~

the jury pool is actually 
diverse

and truly representative of 
the

population.
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' . ~~' '~-~ FALSE
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~~~~~`'~ ~ INCARCERATIONS~ -~_
~~ A recent case of false

~~ncarcerat~on has to b e the

r.,L Rodney Reed case. Rodney

Reed was gong to be

ordered for execution on

November 20th, 2019. He was

gou~nd guilty for the

~ abduct~o~n, rape, and

murder of 19 yr old Stacy

5t~ites ~~n Bastrop, Texas.

The jury that made the ~~,
decision was an ail white
jury. He was ~nvoived with
Stites in a consensual
sexual relat~o~nshi~p, but due

to the fact that there was

evidence of Rod~ney's DNA on

her body, the jury found him

gu~ity despite the fact that

the hair found on her body

d~d~n't even match Rod~ne~'r 
This goes to show that

the court system fails men

of color because there was

so much wrong with how

they ~i~nvest~gated her death

They didn't test the murder

weapon ether so they don'i

know who ACTUALLY killed

her.
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