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~oldier q-.,izzed . in 
• Blind Bate' Slaying 

Of Salem Girl, 14 
A suspect was taken into custody I.ate last night- and grilled 

)r two hours in the-murder of Marie· Rose Lacombe, 14-year­
ld Salem High School student, criminally assaulted ana battered 

I to death Sunday while keeping a blind date at the 
pehest of a girl friend in the rear of Salem High 
School football field: -
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The suspect, a soldier from Beverly, admitted to Salem 
and State Police that he was in the girl's company up to 
8:30 p. m. on Sunday, the night of the murder. He said he 
attended the movies with her and parted company with her ! 

TWO CAMERA STUDIES OF MARIE ROSE LA COMBE · 
At Age of~ (le'it) a~d Latest One 

at a bus terminal at 8:30 p. m.' · He left,' he said, to meet two 
frien0c; , Detectives are checking on his story. 

When the girl's body was found one shoe was torn off 
and her wnite scarf was wound tightly about her neck in an 
unsuccessful attempt at strangttlation. The ground about . 
her showed a struggle had taken place. Her head had been 
battered with a rock. · 

"I believe she was attacked and · 
killed at the spot where her body 
was found," Dist. Atty. Hugh A. 
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Cregg declared. , Page '1 -Thurs., Nov; t, 1944 THE BOSTON AILY RECORD ! 
"She was beaten unmercifully _ , , 

witharockorsomebluntinstru- , ''Salem Girl -Lured to Death! 

POLICE LT. J. F. BATES 
Probing New Slaying 

ment and her head was split open 
from ear to ear. 

"The murderer tried to strangle 
her with her scarf but it was not 
strong enough for that. Her 
death was due to a fractured 
:Skull." 

The "blind" date may have been 
the first one the girl eyer went 

· on, the au~orities believe, for 
she was described by her school- . 
mates as a shy girl who never I 
had any boY- friends and was so 
strictly reared that she never 

Continued on Page 12 

. . • I 
Contg\\ied From Page I of the crime-come forward and panions. He forbade her to go to 

aid the authorities. dances. 
went--'clut nights, except to go to He will talk singly with girl Marie had got her mother on 
Q>,.{ movies with girl friends. or boy friends of the victim. her side in her efforts to have 

., ·This morning Asst. Dist Atty. About 60 students ·Who knew the, t~e same enjoyment as her girl 
girl best will be questioned. · friends and lately had been given 

J . L. Callahan will seek to enlist LAST SEEN AT TERMINAL _ an evenin&" dress · by one of ~er 
, th~ aid of the entire student body chwns, Alice Betts, 15, of Milk 
' of Salem High School in the Tbe time of the girl's death_ ls st., Salem. The latter had also 

searc~ for the girl's murderer. s~t between 8 :15 p. m. and mid- promised her a pair of dancing 
He ·w11l talk to an assemblage of mght on Sunday. S~e was last slippers. She ho~d later to go to 
students at 10 o'clock. seen at a bus termmal at 8:~ dances - · 

Callahan will_ ask tha! any stu- p. ~-• by a girl friend ~ho was The· Betts girl was questioned 
1 dent who has mforma~10~ about curious to know who !darie wo~ld at SOIJle length by police as to her l 

the last' hours _ of the v1ctun or of meet th~re and waited_ outside knowledge of the victim's where- I' 

any person with ~horn she ~as the tern_unal for :J- long time. S~e abouts on Sunday but said she 
, ,.seen on Sunday mght-the mght told police she did not see Marie had not aeen ber at all since ! 

7 emerge. i da. ,,-,.~a anct not'[' d -~~...,.,., I 
1 It is believed she went ou~ Ughter was mis1 ~e P91ic;e his ' y 
, rear entrance and that she . .. Marie, in additi sing. 

have kept her date there wr111H on to_ her other n 
· her unknown companion. The ~ lished pi11n- id 

lice were told that she had be~ . 
corresponding with a sailor wt, ~ 
was being granted a leave of al ,f/11!!!!!!:--' 
sence about this time. · 1 . -~ • 

Search_ by Lt. Raymond J. Fo.&S ____ -~ ·
1 and other members of the st · -
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Salem Sex 
Murder 

Scene 
Her .. skull . ·crushed, 

· apparently . from a 
· beating inflicte·d while -
resisting ·-advances of 
an assailant, :the body . 
of Marie · Rose La­
Combe; J 4,: Salem 
High School stude~t. : 

. was. found yesterday 
on grounds surround­
ing Bertram Field . in . !@A 
the rear · of the high ,ecN,,, 

school. "The girl's at­
tacker had tried to 
strangle .. her with a 
white scarf she wore. 
The victim's clothing 
was in disorder and 
one shoe to.rn off. 
Missing since Sunday 
evening, the girl had 
been keeping a' blind 
elate, so authorities 
think. 

( Story, O~er . 
Photos. on Page 3 

:;. •nd Back Page) .. "· '. , .. ___ .. .• 
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SALEM, MASS., THURSDAY,' NOVEMBffi 9~ '1944/-
. . . .. . -~: . ,..._, 

SCENE OF BRUTAL ~E~ SL_AYING 
Shown· Here .Is the Covered Body of ·l\:larie .Lacombe Fou n d Near Bertram J<' leld Yesterday. Marshal u arklns and 

State Officials Are Shown Investigating the Sc.en e. In I Backgrou,itd ·can Be Seen Stadium Stan!ls · 

/ 
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Slain Girl, Youth Left 
Bus Near Attack Scene 
Marie Rose LaCombe, 14-year-old Salem High School sophomore, got 

off a Boston-bound bus with a dark- haired good looking young man wear­
ing a "finger-tip" coat on Sunday night in front of Salem High School, a 
~. R •few hours before she was ravished and slain in the rear of the football 

L c ar,i ·14 field, authorities were informed last night. 
s:,e;ms1:·yin~ D_uring the day inve~tigators rounded _up f2_ur witnesses, three of 

yicfim was them grrl schoolmates, who said they had seen her m the · 
seen at 8:30 comp'7ny of this youth. All ~greed on his descript~on. But 
Sunday night most rmportant of all the witnesses was a bus dnver who 
with a good- placed them both at the scene of the crime. 
looking dark- He is John Vetro, 40, a driver for the Eastern Massachu­
haired 'youth setts Street Railway Co., who came forward to tell his story 

___ ._ to Asst. Dist. Atty. J. Elmer Callahan. 

Bus Ride Is 
Slaying Clue 

Continued From Page a 
serious and it was possible she 
might be placed in a hospital. 

While the body of the slain girl 
lay in state her classmates from 
her room in high school appeared 
at the funeral home in a body, 
and were followed by hundreds of 
Qther children and adults. Philip 
Levesque, proprietor of the funeral 
home, estimated some 2000 paid 
their respects from noon to four 
o'clock. 

Because of Mrs. LaCombe's col­
lapse, funeral arrangements were 
changed, with the result that a 
requ.im mass will be solemnized 
at 9 a. m. today in St. Joseph's 
Church, Lafayette st. Burial will 
be in St. Mary's Cemetery. 

~--

He said the girl and the youth boarded his bus at 8:30 
p. m. on the night of the murder. He particularly recalled 

TOWN HOUSE SQ., SALEM, BUS TERMINAL 
Cross Shows Where Marie R. LaCombe Was Last Seen 

them, he said, because as the bus was picking up speed on 
Highland aye. they came down the aisle without signalling 
that they wanted to get off. 
RECALLS REBUKING COUPLE 

Vetro said he jammed on t he 
brakes and brought the bus to 
a stop after rebuking them for 
failing to pull the signal cord. 
The girl put 10 cents in the fare 
box for both and he noticed that 
she wore a brown Teddy Bear 
coat and a white scarf about her 
neck. 

gold link bracelet. The watch, a 
seven-jeweled. Waltham, with a 
rolled gold case, bears the factory 
number 28146391. It is sixe six 
and one-half. 

Throughout the day inspectors 
from the office of Dist. Atty. 
Hugh A. Cregg questioned scores 
of the victim's fellow students at 
Salem High. When the descrip­
tion of her companion of the fate­
ful night was received this was 
flashed about to high schools in 
the adjoining cities of Beverly

1 Peabody, Marblehead, Lynn ana 
Danvers, with a request to check 
on any youth whom it fits. School 
heads mere also asked to inform 
the authorities of any youth 
missing from his classes this 
week. 
GffiL FRIEND MISSING 

PoUce departments were also 
asked to see if the missing watch 
had been disposed of in any of the 
neighboring cities. 

It was disclosed that a friend 
and occasional companion of 
Marie has been missing since Aug. 
26 last. Constance Sparkas Apos­
tolos, 16, of Schmidt ave., Pea­
body. Her mother, Mrs. Helen 

These garments were on the Sparkos Apostolos is fearful that 
girl's body when found, the her daughter may have met the 
scarf wound tightly about her fate of Marie. 
neck in an attempt at strangula- "Connie," as she was popularly 
t ion. known, was last seen at her place 

Vetro remembered that t he of employment, the Sylvania 
youth wore brown shoes with Electric Products Co., Inc., Bos-
leather heels because they cUcked ton st,, Salem. She was de-
loundly as he came down t he aisle. scribed as 5 fe'et 5 inches tall, 135 
He described him as being about pounds in weight, with light com-
16 or 17 years old, clean shaven, plexion, light brown hair and 
two inches taller than the girl brown eyes. Mrs. Apostolos, 
and wearing a light, finger-tip whose first h u s band, John • 
coat of the kind popular with high Sparkos, a veteran of World War 
school students. . CONSTANCE APOSTOLOS 1, died in 1932, has a son Michael, 

He said he thought the girl LI • , Ch "I u• • recently reported missing in ac-
had a tooth missing on one side ,.,,ar,e s um,.., so ,.,,,ss,ng tion by the Navy Department. 
of her mouth. The youth he de- . . . 2000 PAY RESPECTS 
scribed as dark-complexioned. but the gi rls _did not thmk he Mrs. Lacombe, who with her 
Shown a picture of Marie he said was a Salem high school student. husband and sons, Louis, 15, and 
there was no doubt as to her WATCH MISSING Paul, 12, went to the Levesque 
resemblance to the girl on his bus. While the authorities think the funeral home on Harbor st., -col-

A schoolmate of the victim said cr.ime the act of a sex fiend who lapsed when the ~o~y of her !>nly 
she saw Marie near Webber's first beat the girl unconscious be- daughter _was laid m state _m a 
department store in Town House fore attacking her they also re- sealed white casket over which a 
sq. It is in this square the bus vealed that rob~ry may have spray ~f red roses J:iad been placed. 
terminal is located. Two other been a secondary motive. Bakecommg ,hydsterichal,. _she lwledas 
schoolmates wno had been at- . , . . t en home an a P ys1c1an ca , 
tending a movie told investigators T~e girls Vl'.r1st _watc_h, _given _as but her condition continued to be 

. . . a brrthday gift, 1s m1ssmg with 
they met Marie with th~s you.th. her purse containing $3.10 and a Continued on Page 1S 
None of the four recognized hun, ' 

,. 



Girl's Slayer · Found Gas 
Oln.iinued. From l"aj!e S 

'ilme 11h€• hBd Hen him was Mon­
,ay morning about II o'clock 

"He came into my house and 
iook from his pc,cket a piece · of 
j>aper on which was written a 
:tiarne and address. He asked me 
to spell the name out t hat was 
-written on the paper, as he was 
toing to put lt in his note book." 

''It was the name of the dead 
~d . . 

brother GaJJed >nt rmd iald · he by Fpmk S21ymanowicz, 26, one­
wanted the watch and bracelet I time Lynn l!isb~asher, who sought 
t Jd him it looked &uspic-jo~c a night'11 lodging at the Putnam, 0 · . ~, ct. police itation. 
where the watc~ and bracelet Szymanowicz was confronted 
".Vere so much like those taken with the tlain glr-1'111 picture and 
from the dead girl. He said it con1'essed ravishing imd 1,laying 
was not the a;ame girl." her. 

Dist. Atty. Cregg 1:tated that A fow h.ours later 8zymanowicz 
after the watch and his addresf completely :repudiated the confes­
book were returned to Wilfred by sion and declared he had been in 
his sister detectives from the Sa- Brooklyn, N. Y., on the Sunday 
lem police department and State when the Salem girl was killed. 
Police covered every known place Police Com. John Dempsey of 

"Hf told his iiister he met this that the young man could be. Yes- Putnam 1;ald the suspect had ap­
~l'l at the bus terminal Sunday terday morning a call was re- parently confused the Salem vic­
llight, and had taken her down ceived from the occupant of the tim with another girl named 
to the Common and assaulted rooming house stating gas was Marie, whom he claimed to have 
1ler. He i.aid he was more or less coming from a locked roorri. Po- met three weeks earlier. 
~\shamed of himself tor doing it lice went down there and found Who or where this other Marie 
but If ht> didn't do it wmebody the 11uspect dead. was, no one knows. 
tJse would have. He ls an ex-service man, being · 

"On Wednesday morning police inducted into the Anny Feb. 25_ MOTHE RESTRAINED 
amid he showed his sister a clip- 1943, and honorably discharged Earlier in the day the funeral : 
;>ing of a girl missing, ,md the for medical disability ori May 7, of the slain girl took: place in : 
bister iaid, "Why t hat ic,, the 1493. Salem, with solemn high mass of i 
flame name as that of the girl requiem at St. Joseph's Church. ·; 

t
ou w. rote in your notebook" He The siSler lived on Florence st. , Among those who attended the 1 

aid, ·"Oh, no, I have a date with in Middleton., Cregg said. services were some 30 high school i 
er for next Saturday night." State Troopers Knightly and sophomores, students in the dead ' 
"He left the sister', home at Chaison from Topsfield barracks. girl's · classrnom, accompanied by 

gave the information of Wilfred"s pri·nci·pal Chester A Arnold and :i;ine o'clock Thursday. The sister · identity to the district attorney's v1·ce Pn"nclpal P T Kenneally 

t:id, ··on Nov. 6, which was · · · · 
ond.ay, Wilfred gave me a office la te Thursday night. Cregg Bearers were eight high school 

said he didn"t care to re"eal · th f th t · 
'
~"atch and bracelet." They were semors- ree o · .em s ars on 
••• where they got their information. r·h t tba)l tea Arma d Long · ~escribed as the same type ta ken . . . , e 00 · .., m- n . -
from the dead girl's body. That The district attorney E state- val, Do~a}d uoolsby, Don?ld Pm- : 
~ · b ut ~ p m . ment foJJowed by several hours tras, William Dash, Francis W_r1g- , · ~-'k: t~ld :is ;ist~r i.o put them repudiation of a confession made ley, Henry Upton, Ralph Gray, 
~way and not to show them to . 
,llJlyone, no matter who. He said ! 
be bought them in a second }rnnd I 
11tore and paid $5. ! 

"On Thursday morning my ' 

Suicide 
Jr. e.nd Richard Douglal'J. Rev. 
Paul i , :Martin f:elebrn.ted tlie 
mass. 

When the ~aslu;t w& ·being <:~n­
ried lnto thfl ,church M1 s. Joseph 
La.Com~ broke from her hos­
band's grasp · find tried tc fiing ! 
herself upon lt. i;he was 1esiraJnro 
and led Into th~ church weeping. 
Burial was in St. Mary'11 Ceme• 
tery, 

I 
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1Murder ConteS·SiOJlln 
18,epudiated by .· Sufp,eCt ., 

. . /. - . .. 
Lynn Dish Washer Was Held at Putn~, Cc>nn· .-

\ 
\ 

- - - - ----- -~ . While Saiem. police ~ere ~ route to Putnam, _Conn., toda¥ 
toqueation· a 26-year-old Lynn ctiai:'wuher . who had confeued 
to· the mm-der of 14.;.year-old Marie .Rose~~ of Salem 
on Sunday night, the Associated Prus ;reported Po-lice Comlm. 
John Dempsey of Putnam u IIIID0'81C111S that ~ •~ had 
repudiated the confession. · , -: . ·. . . 

Reports fr~m the Connecticut city, · But · triaan1ucb u · Pu~ police · 
had obt.a.tnecl .& signed ~nffJl!ldon, 1n 

just aer06S the· state line near -Web- which the 1U11pect .sets forth that he 
ster, Mass., indicate;! tpat th., su■- met "a .girl na.med. ,•M&rte" 1n a ea­
pect · Frank Szymanowtcz, had con- lemi~theatfe _and ltept an ~t­
fess~ to the- brutal murder of the ment with . b~r th&t . ■ame n~ht, 
Salem High school sophomore during ':i!arahlil Barldna cUapatcbecl Lt. Jobn 
the night, eomettme after he had J , Brennan and Sgt~ -niomaa 11'· Hyde 
applied to police 1n Putnam for a ·to ~eeticut,-to que■tlon S$1Jll&llO-
nlght's lodging. · ·· Ha k'-· nnd wtce. , · 'U' •• 

1 Both Marshal Jobn. C. r ,...., . At the bOdy of .14.year-old - e . 
Asst. Dist. Atty'. J . ,Elmer Callahan, Rose ~be was betn,: l&ld at rest 
who ls· dtrectlng the investlgat-lon for tn· Bt. Mary'■ cemetery th1II momlng, 

,,. 

........... 
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I the Essex county prosecutor's offlce, Salem pollce .were .speeding toward 

were reluctant :to say that the crime Putn11JD., conn., unaware that the al•t ______ ;ill:zzl:nl~~mlmJmJmmm~mm:m:m:m=--•------.:.'\ appeared aolved when they were t.p- . .(MlJBDEB-) . . 
prised of the arrest of · azymanowlcz, Continued -on Pap- Twenty-two, 

f ~w~h~os~e'.._:h~o~m~e~11!1~· l~n~U~ti~f~a::_, :_N:·:::··:_Y:,:. __ ..,_:._..::,=::=.:._.:._ ___ ,:_ __ -:-__ """".1 
Dfsrtusstr. g cfle~ t;oiinec'ticlll, fnc:1-. noine 'roofu.teac er, pupU&"cif'st:4'~~~-, 

den; tc ev,iuate 1o6a1 overnl;Jht de- seph'■ school and Slsters .. of the ·A&-
velopments1 it would appear that the sumptlon of St. JOl!llph's ch .n 
slayer of the attractlv · ' gh school Sll!lters of Ste. Chretlenne · ""··· 
girl ls a youth of no wvre than 16, The pall bearers, all · mem 
a good-looking, dark-haired lad, who 'J'he Senior CJUII 
from all accounts was well-dreased. at Salem High school, wer: 

From ·ibe information -obtained Dash, Francis Wrigley, 
t hroughout; yesterday and last night by, Donald Poltr&l!I, H 
by Callahaµ, Marie's ·esoort was a typl- Armand Longval, Ralph 
cal yo\lllg' 'teen-ager, . who wore a and Richard Doyle. . . 
smart, tan arm-length topcoat· when The flag at Salem Hlgb 
he trip~ along Washington street at half mast. >o.t-._ 
with . her at about 8 .30 on Sunday There were floral plecll'Jiere J> 
n ight, thp night she was crlmlne.111 Jeffrey Bros. Co., nelgJIIJJe llt , 
assaulted and murdered 1n the shad- of :J:Julldnlg 29• secof( 
o o;s of th~ Bertram field football sta- General Electric Co.,i 1'>rir1;11 · · home room, first p( "a ~ 
dlum. · High, teachers and ( SJro

01
~ 

Police were somewhat puzzled to . High and many othf 'l'llee , 
find that the girl's clothing was not• Yesetrday 's inve111, 1 
torn, alt hough she had been crlm- questioning of abouiJ or l(. 
lnally assaulted. · On this point they st11.dents, who · anaweile [,., ,· 
concluded that she evidently knew tr th 1 t 1 ......: ... .. "' j · t om e pr nc pa . ~nes..,, --·, .... 
and t rusted the person lihe had me Arnold, to· "come forward with ·any 
on the night of her death. tnfortnat1on t __ hat might be of &ld to , 

·Reconstructing events leading up· the authorities."· · · · 
to discovery of the lifeless bOdy in After carefully piecing together 
the Bert ram flel!i gully, a stone'■ information obtained trom this and 
throw from the field where thA! Sa- other sources, both the district at- I 
lem High school football equad runs torney and . his . assts.tant, Callahan, 
through afternoon rrllls, these con- clung to the bellef...that Marte, when , 
clualona were reached : last seen alive; was ·w1tli a youth ofl 

That ·the 14-year-old · girl; who clean-cut appearance, a ·1ad whd 
could easily have passed for 17, was looked ·to .. be about 16; . / 
seen at the afternoon· performance in . Theorizing· as :to the .. girl's mote~ 
the Paramount theatre on Sunday. ments, Callahan.- seems to tli1nk tql/ 11 

lt was about 5 o'clock when· she re~ ·af~er leaving the .Jeffery . bciine luc, ~ 
t urned home, lt -was learned, and · at of! canal street, the high schoo\ \\ 
that time shes asked her mother's sophomore went directly to · Lane' 
permission to go out after supper. drug store -on Essex street, where she 
Both her mot her and father refused, Spent Some Time . Ch&ttlrir- , 
insisting that she had spent enough with a. group of boys and girls- of 
tlm'! away from home during the day. her own age. . . 

When the family sat down to She 1s next placed at the , corner 
supper Marte said Of North · and Essex streets, shortly 

before 8 .30.· Then, Callahan revealed, ' 
Systematic Checkup she was seen 1li t):!.e vicinity of the I 

among her known frlend11. One of bUs terminal, on Washington street. 
t he first places he visited was the .Later she was · seen walking with• the I 
home of Alice Bees on Mlnt 11treet, eiustye . youth tn the _ ·direction . of 1 15-year~old schoolmate of Marie, a.nd Town House square .. _. ·· · I 
probably the _ latter's closest girl Still later, Matt~ and ,her ecort are · 
friend . But Alice, a pretty auburn- · said to have.· tlighted from , a Lynn-· ; 
hatred sophomore, had not seen bound bus on- -Htghlan!i avenue, . at 
Marte since last Friday. 'rhat day Jackson street. Thlll disclosure· came 
the glrlB ent to the Bess home after · from an Eastern -Massachusetts bus 
school, Marte stay!ng until supper dl'iver, Jack vetro, who _ w~ ques, 
time, as Wll6 her wont. . . · tloned at the district attorney's .office 

Alice told, p0!1ce she didn't know last night. , 
anything of her friend's plans to go ·vet ro sald . Marte and · her com-
to the aPramount Sunday afternoon panlon were · the first · to ·· board · hls 
or of a.ny date Ith a boy. As a mat- Boston-bound bus. at the Salem ter­
ter of fact, Alice said, Marte was not mirial a few mtnU:tes· before a.so 
interested ln boys and regularly re- o 'clock Sunday night. , He recalled 
jected r equests for dates; that the girl paid the fares, dropping 

Qllce .was ill .and remained away_ a · dlme tn the . ·box for two rides 
from school Monday and didn't learn within the five-cent zone .. 
of her chum's dlsappeara_:qce _:~mtll . As he was starting up after leav-

(Murder-). 
.,. continued From First Page 

,/ 

leged slayer b,ad r- hl1 original 
story. ·. 

Sgt. Norbert De5roslers, who · ls said 
to have obtained the '. 'confession," 

· said the suspect 
. Had One 10 Cents 

when . he: came to the pollce stat ion 
and asked for lodging because "he 

MARIE ROSE LACOMBE 

didn't want to stay in the dark." 
A selective · service card, the ser~ 

geant added, indicated that the Utica 
man had reg11!1t.ered tor the draft with 
Essex county, Local Board 91, in Lynn 
and · had been rejected for military 
service on a 4-F classification. 

_At the Lynn address given by the 
suspect lt · was learned from Mrs. 
Anna Castle, a second cousin by 
marriage, that she had not seen him 
since a year ago last October, · when 
he came on from Utlca for selective 
service examination and was turned 
down. . 

Mrs. Castle a widow, described the 
man in custody of Putnam· police as 
being about 26, having light hair and 
a ·thin ,face. She revealed in passing 
that he had a penchance for seeing 
the: same movie two or three times . . 

These · observations bv . 11. wom,.n . 

was strict, but then agree lt wa■ the 
.right way," Mrs. Jeffery recalled. 

She Wasn't Hungry . 
and went off by herself. But~· later, · 
she said she felt like having so~­
thlng sweet and went to a net.h -
hood store, where she bou ''P';;:.o 
pastry, and probably a-ie bo ~, ~ · 
way home. She was a-baen u.,_ 
half an hour. · · e · 

In this Interval, her f "ar:i.:/.;. 
Marte must hace comp! il:iai,, 
ment■ for a date, whlc o' e 
been proposed In the tciie 
. At about 7 o'clock ¢Ul r 
parents she was goln c, 8 

Jeffery chUdren 11.nd ~e"P-1';, '· 
nothing unusual In 0t&. 
she picked µp her br e-¢ ; 
pocketbook and mod · t"P- •· 
"So long." She hac1...,qttel\· ~ "" 
of the . children of ~e neighbor 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Jeffery. · 

She evidently went directly to the 
Jeffery home, diagonally across the : 
street, and asked Mrs. Jeffery if ehe I 
needed J::ler help. This 

Surprised Mrs. -Jeffery . . . 
Inasmuch as there had been · · no~ 
earlier mention of having the glrl 
care for the chlldreri. 

Mrs. Jeffery noted, howeve., that I 
the girls cheeks appeared flushed 
and her dark eyes sparkled with ex&· 
c:tement as she st ruggled to. suppi;eBII 
some inner emotion . ·. ---

Thia struck her as being so 11tra1 
that she· afterward asked her h ' 
band if he had noticed. anything · 
usual ln the girl's behavior. Jefi 
agreed ■he had something on 
mind. Marte Rose remained oniy 1 
minutes and was on her way. 

Although Mrs. Jeffery made no ln 
qutry as to where the girl was going 
Marte Rose volunteered that . she .,,,,--, 
going with her family to vlslt / 
aunt who llves 1n • Sal~ ~ _ 
course, such was not the '6~ for sf 
was last seen alive shortly- afterwr •. 
In . the vlclnlty ·or the downtown L 
terminal . · • , 

Early Monday morning thv · 
com bes sent one of their .two , l' 
sons to the Jefferys to .see f{ 
girl had stayed there. overnigl 
though she had never done t 
fore, Mrs. Jeffery said. 

8

...1 -.:; 
Later, the fat!\er, who was ~ 

he remained away from:":'-· · ~·· 
a Peabody contract 1 search . fOr his daugh 

Despite the startling 
velopments, the fune 
ducted as scheduled. t 
The cortege left the Lev 

To st. Joseph'■ 
where Rev. P&ul s: M ---. 
sung the high ma.as of re.\ · 

As the pall bearen1 ~~ 
the slde entrance of the ,· '·· . . , 
cr11"'1'• n,nt.h...,. u~ Q _naa 'k. t_,..;..:...-~. 
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· s I ayer of 'S·a'le.MSchOdf 
Git I Ends Lif e:With Gas 

' ' . . ~·; 

. While detecti~es from State" and Salem police were rapidly closing in 
on him, the sex-fiend slayer of14~year-old Marie Rose LaCombe, Salem High 
School sophomore, dramatically ended his own life in a Bridge st., Salem, 
~ • lodging house; Dist. Atty. Hugh A. Cregg of Essex County revealed late 

REPUDIATES­
CONFESSION. 
Frank Symano­

. wici, 26, held 
without charge 
in Putnam, Ct., 

· jail, repudiated 
. his alleged 

confession. to 
the slaying of 

Marie R. 

yesterday. The slayer, identified by Dist. Atty. Cregg as Wilfred J. Mar­
quis, 21, of Charter st., Salem, an ex-soldier believed to have a jail record, 
was found in a gas-filled room with a tube in his mouth lea~-,-
ing to an open gas jet. . · 

Credit for establishing the identity of the slayer of the 
high school . girl, who crushed her head with a rock and 
ravished her, was given Q.\' the prosecutor to two State troop­
ers, Arthur Chaisson and William Knightly. · 

Marie's Wrist watch and bracelet; which were missing 
when her battered body was found in the rear of the Salem 

LaCombe, .14, Supported by : · 
of Salem. her husband and. 

Police said he her brother• ,. 
apparently in-law Paul 

confused the LaCombe, Mrs. 
victim :with Rose l,.aCombe, 

· another girl grief-strick- · · 
·_named Marie. en mothe; 

· ~-- ~ of the s/~in · 
'--~~~----t- Marie R: 

'' 

LaC~mbe, 14, 
. is assisted into 

St. Joseph's • 
Church, Salem, 

lor funeral · 
rites. Dis- · 

. fraught mother 
. was restrained 
· from throw- · 

, ing herself on . 
daughter's · c;as­

ket at ceine-=-­
tery. 

the mystery of the killing, 1t was stated. . 
Immediately aft-er cleaning up the case Dist.-Atty. Cregg 

; high schoo. I football fi_el~, pl~yed a prominent part in solvii 

· said he was starting . another. investigation to~~termin . 
whether: young Marqms, who! 1t w_as known, was ~ I 
at the time, had any connection with the· brutal slaymg of ·___,---------­
frances Cochran of .Lynn. 

The district attorney's · state­
ment on · the Lacombe case 
follows: . 

"The police knew at 10 o'clock 
last night (Thursday night) who 
killed the girl. The information 
came · to us through the work of 
two · State policemen, Arthur 
Chaisson and William_Knightly. 
They brought the information to 
the Salein police. · 

"We have followed leads around 
to various places which · he had 
visited but failed to · find him. 
Today (Friday) we did find him 
dead. His name was Wilfred J. 
Marquis. He was 21 years old, 
and formerly lived at 24 Charter 
st., Salem. · 

"The . body was found at 134 
'Bridge st., Salem, in a rooming 
house. The landlady discov.ered 
the body at 11 o'clock this morn-
iriging (Friday), He took the . .. .. 
room Thursday. There was a tube MARIE LA COMBE'S' CASKET BORNE INTO SALEM CHURCH 
in his mouth. Slain Girl's Classmates Bearers at St. Joseph's ,, 

"His father's name is Ernest. 1~~~~~~~~~~~~ ------------ · 
An autopsy • is now being per- drinking. He said, 'No. I should 
formed on ~he _dead man's b~dy ftfdht at Home ·have got a jug Saturday night.'" 
by Dr. Cusick and Dr. Moritz, -;;;;;;e;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; The father told Cregg he didn't 
with- Lt. Walker of the State - follow -the conversation . any fur-
Police present. We believe that _he Frank Szymanowicz, former ther. They we~t to sleep, he said, 
had been in Illinois and had fm- Lynn di',h washer who fir,t con• and at six in the morning the fa. 
ished a prison sentence there re- .feued to the Marie LaCombe at- ther went to work. The son went 
cently." tack and later repudiated hi, to visit his sister. 

"The father of the dead boy told confeuion, told Putnam. Ct., au- Wilfred returned home on Tues-
- - · • , , -•- thn.-iti.,• be _ha4 ofJ,n J,een in day. his father told officials. He 

. . •; ·. : - _ -- ~::l.~ ' "!'~ ~ . --:...( 
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Sought for 17 Hours Afterfamily Gives Clue to Him as Killer---· · 
Dead by Illuminating Gas Fumes When found----Bragged · 

of AtfacK on birr to His Father and· Sister After Crime 
i-------,---- - + 

L • 

- Had Victim's Name in ·Notebook 
. and Her Watch----Bloodstains · -

1 Also Noticed on Clothing 

Solution of Frances Cochran's __,.. 

Murder May Have Been Lost 
· I - With. Young Stayer's Ueatb·: · 

' - - -
WR, RE MURDERER CO}.[MITTED SUICIDE . 

a TOOIU on the top floor of this old colonial mansio~ at -~34 Br_1dge1rrcel, 
n Salem, \Vilfrcd ' Marquis, m rderer of Salem girl, k1Jlcd lnmse • 



Slain Girl Seen With Lad 
, I 

Of 16 at 8.3Q 'Sunday Evg./ 
"Handsome" Dark 

+ 
She wasn'•t Hungry 

and went off by herself. But, later, 
she said she felt like having some­
thing sweet and went to a neighbor­
hood store, where she bought some ',. 
pastry, and- .probably ate It on the 
yay home. She was absent for about 
pal! an hour. 

In this Interval, both her parents 
and the Jeffery family agreed, _:?4arie 

qst have completed arrangements 
for · a date, which could have been , 

At about 7 o'clock she told her par• 
proposed in the afternoon, 
ents she -was going to mind the Jef• 1 

1 fery children and they detected 
1 nothing unusual In her behavior as 
she picked up•her brown draw-string 
pocketbook and ma.de them · a casual 

l"So long.'' · 
1 She evidently went directly to the 
Jeffery home, diagonally across the 
street; and asked Mrs, Jeffery 1t

1 
she 

needed her help, This . 
surprleed Mrs. Jeffery i Inasmuch as there ha.cl been no ear­

. lier mention of having · the girl care 
)r the children . 

'drs. Jeffery noted, however. that 
, girl 's cheeks appeared flushed 
-~~ r dark eyes sparkled _with. ex• 

• · , t as she struggled to suppress 
'-~1er em.otlon. 
,J truck her as being so strange 

e afterward asked her hus­
l he had noticed anything un­/e., in the girl's behavior. Jeffery 

~ she had something on ber 

~ 
1. Marie Rose remained only 10 
utes and was on her way. 
though Mrs. Jeffery made no in• 

, .iry as to where the girl was going, 
. arie Rose volunteered that she was 

I 
I 

Youth Sought ·• in Lacombe Murder 

· (Slain Girl-. ) 
Continued From First Page 

young victim. was In a state of col­
lapse after identifying the bOdy as 
It lay in a barren gully, just oft a 
path near the football s.tacijum _ alopg 
which Hl,gh. scqool students soine­
times take a "short cut" to Jeffer­
son avenue · and other points on 
Castle Hill. 

~arshal John C. Harkins, · Police 
Lt. John F. Bates and Officers Dans­
reau and Moreau were among the 
!Inst to • reach tb,e scene after the 
gruesome discovery had been reported 
bf -police shortly before noon · 

By Three Salem Boys 
trio, ·Joseph Tache, 19, 12 Palmer 

street; Roland S lm:ard ,12, 4 Harrison 
and 11-year-old Richard 

Boulay, 111 Palmer streei, were re­
home . when soinething at­

their attention to the deso-

was sprawled on her back, 
one arm outstretched . and the 

other lying limp across her chest, 
her face partly obscured by the 'ker­
chief that ha.cl slipped down to en• 
circle her throat. Gashes appeared 

dried blood covering the right 
of her face and . the. eyes were 

and swollen. 
Her clothing was disarranged, and 

ram-soaked · from Monday's sleet 
Her pocketbook lay nearby. 

the trtm suede pumps she ha.cl. 
into before leaving home stm 

on her feet, suggesting ' to police 
the bOdy was not moved after 

murderous assault. , · · 
Asst. Dl.8t. Atty. J . Elmer ·callahan 

over today after the district at­
had concluded the preliminary 
of the investigation. 
forenoon Callahan visited the 

school and · asked · the · principal, 
R. Arnold, u· he would agree 

a studert assembly- so as 
to those who knew the 

to come forward with any 
in·rnr·m,e.tlnn that · might prove of 

to the authorities. 
Arnold readily consented to -aid the 

district . attorney's -office in carrying 
tt.s · purpose, but he proposed, tn­

that the appeal • be made by 
•e1,c,1er·,. to pupils in _·the various 

feeling . this pro~dur11 
more discreet and 

Alice . wa,, 111 and -remained ~wa,v •. -
from school Monday and didn't 
learn of her· chum's .. disil.ppea,anc.e 
until Mr. Lacombe went to the hous:S 
.shortly after 8 o'clock Monday morn:­
lng. Later in t~ day the distraught 
father returned with Mrs . . Lacombe 
and again questioned· Alice · exhaus­
tively for some clue to their daugh• 

.ter's whereabouts. . . ... . 
" I wasn't · able to give them any 

help- because Marie hadn't mentioned 
any plan~ she·· _may have· ··had . . for 
Sund_ay and I can't think of any boy 

She Cared EnoUg)l ·For . · 
to keep a date with," Alice related. 
- Mrs. Jeffery corroborated the Beas' 

girl's statements about . : Marie's . 
complete. 'lack of . ln.terest . In boys · 
"That's why It didn't occur · to m~ 
that she might .have been going to 
have a date Sunday night," the young 
matron ·asserted. . . . . . 

"One of the fin.est girls. I have e;er 
known, quiet, ambitious, · intelligent 
and absolutely . trustworthy," Mrs. 
Jeffery's unqual!f!ecj praise of Marie's 
character. "My husband ·and I never 
had a worry when we left : her with ,. 
our two children," · 

·She · said that ·that girl . never. in• 
vited boys. t9 the Jeffery · house and 
did not have any' habfts · that· would 
cause her parents concertn. ·Matle 
occasionally .mentioned. that her pa r­
ents did not warit ·her ·going out 

,nights and thought she was too 
.young to be keeping· ·company: with 
boys. "She would say. that her fatb.er 
was .strict, but _then ,agre.e it was In 
the right way,..,.Mrs: Jeffery recalled. 

Mrs. Jeffery also remembered that 
Marie . told her · recently that girl 
friends had been after her- to· •go • on 
dates with boys, but that .· she had 
refused because of her par,ents; nt-
tltude. . · . ·· . · 

Meanwhile, in the home of her 
sorrowing parents;- ··preparatlons were 
being completed fo rher tuneraJ. The 
funeral will · · 

Be . Held Touior;ow · 
morning from the Levesque & Sein· 
funeral chapel, with , a solemn: high 1 

mass at St. Joseph's church at 9 
o'clock. 'Interment will be in st. 
Mary's cemetery, 

Besides her father, a carpenter, and 
her moth·er, for whom Marte-Rose w as . 
named, there are · two brothers, -L-ouls ' 
and Paul. · · · · . 

1JOing with her family to visit an 
aunt who · ·live~ In Salem. But, f 
1 ·u-se, such was not the case, for she 
·, · last seen all ve shortly afterward 
-~e vicinity of the downtown bus 

The girl was b9rn in this city and 
was graduated :from St.· Joseph's pa­
rochial school before enrolllng· in· Ba-

l students 
1
_l_e_m __ H_i_gh _ _ ~~-ch~(?O_l_. ______ _,: _ _ _ 

t the tu-
\)'' ' ininal. 
" Jarly · Monday morning the L:i,­
\9~1\>'es sent one of their two young 

I, \a -'.to the Jefferys to see If the 
i had stayed there overnight, al-

~

ugh she had never qone -this be, 
e, Mrs. Jeffery said . . 

• Jr., presl­
ry Upton, 

ard Doyle, 
<JooJsby, 

and 

Ill ,._,Later, the father, who was ao upset ·, 
;~ remained a.way from h~ work with ·a 

'fre:~s
0
!ii~~;~:.c~~;!~e~ter to search A development th.at may lead to speedy aolutiOJ\ of tJi~ slain girl's heme room, h!~~d t:; 

·! Systematic Checl\up slaying of 14-year-olcJ · Marie Rose Lacombe near Bertram Miss DorothY Doyle, and also Miss 
1.1. kn f I d o of the • l d . h h' f . h · Mantlna Lefthes and Mlsa Ida Blos-
1 =ong her own r en s. ne fie d Sun ay n1g t was seen _ t IS a temoon 1n' t e apnounce• som, both members of the faculty. · 
!lrst places 11e vtsited was the µome So f 
ot Alice Bess on Milk . street, 15-year- ment by Asst. Dist. Atty. J . . Elmer Callahan that the .attractive ·_ e.r .as . can be determined, Mrs. 

· f M 1 d • h · la 1• bo S.3 Marlon Jeffery was the last person 
old schoolmate O ar e, an High school sop omore was st seen a 1ve at a ut O on to speak to the slain girl before she 

,fr\~!~~ly B;~e Al;;;,te;\re~~~e!~bJ~: that night in the company of -a handsome, dark-haired youth1 hurried away; a.tter explaining she 
hall·e" i;ophomore, had not seen ~le ab t 16 · · f ·· · was going to visit an e.unt. · 

.. th ou ·years o age. , Police learned • however t-hat the 
' :if: ~!i:;t ~~d!~~ i~t ho<;;! afte~ From informatio~ obtained by Callahan it appears that girl was seen so'on · attenv~rd In the 
i ~hool, Marie staying until supper the slain girl met her escort at the bus termmal, after wbicl, vicinity or the bu& terminal, alon~. 
; t ime, as was he wont. · • • di . ~ In the afternoon, It was d1sclos·ed, 

Alice told police she ·dldift know they walked along · Washmgtc;,n street m the~ rection o the girl attended a local thea~re with 
.- !l.nythlng of her friend's plans to go Town House square. . . . another girl. ,She returned home af-

1 

tc ' the Pa_ramount · Sunday afterhoon Th h · h b . ha H b ter the performance, said she was 
, or of any date wjth a boy. A~ a niat- e yout wore a s ort tan topcoat, ut no t. e a not hungry enough to eat supper ll!Jld 

ter or fact, Alice said, Marie black, curly hair, the prosecutor learned, apd he is descri ate only · a few confections befo~e 
was not interested In boys and regu- · be' "h d ,, · . · leaving for the Jeffrey home, · 
ll>.tly rejected requests for dates. as !ng an some. . · · ·Marie ·Rose ·had worked for the Jef-

• ___.,... _ __, _ _ _________ 1_ • :k , fery family and often remained In ' 

I/ 
J 

, .. J1<1ea11w.hlle. ,Salem pollce wor. ed night- by Dr. Ralph E. Foss. med,c their home at nlaht mlndln th 
'\\'Ith Callahan's· oftice and state poll® examiner, left 11:i doubt:i.._t_hat the a children , But she =-·1 ' • g e 
at .feverish pitch to ru•n • down In- tractive High ·school gµ-l had bee • · a wa)s 
formation and possible clues that criminally &M&ulted by her slayer. Went Directly Home 
were uncovered during_ the overnight Medical examination showed th afterward, police said, and there 1s 
investigation. the girl died of a skull fracture r nothing to support the belief she· 

The body of the girl was, found sulttng from three violent l>lows. went out with boy friends. 
shortly before noon yesterday In the a weapon other than a stone w Questioning of some 20 boys and 
shadows of the High school football u~ed, it was carried away by the ma girls was to · continue today In the 
field stand where It had lain since with whom Marie Rose had kept tll hope some clue may be · obtained as 
Sunday night. nocturnal tryst, unknown to h 4 to the Identity of the , person who 

Althouah little Is known about the parents. Because police found not! met the girl downtown and then took 
murdered · girl's movements after she ing at the deserted scene that a~ her to the ·spot near Bertram .·fl.eld .. 
donned her best clothes before leav- peared bloodstained. Police were somewhii.t puzzled to 
Ing her home at 6½ Cypress street, Joseph Lacombe, father of t~ find that the -girl's· clothing was not 
ostensibly to mind a neighbor's (SLAIN GIRL-) ' torn, although she had been crlm-
chlldren, the autopsy concluded last Continued on Page Flf~en lnally assaulted. On this point they 

concluded that she evidently knew 
and trusted the person she ·had met 

, on the night of her death. 

r 

Reconstructing events leading up to 
discovery of the lifeless body in . the 
Bertram field gully, a stone's throw 
from the field where the Salem High 

\

school football squad runs through 
afternoon · drllls, these conclusions 
were reached: · 

That the 14-year-old girl, who could 
easily have passed for 17, was seen 
at the afternoon performance ·1n the 
Paramount ·theatre on Sunday. 

It was about 5 o 'clock w.hen she re­
turned home, it was learned-, and at 
tl).at time. she asked her mother's per-­

, 11\lsslon to go out after . supper. Both 
her mother and father refused, insist-

! Ing, that she had spent enough tµne 1 

1 11oway from home durlhg the day. 
When the family, sat down ·to_ 

~ P~4:I M.!rie 5!!!!.~ - ~ -_; - I 
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SIA.IN GIRL~S MOTHER 
SOBS FOR VENGEANCE 

"God help her murderer if I get my hands on him." 
This came from the lips of Mrs. Rose Lacombe as she I 

sat sobbing in her Cypress st., ------------ 1 
8aiem, home yesterday in grief body was found and a pair of ros-
over the brutal murder of her 14- ary beads. A devout Catholic the 
year-old daughter. girl always carried two pairs of 

AB a mother will, she gathered beads in her purse. 
What comfort she could in re- -
calling the child's many good 
qualities. 

"She was a girl who co?Jld be 
trusted, and everyone who knew 
her loved her as we did," she 
cried. "Marie loved pretty clothes, 
Just like any girl her age. But 
she wanted to earn them herself 
and not depend upon the family. 

"She seldom went out evenings, 
even to the movies, except with a 
few girl friends. She always did 
the family Shopping and market­
ing for us and helped with the 
homework. She was ambitious for 
a business career and wanted to 
make her way in the world as a 
aecretary." 

The girl was employed as sec­
-etary-bookkeeper at Jeffries 

Brothers, an upholstery shop. 
Nights she often went to the 
home of Mrs. Jeffries, two blocks I 
away to take care of the children. 
It was when she failed to return 
from a visit to the latter's home 
that the crime was discovered. 

A wrist watch, a family bi.rtti­
tlay gift, "-115 missing when the 

1 

ChumsOI 
Slain Girl 
Pa-,, Last 
Respet!ts 

School chums of tha 
slain Marie R. La 
Combe, 14, Cypress 
st., Salem, in front of 
th~ Levesque Funeral 
Home in that city, 
yesterday, b e f o re 
paying their respects 
to their classmate, as 
police pressed their 
search for the killer of 
fhe girl. A girl chum 
told police she saw 
Marie with a good­
looking, dark - haired 
youth in Town House 
Sq., walking towards 
the high school, a 
few hours before the 
murder. 
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Proximity of f]nsolved Sex -Slayings 
lissing since early Monday, the body of the I (3f · a dead end road. It was in July of. 1941 
rutally beaten M•rie Rose LaCombe, 14, was - just about two miles away that: the ·-body. of -
>und yesterday on rocky barren ground sur• Fraoces Cochran, 19, . ·(insert} a ·similar victim, 
>unding Bertram Field (2) in the rear of Salem was foun~. No on~ as. yet has been apprehended 
ligh School (1) and opposite Bertuccio ave. for her murder. (Story, Other Photos on. Pages I, 3) 
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. Missing Girl _ ~ 
. State police we;re asked to a.id in -

the. search for· 14-'year-old Mary Rase 
1'.,acombe, .6½ . Cypre86 street, whose 
~rent.-; reported .her: . missing &ince 
l ·o'clock last night. , · · , . 

The g!J'l Is d~rlbe<t ¥ being 5 feet, 
i inches · tall, W«!lg~ 1:ao po~ni:ls and 
tla.s brown hair; She wore ·a ·polo coat 
,v~r· a Y.ellow blause and blue woolen 
!Kirj;. Her ' $Qes are brown suede 
!nd a. te11,ther. adorns l,+!!r . brown . ha.t. 

:Fi~d Miss Lacomhe's BOdy;1 

Head Crushed; Murder 
The loca.l' authol'ltles reported the 

incident · to· . sta.te police early tllls 
morning . . when . It was .1ee.rned, that 
llie g!rl _was not with · relatlveg or 
friends. · · 

. . . 

Remains of Missing Girl, 14, Near Bertram Field 
The body of Mary Rose Lacombe; 14, of 6½ Cypress street, was . found:t.,,..----------~-­

about U o'clock th.ls mor~ing .beside a grassy ··crag at the end Of Bertuccio 

avenue, near the northeast corner of Bertram field, by three grammar !'Choo! 

children. 
TlJ,e girl, whose head was bashed In, was rept;irted missing from home 

since 7 ··o'clock on Monday night. She was W!lllrlng a polo coat · over a yellow 

blouse and blue woolen skirt, also brown suede shoes. . 
Local police ·stated that tnere -was no qu!'stlon but that ·it was murder 

and was "pr_obably a sex crime!' The body was ' found about· a : mile from 
the spot where· Frances Cochrane· was murdered about three. years ago. 
· State police fingerprint and photography experts were on the .scene of 
the crime and investigating early· this afternoon, as was Dr. Allen Moritz · 
of Harv~d, state pathologist, and l\fedlcal Examiner Ralph E. Foss. 

the girl ls the .daughter ot· Joseph_ C. and Rose M, Lacombe; 
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