
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A PICTURE BOOK OF BOSTON’S LGBTQ+ HISTORY 
 

Honors Thesis 
 
 

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
For the Degree of Bachelor of Arts in Education 

 

In the McKeown School of Education 
at Salem State University 

 
 
 

By 
 

Emily Moran 
 
 
 
 

Professor Cami Condie 
Faculty Advisor 

Department of Education 
 
 
 

*** 
 

Commonwealth Honors Program 
Salem State University 

2023 



i 
 

 
 

Table Of Contents 

1. Abstract ……………………………………………………………. ii 

2. Acknowledgments………………………………………………….. iii 

3. Write-Up of Book Process…………………………………………. 1 

4. Book………………………………………………………………..  6  

5. Annotated Bibliography…………………………………………… 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ii 
 

Thesis Abstract 
 

A Picture Book of Boston’s LGBTQ+ History 

 

“To teach in a manner that respects and cares for the souls of our students is 

essential if we are to provide the necessary conditions where learning can most deeply 

and intimately begin…” (hooks, 1994). Part of respecting and caring for students, and 

their “souls” as hook says, is respecting and representing all parts of their identity and 

culture. When looking at the marginalized LGBTQ+ community, we see little 

representation of their history in elementary schools. Very few LGBTQ+ history 

resources are available for students, and none that I could find focused on my home state, 

Massachusetts. This gap silences the history of a whole community.  

My presentation will describe my process of creating a picture book designed for 

late elementary school students (3rd-5th graders) that presents Massachusetts LGBTQ+ 

history that is accessible to them. The presentation will also describe my research process 

of learning about Boston’s LGBTQ+ history and how I told the stories of LGBTQ+ 

historical figures in a way that students could understand without minimizing what these 

advocates did for the Massachusetts LGBTQ+ community. The point of my book was not 

to idolize these figures but to highlight them alongside other Massachusetts historical 

figures like Paul Revere, Crispus Attucks, and Tom Brady.  

My book and presentation will give the audience a multi-view perspective of 

Boston’s history and will hopefully start conversations around LGBTQ+ representation 

in K-12 classrooms.  
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 Write-Up of Book Process 

 

Advisor: Cami Condie (Education Department) 

Project Title: Boston’s LGBTQ+ History: A Picture Book for Grades 3-5 

Project overview: Teaching LGBTQ+ history has been a huge topic of conversation 

recently, inside and outside of Education circles. It has come to the forefront recently 

after bills like Florida’s Don’t Say Gay Law, Texas’s Transphobic Senate Bill 29, and 

Indiana's proposed House Bill 1134. Even in more progressive states like Massachusetts, 

where there are no laws against teaching about the LGBTQ+ community, LGBTQ+ 

history is still often forgotten and left out of our curricula. LGBTQ+ history is everyone's 

history and to leave it out of history curricula1 is to leave out a portion of history. Boston 

specifically, has rich LGBTQ+ history and made many contributions to the ongoing fight 

for LGBTQ+ equality.  Yet this is not being taught in schools. By avoiding talking about 

this community in the classroom we are communicating to students that this community 

does not belong.  

 Through this project, I created a Boston, LGBTQ+ history designed as a 

classroom resource in the form of a picture book for late elementary-aged children (3rd-

5th grades). The intent of this book is to give educators a resource to introduce LGBTQ+ 

history to students and start conversations around the LGBTQ+ community in their 

classrooms.  

One of the things that is very important to me is that my book accurately reflects 

and represents the LGBTQ+ community and the diversity within it. Because of this, the 
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process of how I put together my book was just as important to me as the final product. I 

wanted to make sure my sources were accurate and told from LGBTQ+ peoples’ 

perspectives. I conducted research through many conversations with people in this 

community, instead of just rewriting what has already been written. 

 

Project outcomes: The outcome of this research project was an LGBTQ+ history book 

that recounts Boston's unique LGBTQ+ history in a form that is appropriate for 

elementary school students and can be used as an educational resource.  

Additional outcomes of this project include: 

● identifying key Boston LGBTQ+ movements and the influential figures in 

these movements. 

● identifying how Boston’s LGBTQ+ fight for equality impacted other 

states and even other countries. 

● figuring out how to present this information to late elementary school 

students in a manner that is age appropriate but does not belittle the 

struggles of the LGBTQ+ community. 

● creation of a picture book that addresses all the above objectives and can 

be used by teachers as a teaching resource to start conversations about 

queer history in the classroom. 

 

Project Benefits: According to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs (Mcleod, 2023),  students 

need to feel safe and supported in the classroom before they can reach a point of being 

emotionally and physically ready to learn. By not including LGBTQ+ history in our 
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teaching of Massachusetts history, we are ignoring the safety and support needed by 

students who have LGBTQ+ parents, LGBTQ+ loved ones, or who may be a part of the 

LGBTQ+ community themselves. Without representation, we are continuing to add to the 

social narrative that LGBTQ+ people are less than their non-LGBTQ+ counterparts and 

that they do not deserve to have their contributions to history and American culture talked 

about.  

 As a teacher, it can be scary to put together a lesson on something you are less 

informed about yourself, especially when it is a sensitive topic. But that does not mean it 

is not crucial to do so. I created this book to make this important topic accessible and less 

scary to teachers. My hope is that this picture book can be used as a starting point to 

begin conversations about the LGBTQ+ community and LGBTQ+ history.  

 

Methodology: I completed this project in three phases. 

Phase One- I created an arsenal of resources on Boston’s LGBTQ+ history. I put together 

a  range of resources that included everything from Boston LGBTQ+ history books to 

periodicals and newsletters of the time and first-hand accounts. I learned from current 

activists in the Boston queer community (Interview, 2021). I learned their stories and 

how Boston impacted them and their activism. Next, I heard from older people in the 

LGBTQ+ community to learn about what Boston’s LGBTQ+ culture was like in the past. 

These conversations were supplemented with primary resources from the past.  Lastly, I 

looked to resources from experts who have also studied Boston’s queer history. The 

History Project Boston was crucial in my process. Their book Improper Bostonians and 
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an online interactive map of Boston were the foundation of my timeline and search for 

figures.  

Phase Two- I took what I learned in phase one and began drafting the picture book. First, 

I compiled a list of influential figures in Boston’s LGBTQ+ history that represent 

different subcommunities within the LGBTQ+ community. Next, I condensed this list to 

a size that was reasonable for a children's picture book by looking through my original 

list and determining which figures had a unique impact on the Massachusetts LGBTQ+ 

community. This sorting was the hardest step of my project because it involved choosing 

to exclude a lot of really important people and stories from my book. I continually 

returned to my original goal and tried to make sure the people I did include had a range of 

impact on the community and represented the diversity within the community. Then, I 

started to write the text for each person. I tried to make these pages accessible to students. 

I used vocabulary and perspectives that students with no background knowledge of the 

LGBTQ+ community could understand. For example, I talked about being able to hold 

hands with whoever you love and wearing boyish clothes.   

Phase Three- After the text was revised, I entered the last phase of creating the book. I 

started by drawing portraits of each figure in my story. Next, I started thinking about how 

I could visually represent each person or the outcomes of their actions. I used a 

combination of real photographs (that I licensed) and drawn elements to collage a page 

for each person. I paid attention to the colors like incorporating the rainbow flag across 

the borders of the book. I wanted my pages to be visually engaging and accurately 

representative.  
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The rationale for using these methods for this project: I think when creating teaching 

materials for history, the most important thing to focus on is teaching that history 

accurately from many perspectives. The history of marginalized groups is so often 

mistold and forgotten. That is why I started with learning the history as my first step. 

From there, I used what I learned to write the text and to create the visual aspects of my 

book.  

 I chose to put together the written text of my story before the visual to keep the 

writing consistent. By writing the text first, I was able to focus first on presenting the 

information to match my project goal or representing each group and their community. 

By the time I started the visual elements I could complement the text with the visuals.  
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