
This circular summarizes some of the lobbying efforts 
that were undertaken by college students during the 
annual Washington Lobby in 1982. 
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In 1977, the longtime refusenik and Soviet dissident  
Natan (Anatoly) Sharansky was arrested by the KGB 
and sentenced to 13 years of hard labor. The high-profile 

case encouraged concerned undergraduates at Brandeis 
University to form the Student Coalition for Soviet Jewry 
(SCSJ). For more than a decade, the SCSJ organized an 
annual Washington Lobby, which brought hundreds of col-
lege students from across the country to Washington, D.C., 
for a weekend of meetings with congressional leaders and 
representatives from the State Department and the White 
House. Their efforts helped keep the plight of Soviet Jews 
on the political agenda during a period of heightened Cold 
War tensions and low emigration levels in the 1980s.

At the 11th annual Washington Lobby in 1987, President 
Ronald Reagan praised the work of the SCSJ on behalf  
of Soviet Jews and human rights. 
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Beginning in 1982, the SCSJ organized an International Student Solidarity 
Day for Soviet Jewry to coincide with the annual Washington Lobby. 
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Natan Sharansky with his wife, Avital 
Sharansky, and mother, Ida Milgrom. 

Student Coalition for Soviet Jewry

Natan Sharansky during a visit to the Netherlands  
following his release in 1986.


