‘tudent Coalition for Soviet Jewry

n 1977, the longtime refusenik and Soviet dissident
Natan (Anatoly) Sharansky was arrested by the KGB
and sentenced to 13 years of hard labor. The high-profile
case en_couraged concerned undergraduates at Brandeis
e oa i e it University to form the Student Coalition for Soviet Jewry
ition for Soviet Jewry on (SCSJ). For more than a decade, the SCSJ organized an

the occasion of your 11th annual Washington Lobby.

s o L Y annual Washington Lobby, which brought hundreds of col-

obligation to those who are persecuted for their

religious commitment. oviet Jews are denie eri
gi tment. Soviet J denied the right lege students from across the country to Washington, D.C

to their rich religious and cultural heritage because

they are ruled by a state that denies the existence of " :
for a weekend of meetings with congressional leaders and
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irplacabls fmertny 15 on Tsphiation fo free people representatives from the State Department and the White

risoners who have escape HOuse T | . .

Sus e SU S riouse. Thelr eforts helped keep the PIIE Of Soviet Jews
e political agenda during a period of heightened Cold

difference to those who remain behind. Your work has
II;elped tlo free such heroes as Anatoly Shcharansky. W t
y proclaiming loudly and insistently that they are not a r eﬂSIOﬂ d | . . -
forgotten, you have sent a message of h d S an OW eml ratlon
to all victims of persecution. S e g |eve|s " the 19805

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 16, 1987

You have my warmest good wishes as you continue your
noble works. May you go from strength to strength
and may the Almighty bless you.

The past six years have séen tremendous growth for the
s+udent Coalition for Soviet Jewry. Founded in: 1977 "in

response to the arrest of Anatoly Shcharansky, the Coali-
tion's chief aim has been to gef students actively involved

in the movement to aid Soviet Jews in order that we may
try to do just that: Aid Soviet Jews.

At the 11th annual Washington Lobby in 1987, President

Ronald Reagan pra|sed the work of the SCSJ on behalf mowards this goal, programming on campusSes al% g\éeg t}ge
' " world has evolved in the form of International Studen

Of Soviet Jews and human I’Ights. Slgii;arl;ty Day for Soviet Jewry. This year, the focus

‘'of ‘activity.on the East coast of the United  States will
asain be the Washington Tobby.

aALii

program consisted of thirteen

Ooriginally, this Lobbyling T
Brandeis University students who traveled to Washington,

D.C., to speak with their Senators and Representatives
and to both educate these officials about the situation
of Jews in the Soviet Union and to see what they could do
as officials to aid their cause. Although 1982's Wash-
ington Lobby grew to include 700 students from over fifty
colleges and universities, the purpose of the Day was the

same.

Courtesy of the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at NEHGS.

D.C., the Lobby day began with intensive
briefing sessions on the current situation of Soviet Jewry
and how to effectively lobby Congress. Among the speakers
for these briefings were Paul week of the Union of Councils
for Soviet Jews, Glenn Richter of the Student Struggle for

goviet Jewry, and Mark Tevin of the National Conference on

Soviet Jewry.

Once in Washington,

After a question and answer session, the students were
broken up into their individual state caucus groups to
discuss and organize the meetings which would take place

Natan Sharansky with his wife, Avital =~ 1later that day.

Sharan -
Sky’ and mother, Ida Mllgrom_ , mhe 700 lobbyists were then divided into five groups for
Concurrent programming across the city. The first group
was addressed by the 1982 National Lobby Coordinator,

Michael Torop, as well as the Lobby's Congressional
Honorary Chairpeople, Bill Gradison, Barney Frank, and
Christopher Dodd. - Other programs included a Vigil in
front of the Soviet Embassy and a meeting with Professor
Richard Pipes of the National Security Council.

the students converged on Capitol
enators and Representatives.
etings and 165 Repre-

with their own Members

Following these programs,
Hill for meetings with their Home S
In all, there were 68 Senatorial me
sentative meetings of constituents

Natan Sharansky duri isi
” following his relse/ase :2%;8\6/;.5& to the Netherlands This circular summarizes some of the lobbying efforts
that were undertaken by college students during the

annual Washington Lobby in 1982.

Courtesy of the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at NEHGS.
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Beginning in 1982, the SCSJ organized an In ' '
| , _ ternational Student Solidarit
I‘ Day for Soviet Jewry to coincide with the annual Washington Lobby. ’

Courtesy of the Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at NEHGS.




