SPRING 2021 EDS 799 - Student Incorporations of COIL in course assignments:
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1 got the idea for my pedagogical inquiry after our first meeting with colleagues from
Guanajuato. One of them remarked that, in their experience, many English teachers often did not
have deep knowledge of idioms, or how to teach them. I connected this with my own
observations in school. In the field. I had noticed that the language objectives I had seen posted
in classrooms differed significantly from the content we were learning in EDS799 about literacy
instruction. Very often, language targets were vague or generic, featured a language function
‘without specific vocabulary or grammar to support the function, or was an agenda item rather
than a learning target (i.e. “Students will fill out a Venn diagram™). Regardless of how many
professional development sessions we attended about planning language instruction, little

seemed to change.
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By collaborating with peers from the University of Guanajuato and my field experience, |
learned a lot more about challenges other teachers were facing and successful methods when it
comes to implementing reading activities in the classroom. During our COIL exchange, | learned
about the barriers to getting students engaged with reading and the need to make sure reading
materials are relevant and interesting to students. In my field experience, the class | visited
leveraged asynchronous work when it came to reading, so that the class time could be
dedicated to providing multiple exposures to the concepts and vocabulary, and implementing
creative/generative activities using the information from homework. This was a true
embodiment of a concept shared with me by one of the students from Guanajuato: what was
done in in-person classrooms can’t be directly translated to online classes. We need to rethink
how we teach to make the most of our time with students, and to leverage the fact that we’re
online to differentiate activities to meet students’ needs.
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Although my artifact was different than many of the projects that our peers in
Guanajuato discussed, | am so grateful for the opportunity that was provided in this
course to work with peers from another country who are studying similar material as we
are. The multiple opportunities to collaborate with them and to see TESOL from a
different lens was incredible and an opportunity that will be referenced throughout my
teaching career. Hearing feedback from my peers both in this course and from
Guanajuato truly shaped the outcome of my project. It would not have turned out the

way that it did without all of their help and support.




