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SAMUEL GRUNGOLD 

Interviewer: Steve Cohen - Louise Goodman 

2 5:00 sec. Born: Poland 192 6 

7 min. 

9 min. 

14 min. 

16 min. 

1 8 rnin. 

19 min. 

Childhood & f atnily 11istory - Schooling - public & Hebrewschool
education 

Home environment - comfortable 

1929 - movedbyGermans irorn horne to 1-bedroom apartment. 
Polishassistance to Germans 

Labor Camp: At 15yrs.old - sent to laborcamp in exchangefor 
his brother 

Life in labor camp
Parentscould "buyout" Samuel from labor ca.mp 

Release from labor camp. Family were told to :move to train station 
fa milykn .-. T 'T T wh.- t to.-. xpec t& i- hi·j 1 new w hat expect& l . 

Camp busing - description of Commander -
Ruthlessness 
Life was soexpendable - 30/40 people died daily 
Bare subsistence (food/water) 
Fear gave thern abilitv to continue to work

Beatings - survival despite conditions. 

Carnp - bars were put around camp. Work in thecamp or at 
1-act ryac or y.

Move to Auschwitz (another camp). Fatherwas in camp with him.
One day105 people killed including father (Samuel was 16 attime.) 

Experience of father & friend killedin camp. 

Wermachthad controlled camp - Change- control to SS 
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22 min. 

1944: 

25 min. 

30 rnin. 

33 min. 

37rnin: 

40 rnin. 

43 min. 

survive. 

Auschwitz -
Workers had hair - couldn't believe how much better the conditions
were. Food plentiful Honevrnoon didn't last verv long. 

Movedto Auschwitz (prior: for 2 years in the 2 camps) 
I - .-. .-. .- 1 .-. tn.r-. - . ._. _. 1 

Everythingwasdone tomakelife more miserabe (describesclothing)-

.. _ ... 

Experiments with twins
Distributionof food/bowls & no spoons. 

r t .. 1 ... 

( 16 vears old at this time) 

Carnp: Auschwitz 2 (called another name)
Different environment. 
Showed no. on his arm. Called only by number/never by name. 
Gerr.nans tookwhateverJewsbrought with them. 

- Jewelry
- Money
- Clothes 

Bartered food for clot11ing. Beaten because commanders f found out he
.. .. -.-t 't .-.. . . ! .. . 1 1 :1. ! .:. 

. ) 1 . 

Movedfrorn camp by train - 2 day trip. Not given any food during 
this time Pollacks - 200-300 people per train Atstatio ntook.l ._, . ..... _. ._J . 

out deadpeople to maJke roorn. 

At camp: rigl1tly heardsirenfrorn the bombs. 
"Bombed evervplace. but not us" . 

1. Moved from danger after .-, weeks t-------

Kapos - survival: Hunger is the worstthing. Typhus. 25-30people 
killedeveryday

Painter was killed Commander waswarnednever to killanyone 
whohada profession. Whiledelirious - told commanderhe was
a painter & survived.



47 min. 

50 rnin. 

2 tape
- - -

30 min. 

3 min. 

5 min. 

9 rnin. 

planes Nighttime walked. Davtirne - hid in woodsAte in 
woodswhatevercould to survive. Withoutfood. cold - man. 
didn't survive 

Description ofbedsat Flosse -1 blanketfor 4 people. Cut it up 
and used blanketto cover feet. 
Whencommander found out - beaten. In line tobe beaten - ran 
to get out of line. 

Ret. to storyofbeing in the woods Heard planes overhead Rainy-_. _. _. r. . . . 

wet - nothing to cover yourself. Everyone gatherered.: 5-- people told 
to lie face down.

Germans left - Ran away if shot them. thought thev could be heard. 
Life saved - stayedat home of German womanfor 2 days . 

Americansoldiers - never sawwhite bread - "likesnow" Takento 
tohospital.

Ll. t r .. - ........ - ........ - .. Wentt
Check border

Trailer broughtbread to camp - With friend tried to stealbread 
from trailer . Food - Was so hungry - never enough. Wentto
whereGermans threwfood away. 

Czechoslovakia - treatedthem well. Wanted to qet to Poland. -
had to go throug Prague First time ate a piece of salami -
unbelievable.

Told not. togo t.o Poland Polisharmywere still attacking Jews- ._.- - . 
Still in clothesfrom Germany. Decided to go to Sweden insteadto 
Budapest. 

Asked if wanttogo to Israel Russiansoldiersat Austrian border. 
If don't "srnear" - vou don't go Walkedover hills into Au.stria. 

Jewish brigade - Italy- carnp modern - not antisemitic 

Wentsou.th - near Milan. Englishgovernment against their going 
' .:..' 

to Israel Had to waituntil Israel proclaimedastate. 



1948

12 min. 

Israel 

18 rnin. 

23 min. 

2 7 tnin . 

32 min. 

36 min. 

Wentto Israel. 

Life in Israel - Heat could bake bread becauseof theheat. War
still going on. 

Met wife in Italy & married there. Wife17 - hewas 20. Couldn't 
legally get marriedin Italy becauseofage. 

Found apartment "better than the tents." Workedin construction -
apprentice. Had to go into the Army for2 years. Whenwentto 
doctor - told to havea family.

Living in Israel - leftarmyfor1 week to take care of family-
theyneeded money Court-martialhearing becauseleft- - - - - - . - - . - - - - . - -

Israeliarmy). 

Need to money to support family. Whenfinished servicein Armoy
difficultfindajob. 

"Figlit to exist wherever yougo." Had to work 2 jobs - worked 7 
. 

Reparation from Germans with money - bought refrigerator"joy".
Nowliving likea hutnan being

.. ... ... .. . .. 

Reviewfamilv - find familv - received letter from cousin in Italv. 
Onlyperson to survive. 

Underground - brothersv .. were killed by Polish underground. They 
wereantisemitic. First thing askedby Poles - "Why did you survive
Didn't knowwhatchoice to make. Samuel went withfather to
concentration. Sister wentwith mother to the train. 

Poland before war - withoutmoney, don't get whatyou want
Needed a dowry tomarry. 

When T 1 J _ ..... ._. ._. _. ._T _. - .... 

Sisters probably ir t _. .... ... _. ._. . - 1- .... 1 _ . . 1 

Sorne women were in camps withmen .. though in sep. barrracks
Woman needed for chores - prostitutes 

Choices - Howdid you have chance to chosewhich camp to go 
to? Tookrisks - had tosurvive. In Germanywouldsa I loseconfidence 
in yourself,vou loseeverything. 



42 min: 

46 min. 

51 min. 

53 r.nin. 

In camps - spokeJewish t() oneanother. In barrack - Hungarian 
Jewspredominantly Learned some languagein order to getfood. 

Bar Mitzvah - June 1939 - before Germans invaded in 3tnos. 
(Sept.). First experience beaten by Germans. 

Gennan occupation - Jews required towor from Germanssooner
or later. We knewwe would besent to concentration carnps. 
First Germans cameto Jewish committee: Required number of 
people to work - could barter- money for people. Little by little 
took all theJewsmoney and sent themto camps. 

Je.... wishobservance in the camp: Attempts to escape from camp. 
Others shotwhen anyone escaped. Escapees whencaught - hung
by feet. No where to run to. Maybecould survive if stayedin camp. 
Divided food. 

Reaction to food - face wouldswellbecauseof havingsoup every
day. Steal foocl - survival. Bags from cement used to insulate 
shoes Jackets

Did people in camps fight withone another? Kapos in the camps. 

All work - rules for howto do work wereextreme ... as were
punishments for not doing it correctly.
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