T Nash, February 27, 2024

00:00:00	Andrew Darien

My name is Drew Darien. I'm a Professor of History at Salem State University and I'm conducting this interview as part of the Mass Humanities funded project, "Through a Rainbow Lens: A Reflection on Lynn's LGBTQ+ History." I'm honored to be joined today by T Nash, who was born and raised in Lynn and has a storied record in childhood education, youth mentoring, elder care, and LGBTQ+ activism. I'd just like to begin by confirming that I have your permission to record this interview.

                
00:00:38	T Nash

Yes, you do

                
00:00:41	Andrew Darien

Great! Thanks, T. I believe you now live in Salem, but were born and raised in Lynn. Can you tell me which neighborhood you grew up in and what it was like?

                
00:00:57	T Nash

Well, I grew up in East Lynn and [on] Alley Street, which was East Lynn and West Lynn. It was actually very nice because it was family. Growing up, everybody knew everybody.

                
00:01:16	Andrew Darien

When you say family, are you talking about like extended friends and family in the neighborhood, or your specific household or both?

                
00:01:27	T Nash

Both. Related and extended family.

                
00:01:31	Andrew Darien

And who was in your home growing up?

                
00:01:35	T Nash

It was myself. I have a twin sister named Sonia. I have two brothers. One is fifty-six. He's deceased. His name was Michael Nash. And then I have another brother named Wallace Jones, [who] is now currently resigned in Florida. And [I also had] my stepdad, Clifton Brown.

                
00:01:59	Andrew Darien

What was your relationship like with your siblings growing up?

                
00:02:05	T Nash

I was very close to the boys. Especially my middle brother, [who was] my oldest brother [sic]. I just idoled what he did. I just idoled what he —who he was. I just idoled how he played. I just idoled the.... just how he was brought up. How he was just so well-liked, especially [how he] always [was accompanied by] a lot of beautiful girls, which I totally would always question that [subject to] him. Yeah, we were just really close. I loved his toys. I just loved everything about him.

                
00:02:49	Andrew Darien

What do you think you learned from following him around and emulating him?

                
00:02:58	T Nash

How to be a player. No, I'm only joking! So much of just trying to know who you are and what you want in life.

                
00:03:11	Andrew Darien

How do you think your family members would have described you as a young child?

                
00:03:20	T Nash

Very quiet. I was very close to my mother and father. I was a homebody. I tried to do everything right. Very close to, like I said, my mother and my stepfather— I went everywhere with them. I was just like the child that traveled with my parents all the time. I got a lot of the.... a lot of family time, as they would say it, more so than the rest of the kids did.

                
00:03:50	Andrew Darien

Do you remember what you wanted to be when you grew up?

                
00:03:57	T Nash

No, I actually don't. I had no idea what I wanted to do, or be.

                
00:04:05	Andrew Darien

What was Lynn Tech like for you?

                
00:04:12	T Nash

It was a struggle at first because I was put there only because of my academics and my scores. It was challenging because all my friends went to Classical and English, and I just wasn't able to go there for some reason or another [so] they just put me into tech. So my first year at Tech, I got expelled maybe like five to six times. I was a bully. I was very mean walking into Tech, just because I didn't know who I was. That was my character: If I act[ed] up, then I would get respect.

                
00:04:52	Andrew Darien

Did that work for you?

                
00:04:55	T Nash

It did all the way up until I r.... [it was] probably in my junior year when it didn't work anymore. I was more hurting myself.

                
00:05:04	Andrew Darien

What changed?

                
00:05:07	T Nash

Just the way people were seeing me. The isolation of people not really wanting to talk to me. I would always go for the underdogs because I would have more of a chance to talk to them than talking to someone who's popular. And just the way the teachers and stuff would treat me. I didn't wanna be treated like that person anymore.

                
00:05:35	Andrew Darien

So Lynn has a reputation as a diverse and an integrated city. Would you agree with that assessment or do you see it differently?

                
00:05:47	T Nash

No, I agree with that. From being born here, raised here, I've seen a lot of the changes where you can actually......we used to be able, in like 1990 (I always say 1990 to 1992), we were [once] able to pick out foreigners. We call them the Africans, the Haitians, the Spanish, [who didn't have] that heavy of a community [in Lynn] at that time. It means everybody was more diverse. Like you said: it was a big, diverse city at one time, when everybody mattered or everybody was recognized, I should say. Like we would have a [proper] Lynn downtown, but the Lynn downtown [had] stores for everybody. It wouldn't just just [stores for] the Hispanic[s], or just the Chinese, or whatever— everybody would be involved in that piece of action in Lynn. Like the central square down there, you know.

                
00:06:49	Andrew Darien

And did you have friendships with people of different racial and ethnic backgrounds as well?

                
00:06:57	T Nash

Yes, lots. I was very outgoing. After I decided who I was and who I wanted to be, after being the bully I was. One girl [even] had to come to me and kind of let me know how bad I hurt her feelings. My life changed from there, because that's not the person I want to be. Because [there] was a lot at home that was a struggle, with the bullying, and the violence, and the abuse, and all of that stuff. So when I had [those experiences] at home, then I would have to go to school and also be that way. It carried a lot of weight on me, [to the point] where I was just miserable.

                
00:07:35	Andrew Darien

What kind of violence were you experiencing at home?

                
00:07:41	T Nash

We had a lot of alcoholism, physical abuse. [I was] with my mom and dad, because I wasn't raised with my biological father. I was raised with my stepdad. My biological father was back and forth— not owning who I was. It really upset me and my sister. So it was always an argument there, or something like that. Y'know? Who do I really belong to? Stuff like that.

                
00:08:13	Andrew Darien

You had mentioned earlier, when I asked you about what you learned from your brother, you said jokingly: "How to be a player." I'm wondering if there's a slight element of truth in that joke. Did you have any romantic relationships in high school?

                
00:08:34	T Nash

I had a lot of romantic relationships. Didn't know if they really liked me. But I would send a lot of football notes to a lot of boys at that time, and some would accept me and some wouldn't. I didn't discriminate. I liked the captain of the football team, the basketball team. Anybody that I knew that was popular, I was going to try to talk to you.

                
00:09:03	Andrew Darien

And did you speak with anybody in your family at the time about your gender identity?

                
00:09:12	T Nash

Not at all. No, I didn't come out until like 19—

                
00:09:17	Andrew Darien

What would y—

                
00:09:17	T Nash

Go ahead.

                
00:09:17	Andrew Darien

[Sorry!] Please go.

                
00:09:21	T Nash

Yeah, I didn't come out until probably 2000 and..... I'm just gonna say I didn't come until 2000.

                
00:09:33	Andrew Darien

So what had shifted that made you comfortable doing that?

                
00:09:42	T Nash

My best friend giving me my first kiss. I had no idea—

                
00:09:53	Andrew Darien

Was that liberating, or scary, or both?

                
00:09:59	T Nash

Both. Very scary and very liberating at the same time.

                
00:10:06	Andrew Darien

So, I guess after high school you went to North Shore Community College. Did you know that you wanted to go into Early Childhood Education?

                
00:10:17	T Nash

No. Actually when I graduated out of the high school, I had a gym coach, Patty King was her name, and she offered me a position at LEO Head Start as a bus monitor. So, I just kind of worked my way up knowing: "Okay, this is maybe something I really enjoyed"... which I did. I really enjoyed working with the kids. I was able to play. I was able to actually be a kid myself. It picked me up from where I left off with my own life. I was able to engage with that [feeling] through there, like [attending] the field trips I always wanted to go on, or the play I want[ed to do] with [the] other kids and stuff like that.

                
00:10:58	Andrew Darien

So, if someone would have like— Take yourself in your biggest bully days, early in high school, and [imagine] somebody showed you a video of your future self: working with children and being empathic, and patient and sympathetic. Would that have surprised you? Or could you have seen your future self becoming like that?

                
00:11:24	T Nash

I['d] see my future self becoming like that. It's just looking up to a lot of different role models, which were my teachers at school. I had three black teachers [that] I really, really loved in Eastern Junior High School, and they followed me, and guide[d] me in a way [like:] "Wow! You can be black and also be okay." —so they really showed me the way. They showed me how to read and write. I didn't really know how to read and write until I was like nineteen years old, honestly speaking. They helped me out with that. [They were] basically my biggest role models —were my teachers in school.

                
00:12:07	Andrew Darien

What do you— I mean obviously you're very accomplished today— What do you attribute to you falling through the system for so long, not being taught how to read and write?

                
00:12:27	T Nash

It was more: If you did just— if you [were] athletic, then you were able to pass, and that's how I ended up passing not knowing if I could read or write. It was just more like: you play basketball for me, I'm gonna walk your walk for you, you know? Stuff like that. And that's what I thought. The reason why I say that is because, now that I'm thinking about it, is my brother was very athletic, and he was a wonderful basketball player [which was something] that I didn't bring to the table. But he was excellent, and because we didn't have the means of doing— following his dreams, or anything like that, he went to the streets.

                
00:13:08	Andrew Darien

I had read about and was, in all honesty, very moved and touched to read about that period in your life in which you lost your mother, your father, your daughter's father, all [only] months apart from one another. What do you think gave you the resolve to work through that period?

                
00:13:37	T Nash

It was something that I had to do. It's just something that was— it was a huge challenge. But I had to do it because no one else would do it.

                
00:13:51	Andrew Darien

Did being surrounded by so much death in a short period of time change your view of the world or of yourself? Or your kind of goals in life?

                
00:14:06	T Nash

Yes, it did. I kind of live that way now: [doing] what I want in life because I had a short period with my mother and a short period with the people that I really loved. So now I just try to explode that on others. To kind of have that—I try to give out as much as I could give out now because I didn't get it when I was growing up.

                
00:14:37	Andrew Darien

How did you and your partner meet one another?

                
00:14:44	T Nash

I met my— well, now she was my wife —I met her on.... no, no, no, no. Uhm, yeah. I met my wife on MySpace, that was my first real relationship, [then] we went out a couple of times. I met her in Boston and then from there, we just shared a lot of chemistry together. Her mother passed away, my mother passed away in '03. So I just thought that was like a perfect match for both of us, and she would understand where I'm coming from, so we could probably feed off of each other, how we can continue our relationship with each other.

                
00:15:24	Andrew Darien

You're bringing me way back to my past, talking about MySpace. I think that's when I was using my AOL.com account. What, roughly what year was that?

                
00:15:37	T Nash

Oh, AOL is maybe.... Christo, Christo, what year did we meet?

                
00:15:49	Christo

[In the background] 2010.

                
00:15:51	Andrew Darien

2010. How— would you say that you were fully out by then?

                
00:16:02	T Nash

No, I would not say fully out. I had a lot of "if's & and's" coming out, because I was with my daughter's father, which is— I met him when I was at fourteen years old. So, from fourteen all the way [through] my whole high school [career], we stayed together for sixteen years. So, yeah. It was always "ins and outs." But, he also welcomed me into comfortably talking about females to me.

                
00:16:35	Andrew Darien

And you have a daughter and two grandchildren, is that right?

                
00:16:41	T Nash

Yes, I have a daughter that's thirty years old, and I have a son from my wife— well, my ex-wife now —but he is four years old, [although] we still share the child together. And then I have two grandkids: one is five years old and one is nine years old.

                
00:17:01	Andrew Darien

So I'm gonna guess that since you were still kind of sorting things out, and not fully out, that you probably didn't spend much, or really any, time at any of the gay bars like Fran's?

                
00:17:20	T Nash

Oh, I did. That was my hiding space. I would do it after hours when everybody would—[when] the city would close down. That's where I would escape to. And then I would go and, you know, meet other people that were like me: Exploring. They would ask me: "What was my preference?" That's when I found out what that word meant, like, why is someone asking me what my preference is? I don't know— whatever I wanted to be at that time, because [I was] not knowing and understanding what this was really about. Yeah, it was like my escape, my free— that was my freedom space.

                
00:17:57	Andrew Darien

Do you remember the first time you went to Fran's?

                
00:18:01	T Nash

The first time I went to Fran's was with my best friend that gave me that kiss. That was our first tim,, and that was the first time I really was engaged in seeing a real drag show. That was really mind blowing because I was like, "Wow! This stuff really exists." I thought it was just something you would see on like Jerry Springer, or something like that. But when I was actually in the scenes of it all, I was just really like, "Wow! This stuff really happens."

                
00:18:30	Andrew Darien

Were you nervous your first time there?

                
00:18:34	T Nash

Yes, very nervous. Because I didn't know who was gonna be on the other side of that door. Not only that, I was really not 'out' like that. I still had a whole 'baby daddy' at home that knew that we were together. So yeah, I was very nervous. I hid myself in front of people [so that others couldn't] see me, you know?

                
00:18:55	Andrew Darien

Mm-hmm. Did you get comfortable there in a relatively short period of time or did it take a while?

                
00:19:07	T Nash

No, I got pretty comfortable in a short period of time because Lynn is only so big, so you do know who is who. You just gotta introduce yourself, and I was always somebody that would never hold back my high. High really got me along— brought me a long way. So from there, it was probably like maybe months at a time where I really felt comfortable, and then I started going a little more often. It just became my home where Thursday nights were this night— they would have different themes. I would, kind of, make it my business to end up showing there anytime I can, especially for the big events.

                
00:19:46	Andrew Darien

How would you describe Fran's to somebody who had never been there before?

                
00:19:54	T Nash

Very low-key, never got enough acknowledgement. I would say very safe for myself and for anybody that's trying to come out. That's about it.

                
00:20:17	Andrew Darien

Was it representative of the city of Lynn as a whole? Was it as diverse as Lynn was?

                
00:20:31	T Nash

Not really. I could actually count how many Latinos, whites and blacks were there at that time. When it came to the blacks, obviously it was probably me and a couple of others that would go there regular[ly] because there's only so many of us. But it was more of a white scene, if I could say so.

                
00:20:53	Andrew Darien

What about like the class background of the people there? Was it people from all class backgrounds? Was it mixed or...?

                
00:21:05	T Nash

No, absolutely not. Very low, low in poverty. Not really did I ever see anybody high that had something... or came from somewhere, and it was just more like the low—the middle class and the low class there always. A lot of like young gentlemen that I met there were [from] foster homes and stuff like that. At that time when— foster care was really big back then in the 90s, where a lot of the parents were taking in foster kids for an extra amount of money. So, I was able to learn a lot of those kids that way because my mother was a foster mother too. I have a wide— I have a big family. So another thing is the family that I had, you know?

                
00:22:00	Andrew Darien

Mhmm. So, you sorta-kinda came out after 2000, 2001, it was a process. Going forward, do you remember in 2004 when Massachusetts passed the Marriage Equality Act?

                
00:22:19	T Nash

I did. I was so excited, so excited. I was one of those [people] that hopped on the bandwagon and was like, "I can get married now!" And then I just kind of brought that out. At that time I was with my wife that — I was with my wife and yeah, we were totally excited. I met her [one] year and then the next year later I was marrying her. So yeah, I was totally excited [that] I was able to come out.

                
00:22:47	Andrew Darien

And were you were you a very political person? Did you help to advocate for that? Or you were just, you know, happy to see it come into being and take advantage of it?

                
00:23:00	T Nash

I was just happy, not political at all. Didn't know too much about politics at all. Never was really involved. [My life] was more [about] the streets and getting by in life.

                
00:23:11	Andrew Darien

Yeah. Can you say a little bit about what it meant to you for the state to say that they're sanctioning your relationship — that you, for the first time, can be able to have the same benefits and privilege as other people?

                
00:23:33	T Nash

Yes. I was head over heels about the whole thing because I'm one of those hundreds to whatever number I am, so I'm very excited [that] I am part of history. It was something I just ran with. I knew what I was doing, why I want to do it and [I] always want[ed] to get married, but not knowing I want to marry a woman. That was a big thing to me and my family because no one in my family gets married. So here I am wanting this whole big wedding— which is not with a man, obviously, it's with a woman. So it was like I was very happy, but was everybody else happy? Nah, not really.

                
00:24:15	Andrew Darien

How many people were at your wedding?

                
00:24:18	T Nash

I think we had about two hundred. We got married at the Masonic Lodge in Boston. So that was one of the, that was another big thing is— our wedding was the first wedding that was to be married at the Masonic Hall.

                
00:24:32	Andrew Darien

That's quite a big number. Did most of your families come around and attend and support you, or was that mixed?

                
00:24:46	T Nash

No, actually. I can honestly say not much family did come. It was more of our friends, [those] that really supported us, and a lot of people that we invited [were] just people that we knew. We had this big list and just inviting, and I think everybody was just excited to go to a 'big gay wedding', which no one ever went to. We were like to talk of a town. I mean, when we got married, a lot of people would call us up to do news interviews and stuff like that. It was just, it made headlines basically. It was huge for our city, for Lynn, anyways.

                
00:25:23	Andrew Darien

So marriage is a beautiful thing. It's also a challenging and complicated thing, whether you're straight or gay, and every relationship goes through its trials and its ups and downs. I'm wondering like when you're a pioneer and you're in the spotlight, and you're one of the first to have a gay marriage. Does that like put a little more pressure on you to be an example for everybody else?

                
00:25:59	T Nash

No, I [didn't] really find pressure. I think it's more this: it was just who I am and it just brings my character out a little bit more. It's just something that I think a lot of people knew of, but didn't say anything — or I wasn't able to really describe myself, I should say. It was like: everybody had a description for me, but I didn't have a description for myself or what people thought I was, if that makes sense.

                
00:26:37	Andrew Darien

Are you able to describe yourself now?

                
00:26:41	T Nash

Yes.

                
00:26:44	Andrew Darien

Please do.

                
00:26:46	T Nash

Well, now I am who I am. My pronouns are me, his and him. I really enjoy who I'm transforming into. I'm actually happier. I feel more like [that] I made progress throughout my years of not holding back. So much of my power that I had to share with [was for] whoever I was either with [and makes me] who I am today. I just love who I am today. Very happy.

                
00:27:17	Andrew Darien

Would you say that your transformation is complete or in process?

                
00:27:25	T Nash

It's in process. It's still working on me. I still am going through. I am going to have my chest done soon. That's been a five-year plan for me to decide that — and I think that would be it. Then (I'll) go from there just to live as a person that I want to be.

                
00:27:48	Andrew Darien

One of the liberating things about living in the culture that we are [in] is that we get to define who we are, and yet at the same time, we can't always control what other people think about us, and how other people choose to define us. How do you navigate that when the world doesn't always see you as you see yourself?

                
00:28:21	T Nash

Honestly, I don't care. I'm very comfortable in who I am, no matter where I'm at. If I'm at a blue attire party, or I can be at a straight event and I'm still gonna come in the same way I am. I don't like to change and I don't think I will change no matter where I am.

                
00:28:40	Andrew Darien

So, a lot of that sounds like, correct me if I'm wrong, but a lot of that resolve that you had as a young person to intimidate and bully other people is now [put] more in a positive direction [so that you can] be at peace with who you are and let other people's perceptions kinda bounce off of you.

                
00:29:06	T Nash

Right, very well explained.

                
00:29:11	Andrew Darien

When and why did you choose to move to Salem?

                
00:29:18	T Nash

Well, the school system for Lynn was going down, so I had to get my daughter out of there. That was my main thing, is to get the kids into an area where they could get educated, because my daughter was going from straight A's to F's. They did that whole thing where they put the sixth graders waiting with the seventh and eighth graders. That was a huge mistake [because] my daughter was just connected to the older of the gentleman and the older.... you know, she was just going in [that] direction too fast for herself, and it was something I couldn't do nothing about. I had no control over it, only because I had to work for one. I was [also] a full time parent, and trying to raise three kids was another thing because I also raised my sister's kids. My sister has a boy and a girl, and I raised everybody. [I was] just trying to get my family straightened out and keeping them on the right path [away] from the streets. [So] I ended up moving to Salem, which was just another town over that I was kind of pleasing my daughter and — well , pleasing my family so that way they wouldn't be away from their friends, [while] also trying to get them a better lifestyle over here.

                
00:30:31	Andrew Darien

And what year did you all move?

                
00:30:37	T Nash

It has to be probably in 2000. I moved over here, I've been over here for fifteen years now, so probably about, I'll say 2000.

                
00:30:46	Andrew Darien

And do you miss anything about living in Lynn?

                
00:30:51	T Nash

I miss all of Lynn. I'm a Lynn-er. I have a tattoo on my leg, 7-8-1. Born and raised, I go back there frequently. I'm a member of the Brotherhood. I do a lot of advocacy over there. I do a lot of whatever I can do for Lynn. I worked in probably every summer camp there was: the Salvation Army, the YMCA, the Boys and Girls Club. Any chance that I can give back to Lynn that was one of my things [that] I always had in my heart because of the way I grew up in Lynn— with the family and friends that I had on my street at that time, which I [would now] call them my family as of today. Yeah, I would always go back to Lynn. If there was a safe place for me to go for me and my family, and able to afford it, I would go back. Definitely. In a heartbeat.

                
00:31:46	Andrew Darien

Do you— have you brought your kids and your grandkids there?

                
00:31:52	T Nash

Oh yeah, my whole family, we're all, we're Lynn-ers. I mean my daughter is, my grandson [is]. He played a little bit of the football for Pop Warner at one time, you know. My nephew was on the Pop Warner team. Yeah, we have a lot of history in Lynn, my whole family does.

                
00:32:15	Andrew Darien

What kind of organizing have you done on the North Shore?

                
00:32:28	T Nash

Well, I do a lot of community work. I just try to collaborate and get the communities together. I do a lot of that more so than anything [else]. And then I jumped on to the LGBTQ [activities] because that was something I was passionate about at my coming out [period], so I was just trying — [I found it useful] for me to help explain why I am, who I am [and] to maybe mentor other kids, or adults, that are having a hard time coming out. I always left that language open. I didn't really have an organization where I was really like 'in in'— I kinda jumped around. So whatever was my group for that day or that month, yhat's what I would contribute my time to.

                
00:33:14	Andrew Darien

Is it correct that you you wrote a book called "Try Kindness"?

                
00:33:20	T Nash

I did, yes I did.

                
00:33:21	Andrew Darien

Can you tell me a little bit about that book?

                
00:33:25	T Nash

Yeah, "Try Kindness" is a book about caregivers. I took care of two clients that really respect[ed] who I was and thought highly of me, so I would tell them [and] we would sit around talking about different subjects or whatever, and they said, "You know what? You really need to try to come up with a book!" I said, "I don't know how to write a book!" They said, "You don't have to worry don't worry about that X, Y, & Z" so I said, "Okay." Eventually what happened was I sat down, I took care of the mother and the father, I mean the mother — the two mothers, the mothers passed away, and once the mothers passed away, that's when they thought it was a good idea for me to come out with this book, and letting others know that it's okay to take care of your parents, and let go of a lot of things besides just death. Because the only thing at the end of life is just hospice and comfort care. But there's more than just comfort care, there's a lot more to comfort before you even get there. That's what that book's about. Kinda walking you through what's okay and what's not okay to be as you're getting older, and what, y'know, what really values you. Is it because she can't change or depend [upon herself]? Or is it because you just want her time and love and her safety? Those are the things you have to kind of elaborate on, like, what's more important to you? And that's what that book's about.

                
00:35:05	Andrew Darien

What do you— I'm just thinking about this for the first time now, you [seem to] spend most of your life helping very young people and people who are elderly. Why do you think you're on those two ends?

                
00:35:24	T Nash

The young kids: I always wanted to, like I said, it was just something that I thought I could bring to them— something I always wanted in my childhood. And the elderly came in when I took care of my mother and knew how important it was for her to stay at home, as she did threaten me like, "I'm never going to a nursing home." But when she [said] that I really doubted why she said that, because she never wanted to go into a nursing home. Not knowing [that] I didn't have no tools at all when I brought her home. But it was just the fact that this is what her wishes were and I wanted to take care of wishes, so that's why I ended up taking care of her/ Then I just enjoyed it, you know? The comfort that I had, and I was able to do it. So then I went to school for it and then once I found out [that] you can get a job behind it. [So] I went and furthered my education and then I just started picking up clients here and there. It's more of the experience that I had with the different clients that made me want to stay in this work, and how important it is for me to be able to have the nurturing heart that I have and what they offer, they give me too. 'Cause it's like a learning tool, you know? They have their experience and I have my experience in another way, so we kinda worked out together.

                
00:36:44	Andrew Darien

There has been quite a bit of a backlash against LGBTQ plus people. You know, over the last five to ten years or so. Do you have an idea of why that's happening?

                
00:37:06	T Nash

I think it's more just popularity. There's nothing else besides just the popularity— if it's an important [or] if it's not importantto anybody. You know? It just kinda gets washed under because it's really not bringing money to the table. It's not something that you can really deal with the politicians that become political about it. It's just kind of rate them on the board or.... It's either you like it or you don't like it. You know, that's where that is.

                
00:37:34	Andrew Darien

Well, I guess for me, you look at, you know, the last twenty, thirty, forty years, and there's a lot to be optimistic about. There's a lot of progress, there's a lot of acceptance. But there's also, I think, a lot of hate and a lot of backlash at the same time. Would you say that, generally speaking, you're optimistic about the future?

                
00:38:02	T Nash

I'm very optimistic. I really think everything's gonna be all right. I always do believe that anyways. That's just my faith. I just think [that] if you believe everything's all right, everything is gonna turn out to be all right.

                
00:38:17	Andrew Darien

All right, well, I know we're pressing up a little bit against our time limit. So I'll give you, give you my last question: Fifty years from now, when somebody pulls this recording out of an old archive and they listen to it, what is it that you most want them to know, or understand, either about your life, or about Lynn, or this moment in LGBTQ+ history?

                
00:38:54	T Nash

Well, what I would really want you to know [is that] it's okay for you to be you. And when I say it's okay to be you, you're able to— first of all, amplify your voice, that's one. You're able to describe who you want to be and be comfortable where you, you know— in whatever situation you're in. And also just know what you really want as far as the education part of it all, because it's just not coming out being gay. There's a lot of background to being gay and the personality you have to have behind it. Some is good and some is not good, and you just gotta have that power to know how to defend yourself. It's like a character. Know what character you wanna be for today and tomorrow.

                
00:39:44	Andrew Darien

Well, I think if one thing is self-evident from the short time that you and I have spent together, it's that you are incredibly resilient and clearly a survivor. So, thank you very much for talking to us today. I really appreciate your time.

                
00:40:05	T Nash

Oh, I thank you so much, Drew! And if there's anything else I can do for you, by all means, reach out. I'm here. And that's it. I think this was great. I'm glad you guys are working on this project and I think it's going to be wonderful!

                
