Kathy Clay, November 27, 1983

00:00:01	Pat Gozemba

We were doing this tape for North Shore Gay and Lesbian Alliance, and they made this little slideshow about the alliance and five years and all the people involved and stuff like that.

                
00:00:13	Pat Gozemba

So the person who was supposed to do the tape, BJ, decides that she couldn't take the day off work. And so I was like stuck. I wanted a man and a woman to do it, so I had to engineer the thing and do the voice as well. I'm telling you, the 25 minutes of that slideshow lasted, listening to my voice, I was just like, oh God , oh God, I've got to get somebody else to re-record this.

                
00:00:39	Kathy Clay

I can't stand it. I hear my voice, and I'm like, there's probably a lot of old ladies in this room. Where did that voice come from? It sounded like a man to me.

                
00:00:50	Pat Gozemba

But where did you go when you said you went away for 10 years?

                
00:00:54	Kathy Clay

Well, I met someone down there, and we started going together. And when you start going together with somebody, your best bet is to stay out of Fran's.

                
00:01:03	Janet Kahn

I think that's interesting. Why?

                
00:01:06	Kathy Clay

In fact, I'll give you a more recent thing. While I was in ICU, my supposedly best friend, she keeps calling herself my best friend. You know, friends is fine with me. You're not my best friend. But my supposedly best friend came up to visit me. Well, she stopped by and picked up my lover on her way up. That was fine and everything. That was okay. I don't trust my supposedly best friend never did. And anyhow, that particular night, while I'm in ICU, she's trying to make my girlfriend. If they're going with somebody, fine. But she just recently broke up with her lover. And she's had this hang-up. I don't know what it is. Half a dozen people down there that have this hang-up that whoever I go out with, they want to go out with. Well, this particular friend did the same thing with my ex-girlfriend. The minute we had a fight or an argument, she was right there and apparently my ex-girlfriend put her down so bad, she just kind of, She doesn't like me, does she? No, I guess not. Y'all get over it.

                
00:02:19	Janet Kahn

Do you think that happens a lot at that bar?

                
00:02:23	Kathy Clay

Oh, an awful lot. Oh, yeah. It's unbelievable. I mean, if you're going together with somebody and they're not, forget it. As long as they're going with somebody, you're kind of safe, you know. But now, they went down. After they left me, they went over to the Lyceum, then they went down to Dominic's, then they went down to the club. And so now, it's already all over the place that, nobody knew I was in the hospital. But it's all over the place that Nancy left me and she's now going out with Mary Ellen. Now, that has already gone right through the bar. Yeah, that was quick, yeah.

                
00:03:00	Pat Gozemba

Jesus, that's amazing.

                
00:03:02	Kathy Clay

Oh, isn't it though? I know, it's interesting, huh? And we've had more people calling us asking us how we are, but we'll not come right out and ask what they heard. In fact, two of the more bigger mouths down, Dawn and Norma, they wanted us to come over last night. We know them, I mean, they haven't called since we moved in there. We haven't spoke to them in about a year. And all of a sudden, they're calling, oh, why don't you come over for a couple drinks tomorrow night? We know the minute we get in there. They're not going to be able to keep their mouths shut, so it's got to come out.

                
00:03:34	Pat Gozemba

Trying to size up where they're really getting on.

                
00:03:37	Kathy Clay

What's happening here, you know?

                
00:03:38	Janet Kahn

It's the vultures.

                
00:03:39	Pat Gozemba

That's amazing.

                
00:03:42	Kathy Clay

The bar is a zoo. I mean, it's, you know, I never believed it in the beginning. I mean, when everyone said, you know, stay out of the bar, you know, it's nothing but trouble. I mean, I believed it. I mean, I saw what it could do to some people. But I also thought to myself, I mean, you know, a bar cannot destroy a relationship. It's ridiculous. But in a roundabout way, it can do a damn good job.

                
00:04:08	Pat Gozemba

But where else is, like, I guess the question is where else is there to go to socialize and meet people and to feel comfortable?

                
00:04:16	Kathy Clay

I know, and when you know so many people, it's very difficult to try to go from house to house to house to house to house. I mean, you know, it could take, you know, you know, 30, 40 people down there that you associate with. You know, it'd take you six months to go to everybody's house at least once.

                
00:04:30	Pat Gozemba

Do people get together and have parties, people like who spend a lot of time at Fran's get together and have, like, house parties and stuff like that?

                
00:04:38	Kathy Clay

Well, I'll tell you, as far as the house parties go, since Tony had taken over the bar, when he took over the bar.

                
00:04:44	Pat Gozemba

He's the guy who's now down at Dom's, yeah.

                
00:04:47	Kathy Clay

Yeah, he's the one that destroyed Fran's. Him and his sleazy little family friend.

                
00:04:52	Pat Gozemba

Really? Tell us about that one.

                
00:04:53	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. How do you think he got his job? Don't ever let Fran hear this.

                
00:04:57	Pat Gozemba

Oh I wouldn't. By the way, we wouldn't let anybody hear the tape.

                
00:05:02	Kathy Clay

I surmised it, but I wasn't, you know, I wasn't sure. I mean, here, she hires a manager that is all talk and everybody and anybody would know he's all talk. He was never a manager. He used to manage gay bars in California. He was a DJ. He was a DJ. He couldn't even put a record on right when it all started there. He couldn't do anything. I mean, everybody knew he was a giant phony, so there had to be some reason why Franny would hire somebody who knew nothing, you know. And finally, one of the guys, I don't know, was down at the diner or something, and one of the guys that was going around with them, he was taking Franny up to Maine, all around different gay places, right, and he's the one that he, I guess he was there at the time, total secrecy until Tony fired him from the DJ booth and he just started blabbing away.

                
00:05:54	Pat Gozemba

Oh, wow. When did Tony take over managing that bar?

                
00:05:59	Kathy Clay

Late 1980. 81, I think. Yeah. He drugged.

                
00:06:06	Pat Gozemba

Is Tony gay, do you think?

                
00:06:08	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. Yeah, he's gay, but he'll do anything to get what he, you know, I mean, he'd have to. Franny's a little, on the aging side.

                
00:06:18	Pat Gozemba

Not exactly the queen of the prom.

                
00:06:21	Kathy Clay

Yeah, I mean, look at all the beautiful suits he had. Franny went out and bought him all kinds of beautiful suits.

                
00:06:26	Pat Gozemba

I don't remember him. I mean, certainly I was going over to that bar occasionally, but I don't remember him. I should go down to Dom's sometime and get a look at him again.

                
00:06:38	Kathy Clay

Well, I haven't seen him, but you might not recognize him. Somebody told him that they thought he looked good as a blonde, so the fool went out and bleached his hair blonde. I haven't seen him, so I don't know how much different he might look. But he had jet black hair. I mean, you know, he turned in his own sister. He robbed Franny's payroll.

                
00:07:01	Pat Gozemba

She told me something about him robbing, she told me that herself, about him robbing her.

                
00:07:06	Kathy Clay

He robbed the payroll and blamed it on his sister, told Franny that his sister stole it. I mean, his own sister, told Franny his own sister stole it. I mean, he had a safe put in the back that all the money was kept in. He wouldn't even give Franny the, you know, combination.

                
00:07:23	Pat Gozemba

Is that right?

                
00:07:25	Kathy Clay

Can you imagine?

                
00:07:27	Pat Gozemba

But how did, I mean, did he have a relationship with Jay, too? I mean, does, or does Jay pretty much just back off from the whole thing?

                
00:07:35	Kathy Clay

Jay's very straight. I mean, he's got, I think he's got a wife and kids, too. No, he just, you'll see him down on special occasions.

                
00:07:42	Pat Gozemba

Right, that's when it seemed like Wednesday night at the wet t-shirt contest and stuff, you know, he was there.

                
00:07:48	Janet Kahn

All right, for the t-shirts, not for the jockey shorts.

                
00:07:50	Pat Gozemba

Yeah, Yeah, not for the jockeys. There's another ashtray out there if you want me to get it. There's a little one. We let the cats use it.

                
00:08:00	Janet Kahn

Oh, the thing with the rubber bands in it?

                
00:08:04	Pat Gozemba

The thing with the rubber bands in it? Yeah. Yeah, that's an ashtray.

                
00:08:11	Janet Kahn

I thought it was going to be another ashtray.

                
00:08:15	Pat Gozemba

But, that's really interesting about Fran and that guy. What about, I mean, what about, like what makes you, made you say that you think, like I've heard two things about Fran. One is that, you know how I suppose people hear about all of us, right? Like, one is that she's sort of like this mother protector of a lot of gay people, sort of. And of. And the other is that she's somewhat cynical about it. And I don't know, you know, I mean, I wonder what makes you, obviously you've had a chance to observe it a lot more than, you know, other people have.

                
00:08:55	Kathy Clay

Mother protector? Forget it. If somebody got stabbed in Fran's, as long as they were close enough to the door, she'd throw them outside so Fran's wouldn't be involved or would not allow anybody to call the police to come up and pick up the bloody body. Well. Look at that in 1980, or just before I came back there.

                
00:09:11	Pat Gozemba

Was this guy killed up there?

                
00:09:13	Kathy Clay

The guy was killed. Ran over by the thing. Fran closed the door.

                
00:09:16	Janet Kahn

Ran over by what? What?

                
00:09:17	Kathy Clay

What it was, it was a colored guy that was leaving the bar.

                
00:09:20	Pat Gozemba

Oh, so he was in the bar?

                
00:09:22	Kathy Clay

He was in the bar, yeah. Yeah. He was gay. And he went in, he got into his car and he was going to be leaving. Well, these bunch of guys were after somebody else, but, and he wasn't there, so they were just a rowdy bunch. They started on this guy, they had billy clubs and everything. Started smashing at his windows. So he tried to get away and one of the guys happened to be in front of the car. I mean, it was, in a way, self-defense in an accident, but the only thing was that he was so nervous and shook he rode over him about three or four times. You know, and he killed him instantly. Franny, I'm not sure if she locked the doors, but she closed the doors and would not allow anybody to call the police.

                
00:09:56	Pat Gozemba

Oh, my God. Aye yi yi.

                
00:09:59	Kathy Clay

Oh, no, you could die in that place.

                
00:10:01	Pat Gozemba

Was it a gay, was it one of the rowdy gang that ran over by the car, or was it the?

                
00:10:05	Kathy Clay

It was the rowdy, it wasn't the gay.

                
00:10:06	Pat Gozemba

Oh. Oh.

                
00:10:08	Kathy Clay

In fact, it was another kid that used to go in there all the time that I guess he booked, you know, and he owed out a lot of money and this and that, and they were after him. And he wasn't there, so they just took it out on, you know, oh, here comes a fag, let's grab him, especially he's black, this is even going to be more fun type of thing, you know.

                
00:10:24	Pat Gozemba

Aye yi yi. Isn't me, but. Isn't it something?

                
00:10:27	Kathy Clay

But Fran, forget it. Oh, my God. That place is totally unreal as far as, you know, I mean, who was it there? There's been a few fights in there recently, not recently, but in the past couple of years, that Fran literally just threw him out in the street. There was one out there that was, I think he was stabbed, lying on the front of the steps.

                
00:10:49	Pat Gozemba

I heard somebody was stabbed out there. I didn't hear about the guy getting run over by the car, but I heard about somebody being badly injured.

                
00:10:59	Kathy Clay

Or the Jan, school, the girl I went to school with, right, dynamite person. Really nice. And, I mean, everybody's protector. I mean, you know, you can be brave all you want as long as Jan's standing next to you, black belt in karate and all this. She went out one night to get into her car. She had a beautiful black Camaro and Puerto Ricans came up to her, you know, with a gun and pointed the gun at her and said, give me your keys, we want your car. And she took the gun in the kid's hand. She did not take it away from him. She held it in his hand with his finger on the trigger and she turned it right around, stuck it in his face and said, you want to shoot now? And his friends took off and he ran too.

                
00:11:47	Pat Gozemba

What a great story. Fantastic. Was that something that happened recently over there?

                
00:11:52	Kathy Clay

Yeah, that was just last year. Huh.

                
00:11:56	Pat Gozemba

Something, you know, you can...

                
00:11:56	Janet Kahn

Black belt gives you confidence.

                
00:11:58	Kathy Clay

Right. Yeah. Those guys I don't think ever came back.

                
00:12:03	Pat Gozemba

I used to see like a team of, I think they were Puerto Rican, like a Puerto Rican softball team, men's softball team that used to come into Fran's sometimes in the summertime and drink. Did you ever see those guys that came in there? No. I was down there one, you know, I admittedly saw them one night while I was down there. I don't know, maybe it was, it wasn't this past summer. Might have been the summer before that in '82.

                
00:12:30	Kathy Clay

I know there were, you know, different softball teams coming in and out of there that had a lot of gays on them, that's why.

                
00:12:36	Pat Gozemba

Is that what it was? See, I had no idea. I had no idea. Well, the first time I was in that bar and I saw this team come in, I wondered if, you know, if they had just had a few drinks after the game and decided to be tough and come down to the bar.

                
00:12:51	Kathy Clay

You know, I'll tell you, that's one thing, you have to constantly stop and think about them. And every time you go in that bar, that's my first thought, the minute I see guys coming in, is, you know, is, oh God, here we go, trouble again.

                
00:13:03	Pat Gozemba

Really?

                
00:13:03	Kathy Clay

Of course, that came from, like I told you, from the old bar. The old bar, the Blue Note, years ago, the Blue Note hated the Lighthouse.

                
00:13:14	Pat Gozemba

The Blue Note is down there on Washington Street too?

                
00:13:17	Kathy Clay

Right next door. Yeah. Right across the street. OK? And what it used to be is they used to come over, mainly on a Friday night they'd do it, right? They'd wait until they got really lit and stuff. So about 11:30, 12 o'clock, in fact, then the bar was closed at 1. I mean, they would be totally wiped out. And they'd come over and they'd start. But they would start a little on the fags, but not so much. It was the girls that were dressed like guys. Ah, you want to be a guy? Okay, let's fight, you know, type thing.

                
00:13:45	Pat Gozemba

Dolly [Stamopopoulos] said that too.

                
00:13:46	Janet Kahn

They picked on the women more, it blows my mind.

                
00:13:49	Kathy Clay

They picked on the women more because most of them, well back then they were really, you know, everybody called, now you dress like that, they'll call you a diesel dyke. You know, I mean, they were really dressed, you know.

                
00:14:02	Janet Kahn

Just like how? Describe them.

                
00:14:04	Kathy Clay

Similar to the same way I dress now.

                
00:14:07	Pat Gozemba

You haven't let custom change you.

                
00:14:10	Kathy Clay

I haven't let custom change me, I still, you know, except, you know, on occasions dressed up, you know, then you'd wear your suits and your ties and stuff like that.

                
00:14:18	Pat Gozemba

Yeah, yeah. But generally, like, the kind of...

                
00:14:23	Kathy Clay

Well, I always wore, long before the dungaree became popular, I always wore the dungaree jackets and the dungarees, you know. In fact, when they became popular, I was bored because everybody else was wearing it too, so that's when I started changing, you know, to other types of slacks and stuff. But, like when you were saying, you know, about old... I can't really think of all that good that was down in Fran's. I mean, it was constant fights. It was a very nerve-wracking place to go in.

                
00:14:55	Pat Gozemba

Like every night you think there would be a fight in there?

                
00:14:57	Kathy Clay

Well, it was like... How would you say it? It was the only place to go, I mean, if you wanted to meet Gay, because at that time it was more hidden. So when these people left there, it was like a total different world, you know, to a lot of them.

                
00:15:15	Pat Gozemba

Yeah.

                
00:15:16	Kathy Clay

You know, so because of that, it's the only place you really could see them.

                
00:15:20	Pat Gozemba

Yeah.

                
00:15:21	Pat Gozemba

And so you had to go in there. But every time you went in there, you had to realize you were taking your life into your hands, it's how dangerous that place was. I mean, you were...

                
00:15:30	Janet Kahn

What year are you talking about?

                
00:15:32	Kathy Clay

Well, I'm going back as far as 1966. That's when I started.

                
00:15:36	Pat Gozemba

That's when you first started?

                
00:15:37	Kathy Clay

Yeah.

                
00:15:38	Janet Kahn

You said you were 19 when you first went?

                
00:15:40	Kathy Clay

About 19, yeah. 18, 19.

                
00:15:43	Janet Kahn

How'd you know about it? How'd you find out about it? This girl, Barbara L'Italien, told me, you know. It was, well, that's a whole different story, you know. I mean, I was from Beverly and [in] Beverly nobody knew about gays, fags, anything, you know. I just thought I was walking around very strange. Oh, these girls look nice that don't bother with the guys, you know. What's wrong?

                
00:16:04	Pat Gozemba

This was when you were in high school?

                
00:16:06	Kathy Clay

Yeah. What's wrong? Can't figure out what's wrong, you know. And then I met Barbara L'Italien, and she had told me about a gay bar.

                
00:16:13	PAT GOZEMBA

Was she from Beverly?

                
00:16:14	Kathy Clay

At that time, Salem. She lived in Salem. And she, you know, she knew right off. I mean, God, I looked like a little boy. I mean, all the girls in school used to say, why can't you be a little boy? You're so cute. You're so cute. You look just like Dr. Kildare. Well, then a lot of them thought I looked like Dr. Kildare,

                
00:16:36	Kathy Clay

I love it. We used to love to go to the parties, you know. I used to go to the parties where they'd turn out the lights, and you'd grab a partner and kiss them. And I always knew I'd be, oh, sorry, wrong sex. Well, what can I say?

                
00:16:50	Janet Kahn

That's great.

                
00:16:51	Kathy Clay

Sorry about that, you know. And, of course, then the days of practicing, you know. We had to practice how to kiss the boys. Okay, Beverly, I'll teach you how to practice. I had to go get around these, you know.

                
00:17:05	Pat Gozemba

You must have thought that one up, too.

                
00:17:08	Janet Kahn

It could be.

                
00:17:11	Kathy Clay

But I'll tell you, it was so funny when I came back in 1980 and I went down the bar. Practically my whole homeroom was there.

                
00:17:21	Pat Gozemba

Is that right?

                
00:17:22	Kathy Clay

Yeah. I mean, all these girls, right?

                
00:17:24	Pat Gozemba

From Beverly.

                
00:17:25	Kathy Clay

Yeah. Yeah. Jan and about three or four other ones that, you know. Because we had mostly all boys in our class, homeroom class, and the girls from my junior high school homeroom class were were all down at the bar. I cracked up. I goes, I knew it all the time, especially when we had these things, you know, that all the girls got. We had to wear the skirts or the culottes. I wore the culottes, right? You couldn't wear slacks. But we got the men's dress jackets and ties and white shirts. We all came to school dressed like that. Every one of them that came dressed like that were all the ones that were down at Fran's.

                
00:17:58	Pat Gozemba

Isn't that great?

                
00:17:59	Janet Kahn

High class.

                
00:18:01	Pat Gozemba

I was in such a dead beat class.

                
00:18:03	Janet Kahn

Were you?

                
00:18:04	Pat Gozemba

Yeah.

                
00:18:10	Janet Kahn

I spent part of high school trying to get this religious friend of mine who was... that she was gay. That she shouldn't worry about it.

                
00:18:10	Pat Gozemba

Were you out at that time?

                
00:18:14	Janet Kahn

No.

                
00:18:18	Pat Gozemba

I feel like a real retarded case. I didn't come out until I was 29.

                
00:18:22	Kathy Clay

Mm-hmm. Well, I'll tell you, most of the girls that I met, though, they all knew back then that they were gay. They all said, you had the nerve to do it. But they didn't have the nerve. They went through the whole thing. Some of them married, had kids, never liked it, and then finally decided that it's time to come out. Of course, then again, back in the 60s, it was really not quite the time to come out. As it got into the 70s and stuff, yeah.

                
00:18:53	Janet Kahn

I don't know when I came out.

                
00:18:55	Pat Gozemba

70

                
00:18:55	Janet Kahn

68?

                
00:19:02	Pat Gozemba

I was telling Janet last night, I came out, seduced by one of my students. And I loved it. It changed my life. It gave me something to look forward to

                
00:19:15	Janet Kahn

You should learn from your students.

                
00:19:16	PAT GOZEMBA

You certainly can. `When people talk about learning from your students, I'm like, yeah. Eh? Or when people talk about teachers seducing students. JANET KAHN or sexual harrassment.

                
00:19:24	PAT GOZEMBA

I'm like, give me a break.

                
00:19:29	Janet Kahn

So Barbara told you about Fran's, huh?

                
00:19:32	Kathy Clay

Yeah.

                
00:19:33	Janet Kahn

So were you anxious to go?

                
00:19:35	Kathy Clay

Oh, Oh, yeah. I'm dying to get over. Oh, boy, let's go.

                
00:19:38	Pat Gozemba

Do you remember what it was like?

                
00:19:39	Kathy Clay

First bar I ever been into, too. I mean, I didn't drink.

                
00:19:41	Pat Gozemba

It was the first bar, period?

                
00:19:42	Kathy Clay

Yeah, first bar. I didn't even drink. I didn't like booze. And I go, what am I going to do? I've got to drink. Because at that time, I was a little on the shy side, too. I mean, Barbara was the only one I knew in there. And I'm looking around, saying, what do we do? Yeah, have a few drinks. Then we can think of plenty to do. Now, let's have a little bravery here. It was funny, too, because it cracked me up. Because so many people said, jeez, I used to think you were so stuck up and everything. I'm stuck up? I was petrified. I'm so damn shy, I couldn't stand it. But it was fun.

                
00:20:23	Pat Gozemba

How did you meet Barbara L'Italien?

                
00:20:26	Kathy Clay

How did I meet Barbara? Well, that's another story we won't get into.

                
00:20:31	Pat Gozemba

We'll, OK.

                
00:20:31	Kathy Clay

We'll skip over that one. We won't get into how I met Barbara L'Italien.

                
00:20:34	Pat Gozemba

I'll just tell you what I was wondering about. And maybe you can talk about some other people rather than yourself in this. I was wondering how lesbians or gay men found each other.

                
00:20:50	Janet Kahn

In the 60s.

                
00:20:53	Pat Gozemba

Yeah, in the 60s. It was altogether different in the 70s. There were a lot of people talking about being out. And there were all these shows on TV and all the rest. And a lot of talk about it. I think in the 60s, how did people find each other?

                
00:21:09	Kathy Clay

Well, like I said, I stuck out like a sore thumb. They knew damn well I was gay. They knew I was, really. Once they found out I was a girl, then they figured I had to be gay. No girl's going to dress like this. And I wasn't trying to hide anything. I didn't even know what I was hiding. So I'm going, So I'm going, I don't like men. They're not my type. And this and that. And the only thing I liked about men is beating them in every game they knew. Football, baseball, basketball, fighting, you name it. That's the only thing I was interested in. So I stuck out like a sore thumb. So if somebody was gay, it didn't matter. In fact, when Barbara came up to me and said, are you gay? And I went, is that the same thing as homosexual? Heard that word. Finally heard it about two weeks before she asked me.

                
00:22:09	Pat Gozemba

What, the word gay?

                
00:22:12	Kathy Clay

I had never heard the word gay. I had heard somebody telling me I was homosexual. What's that?

                
00:22:20	Pat Gozemba

Who told you that? Was it another kid?

                
00:22:22	Kathy Clay

No, it was a psychiatrist. It's like, you're homosexual. No, I'm not. Because at that time they locked homosexuals up and didn't let them out. No, I'm not. No, I'm not.

                
00:22:35	Kathy Clay

So that kind of panicked me. I did a few crazy things when I was younger. I married a fag, just to prove I wasn't homosexual.

                
00:22:44	Pat Gozemba

Really?

                
00:22:45	Kathy Clay

Not even 24 hours. After I married him, he decided he wasn't gay no more. I went, that's too bad.

                
00:22:52	Pat Gozemba

Oh, wow.

                
00:22:54	Kathy Clay

And then I goes, uh-uh. You sneaky son of a bitch. No way. And I had only married, I didn't care about him or anything. HeI knew I was just marrying him. Because I had heard that they could lock homosexuals away for the rest of their lives. I did not want to get locked away for the rest of my life, so I married him.

                
00:23:10	Janet Kahn

Who told you that?

                
00:23:16	Kathy Clay

The psych. That's an illness.

                
00:23:18	Pat Gozemba

That is such a... And how old were you at that time?

                
00:23:24	Kathy Clay

16. I was 16 when they first told me. But when I found out, I was almost 18, I found out that they could lock you away for the rest of your life.

                
00:23:31	Pat Gozemba

Whoa. of Whoa.

                
00:23:32	Janet Kahn

Had you had a relationship with a woman at that point?

                
00:23:35	Kathy Clay

No. No. All these girls were coming up to me, and I was always afraid. Oh, I can't stand it. Especially one of them. Oh, she's cute.

                
00:23:43	Pat Gozemba

Was there somebody in high school with you?

                
00:23:45	Kathy Clay

No, no. A girl, just a girl that I knew. She was really cute. I tried to find her afterwards, but I never could find her. She was out in Brookline somewhere. I've never found her since. I went looking for her.

                
00:24:00	Janet Kahn

Yeah, we all have those second thoughts later on. Oh, they're a waste of time.

                
00:24:07	PAT GOZEMBA

That's the story of my life. I'm always in the wrong place at the wrong time.

                
00:24:11	Janet Kahn

Oh, Oh, I hear

                
00:24:17	Kathy Clay

But once I got down to it, I don't know why.

                
00:24:20	Pat Gozemba

That's such a heavy thing to think about, being a teenager and having to confront that.

                
00:24:25	Janet Kahn

That kind of threat. Where was your family at about this? Did they notice that you dressed differently?

                
00:24:33	Kathy Clay

Beverly. My father got, when I was about 13, my father started on, you know, he's the one, more or less. In other words, like, he had two girls, and one acted like a little boy, and he liked it, you know, because he had someone to take fishing and stuff like that. But then like that. But then when the third one came along, was a little boy, when he was old enough to go take fishing and stuff, then I was about 13. So then he started, you know, Margaret, get this kid out of slacks. I can't stand it. Buy more dresses. And, you know, Ma knew not to buy more dresses because they were just hanging in the closet because there was no way this kid was putting them on. You know? Yeah. Because, you know, most of the time I wore uniforms because I went to St. Mary's.

                
00:25:16	Pat Gozemba

In Beverly? How old are you Kathy?

                
00:25:16	Kathy Clay

Yeah.

                
00:25:16	Pat Gozemba

How old are you, Kathy?

                
00:25:19	Kathy Clay

36.

                
00:25:20	Pat Gozemba

I knew, I'm 42, and I knew almost 43. But I knew a lot of kids who went to St. Mary's. But they would have been earlier. So when you went, was it, St. Mary's was all girls.

                
00:25:36	Kathy Clay

No, no.

                
00:25:37	Pat Gozemba

There were boys in the high school as well?

                
00:25:39	Kathy Clay

Yeah. Both boys. And I went there, I don't know how long it was before that they had more or less stopped the high school. And it was only one through eight grades.

                
00:25:49	Pat Gozemba

Uh-huh. And then you went to Beverly High?

                
00:25:51	Kathy Clay

And then I, no, well, I fought and fought and fought and fought and fought. Finally, by the time I reached the eighth grade, they finally decided to throw me out when they realized I wasn't going to go to school. And then I went to Memorial Junior High, then I went to Beverly High.

                
00:26:07	Kathy Clay

Couldn't stand it. I had to have my, my mother happened to be the head of the guild. So because of that, they, anything I did wrong, they had to let it pass. And I goes, oh, please don't throw me out, you know. I'm trying to get thrown out of here. I don't like it. Finally, very nicely, the nun said to my mother, I really don't think your daughter likes this school. She probably would be better off going to another one. Yeah, yeah, yeah. Let me out. I can't stand the nuns, you know. But.

                
00:26:33	Pat Gozemba

Huh. I was in love with the nuns.

                
00:26:37	Janet Kahn

I know, I hear more stories about that.

                
00:26:39	Pat Gozemba

I didn't go to Catholic school until I was in the seventh grade. I started going in the seventh grade. I was so in love with the nuns.

                
00:26:47	Kathy Clay

I think there was only one that I ever liked, Bernadette, Bernadette Marie, Marie Bernadette, whatever. And then we had ones like Sister Rose in the devil, and stuff like that... Get out there, their rulers there, and crack you one.

                
00:27:06	Pat Gozemba

I wonder what they were into.

                
00:27:10	Kathy Clay

I got one of them, though, one time. Sister Rose in the devil, Sister Rose of the angels. Fourth grade.

                
00:27:16	Pat Gozemba

She taught in the school I went to in St. Mary's, Waltham.

                
00:27:19	Kathy Clay

Really? Skinny woman? Old? That's her, yeah.

                
00:27:22	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. My sister had her, yeah. My sister had it for fifth grade.

                
00:27:25	Kathy Clay

Crack. She ripped out some kid's ear one time.

                
00:27:28	Pat Gozemba

Is that right?

                
00:27:30	Kathy Clay

Pulled his ear so hard, ripped it half way off. I got her though. I got her good. Had a nice little softball throwing catch, right? Took a good aim, at that habit of hers, and I just whipped it. That woman had no hair underneath there.

                
00:27:42	Pat Gozemba

Oh.

                
00:27:43	Kathy Clay

She was running around, eeeeee. You know, of course, they naturally, I mean, a girl couldn't throw like that. Must have been one of the boys, because I made sure to stand in the middle of a bunch of boys when I threw it. So I never got caught.

                
00:27:56	Pat Gozemba

I have to tell my sister that story about Rose of the Angels. They used to call her that, Rose of the Devils, in Waltham, as well. I believe it.

                
00:28:04	Kathy Clay

I believe it. Oh.

                
00:28:06	Pat Gozemba

She was one of them.

                
00:28:08	Kathy Clay

She was. She's the one that sticks out more than anything, because she was one of the mean nuns.

                
00:28:14	Pat Gozemba

Did you get a sense that there were, like, when you, like, you finally met this Barbara, and then you went over to the bar, did you get a sense that there were a lot of gay people around this area? I mean, did you, like, at one time you said, earlier you said something like, I felt as if, you know, I was different.

                
00:28:34	Kathy Clay

Yeah. different. Yeah. You know. Oh, when I walked into the bar.

                
00:28:37	PAT GOZEMBA

When you first went into that bar, I mean, did you start getting a sense of, that there were more gay people?

                
00:28:41	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. I felt great. I goes, oh, God, it's not me. Thank God. I'm not crazy. Finally. Jeez, it's not me. Look at them all, you know. And, of course, naturally, I went there, and then I went to Jacques', and they had the Downstair, I think they called it.

                
00:28:56	Pat Gozemba

The Empty Barrel.

                
00:28:57	Kathy Clay

The Golden, the Golden something that was around the corner there. They were all in one area. I went to all of them.

                
00:29:02	Pat Gozemba

Easy Hearts [???] Golden Nugget.

                
00:29:04	Kathy Clay

Yeah. I went to all of them. Oh, this is great. Oh, I like this. And then they opened The Other Side across from Jacques'. And I went to all the places.

                
00:29:14	Pat Gozemba

The Punchbowl, did you ever go there?

                
00:29:15	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. Every, I didn't want to miss one of them, you know. I was counting them all, you know. Take a count heads up. Good. I'm glad I'm not crazy. I'm not the only one.

                
00:29:27	Pat Gozemba

Were there a lot of people, like when you first went to the Lighthouse or to gay bars in general, were, I mean, what were the ages of the people? I mean, were there people your age? Were there older people there? Do you have any remembrance of that?

                
00:29:42	Kathy Clay

When I went there, well, one particular. Now, when I first went in there, I was almost like the baby of the crowd, you know. Because I think everybody either was 21 or over, or they had much better IDs. I never really caught their, I knew they were all older than I was. I never really caught the ages. Basically, they, you know, they were 21 and over. And because it was used to be, because Vice was great for going there. I mean, the Vice would come in at least once every weekend with a paddy wagon to pick up anybody that didn't have proper IDs or a fight or anything like that, right. So, I mean, I was, like I said, I was really skinny. So I used to go under one of the booths in the back room, right, and all these legs, you know. Poor people would be sitting there, and I'd be underneath there waiting for the Vice squad to get out because I could never pass. I mean, even if I was 21, I couldn't.

                
00:30:35	Kathy Clay

This was Boston or Lynn?

                
00:30:36	Kathy Clay

Lynn. Oh, Lynn. Oh, Lynn was terrible. Oh, the Vice squad used to come down there. She paid out good money. Eventually, they calmed down, but for a while there, especially when it was, what, election time and stuff like that.

                
00:30:52	Pat Gozemba

Yeah.

                
00:30:53	Kathy Clay

Constantly.

                
00:30:54	Pat Gozemba

I've heard that about other bars, like in New York City in election time. They would crack down on bars.

                
00:31:02	Pat Gozemba

But when do you think, so you'd say like from 66 into the early 70s that that happened? When do you think, like, the Vice squad stopped going down there?

                
00:31:12	Kathy Clay

Well, the Vice kind of slowed down probably 68, 69. That only went on for about a year or so, a couple years. But it went on mainly, it was mainly on the weekends. It would always be a surprise. Sometimes it would be a surprise. Sometimes Fran would know they were coming. That's the pull that she had. She would know that they were on their way down. And eventually, when she started finding out that they were on their way down, she would tell everybody. Then after that, it seemed to, like, fade out. And then the only time the paddywagon, I mean, they never came in cruisers. They always had to have that big blue paddywagon. And then after, when that, as that started to calm down, I think everything, the Blue Note started to calm down, you know. Everything started calming down.

                
00:31:58	PAT GOZEMBA

Was the Harborside, the Harborside was gay at that time, right?

                
00:32:01	Pat Gozemba

Is that what it was called, the Harborside?

                
00:32:03	Kathy Clay

Yeah, I think that was it. Harborside [may be referring to Aquarius].

                
00:32:05	Janet Kahn

I think that's what it was.

                
00:32:06	Pat Gozemba

But there were a lot of gay people over there?

                
00:32:08	Kathy Clay

It was, it was mostly all of Fran's crowd.

                
00:32:12	Pat Gozemba

That went to the Harborside?

                
00:32:13	Kathy Clay

That went, That went, that went over there. That place really never took, I mean, what, less than, not even a year, I don't think. I think it was a whole year before it burned.

                
00:32:22	Pat Gozemba

Hmm.

                
00:32:23	Kathy Clay

But that was, Mafia money was used to open that up. That was Joanne Patrizzi. And Al Patrizzi, her father, and Bob was a lot behind on that.

                
00:32:32	Pat Gozemba

Opened up that bar?

                
00:32:33	Kathy Clay

So it was Mafia money that was used, but apparently when the Mafia found out what their money was used for, they really didn't care much, you know. And then they had the big fire.

                
00:32:42	Janet Kahn

Hmm. Yeah, I remember that fire.

                
00:32:45	Pat Gozemba

The 67 or so? Because I think I had just moved up here.

                
00:32:48	Kathy Clay

No, that fire would have been in 71. Yeah, that would have been 71. Hmm. Yeah. That would have been in the early 70s. Hmm. Because I know it was just shortly before I moved out of Lynn.

                
00:33:01	Pat Gozemba

But the harborside was there in 66 or so.

                
00:33:05	Kathy Clay

Well, the bar was there. But it wasn't changed to a gay bar.

                
00:33:09	Pat Gozemba

To a gay bar to a gay bar.

                
00:33:10	Kathy Clay

To a gay bar until the 70s.

                
00:33:11	Pat Gozemba

Ah, yeah.

                
00:33:13	Kathy Clay

But Dominic's, now Dominic's has been around as long as Fran's has.

                
00:33:17	Pat Gozemba

Has it really?

                
00:33:18	Kathy Clay

Yeah. But see, you know why nobody ever knew about it? It was all your queens. It was a bar for queens.

                
00:33:26	Pat Gozemba

Was it in that downtown area? Down by Anthony's Hawthorne

                
00:33:31	Kathy Clay

Yeah. In there, yeah.

                
00:33:33	Janet Kahn

So women never really went there?

                
00:33:35	Kathy Clay

No, not really. You know, occasionally might go in and out of there or something like that.

                
00:33:38	Pat Gozemba

You know, I thought that bar just opened in the early 70s. I thought it, but it had been there before, huh?

                
00:33:45	Kathy Clay

Well, it might have been in the early 70s. Really...

                
00:33:49	Pat Gozemba

They did a big, the reason I was thinking it was in the 70s was because, I, maybe, and that was the first time I noticed it because they did like a lot of ads in Gay Community News and stuff about Mr. Dom's and blah, blah, blah. And, And, and that was when a lot of gay guys that I knew from Salem started going over there. And they, hadn't known about that bar.

                
00:34:09	Kathy Clay

I mean, I think it was, yeah, it was more, well, it was the late 60s. You know, I think it was about 69, maybe. Yeah. Yeah, because, yeah, because you had, what was it we had in Salem? The Alamo that they used to go to or something?

                
00:34:22	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. Now, I don't know exactly where the Alamo used to be.

                
00:34:27	Kathy Clay

Right, let's see, you know, Eaton's Drugstores. Right across the street. Across the street where they had that mall type area. I think it was back there.

                
00:34:36	Pat Gozemba

That's right. I knew it was in that area someplace. And the other place that they used to go to that, and maybe they called it, maybe it was the it was the Alamo before, but it was called Deacon Giles. It's in the back of that Beef and Oyster. It's a bar now, but it used, somebody told me that that used to be a gay bar. Maybe that was it, because that's right in that area that you're talking about. Yeah, because about.

                
00:34:59	Kathy Clay

Yeah, because I don't think it was called the Alamo when they went in. I mean, it was called the Alamo for years, but I think it did, I think they did try, you know, changing it over and changing the name, even though it was still under the same owners, the same people that owned the Beef and Oyster House.

                
00:35:13	Pat Gozemba

Right. The Ingemis and stuff, they own that.

                
00:35:16	Kathy Clay

They own everything. Is there anything they don't own? But, yeah, but I remember now, that was mostly all guys. Yeah. In fact, there was one, there was a coffee house in Marblehead, there used to be a lot of gay guys.

                
00:35:35	Pat Gozemba

King's Rook.

                
00:35:36	Kathy Clay

I think that might have been it. But most of those places were all guys. I mean, as far as the girls go, it was mainly, you know, the Light House. Or Jacques' in Boston, which is now all guys.

                
00:35:49	Pat Gozemba

Is it?

                
00:35:50	Kathy Clay

See, at one time, Jacques.

                
00:35:51	Janet Kahn

I haven't been in there for a long time.

                
00:35:53	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah, it's all drag queens.

                
00:35:55	Pat Gozemba

Is that right? This was drag queens?

                
00:35:57	Kathy Clay

Yeah, basically. I haven't been there. I just, more or less, I went in there once, and then, yeah.

                
00:36:03	Pat Gozemba

That was the first gay bar around this area that I went to, was Jacques.

                
00:36:08	Kathy Clay

I went to Jacques up until 1969, I think. 1969 was the last time I walked in there. St. Patrick's Day. And we went in there, and I got up, I walked to the ladies' room. As I was, just before I got to the door of the ladies' room, I don't know where it came from, why I got it, but this guy come out with his big fist and knocked me out cold. Apparently, he didn't knock me out cold, and I don't remember. I remember when I got home in Lynn, they said I was never knocked out, but I was a little on the dazed side. Never did figure out why the hell that guy hit me. That difficult. I never went back to Jacques after that. Of course, at that time, it was starting with, you know, gays were getting stabbed as they walked out of there. I'm not no one to get stabbed.

                
00:37:00	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. Do you remember any remembrances of when the Lyceum became really known as a gay bar? The pub there, you know, at night, when a lot of gay people started going there?

                
00:37:11	Kathy Clay

I just thought it was right around 1980. That's when I really started hearing a lot about it.

                
00:37:16	Pat Gozemba

Well, I knew that it was, well, I knew that there were gay people down there from about oh, 73 on.

                
00:37:24	Kathy Clay

Really?

                
00:37:25	Pat Gozemba

Every night, yeah. Well, and it was yeah. Well, and it was probably because I lived in Salem.

                
00:37:29	Kathy Clay

Yeah, that could have been.

                
00:37:30	Pat Gozemba

And also because I knew a lot of gay men who used to go there.

                
00:37:33	Kathy Clay

See, that was another thing, too. The Lyceum started out as more or less a not as a gay bar, but it was mostly all men. I mean, it's just been since maybe, might have been before 80, that I've started noticing a lot of people.

                
00:37:46	Pat Gozemba

A lot more women go there now. That's for sure. Yeah. I think you're right. They probably started in 79, 80, a lot more women started going there at night.

                
00:37:55	Kathy Clay

Because when I first heard it, I heard it was mostly all men.

                
00:37:57	Kathy Clay

Yeah. You know, so I would imagine that that's, you know.

                
00:38:04	Janet Kahn

So when people went to Fran's or the Lighthouse, I mean, you said that when people got in relationships, they tended not to go to the bar so much because it was not so safe. So do people go to the bar to meet someone to be in a relationship with?

                
00:38:18	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. Basically, well, back then you were more or less going to the bar to meet someone. Because it was the only way you really could meet somebody, you know. And aside from those, like, well, see, like Barbara L'Italien, she was also [inaudible] back then, too, you know. And so.

                
00:38:38	Pat Gozemba

Is she still around, Barbara?

                
00:38:39	Kathy Clay

Oh, Oh, yeah. Yeah.

                
00:38:41	Pat Gozemba

Does she go to the bar?

                
00:38:43	Kathy Clay

Yeah, she tends to go down there once in a while. She's, I know she's in, you know, I don't know if she's still going with her girlfriend, but it's off and on and they still live together over in Marblehead and all.

                
00:38:53	Pat Gozemba

Yeah.

                
00:38:54	Kathy Clay

But she, I think it's Marblehead or Swampscott, I don't know. But, oh, yeah, she could tell you. I don't know if she would. But I know she could tell you a lot. She was really nice back then, too. One of the better ones. There weren't that many back then. I mean, most of them back then were, well, I guess they were still hiding, so to speak.

                
00:39:18	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. Well, understandably. Yeah.

                
00:39:21	Kathy Clay

So, you know, it was hard to really get to know anybody that well, you know, except for the ones that would dare to walk out in the street the way they were dressed in the bar.

                
00:39:30	Pat Gozemba

Mm-hmm.

                
00:39:31	Kathy Clay

Like, I mean, I dressed in the bar the same way I dressed on the street. But, like, Candy, which I never even knew until recently that, you know, Candy was a spitting image of Paul Anka.

                
00:39:44	Pat Gozemba

Is that right?

                
00:39:44	Kathy Clay

God did she look like Paul Anka? Unbelievable. She could be his twin. And she dressed very macho and everything. But she also worked in a bank in Boston. So she lived out in Everett or something, and she would stay over at this girl Sandy's house for the whole weekend. So for that whole weekend, you know, everything was cool. You wouldn't think that for the whole week she wore nothing but skirts and blouses and carried a purse. You couldn't picture her like that, you know. But yet nobody ever knew this, you know.

                
00:40:17	Pat Gozemba

Is that right? Would people have teased her or made fun of her, do you think?

                
00:40:22	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. Back then, oh, yeah. Among ourselves, we would have good jokes on, you know, the way some people would dress. You know. But now, I mean, she still works in banks in Boston, a bank in Boston. But now she won't go to work as masculine as she looks at home. But she still wears pants and slacks and a shirt and stuff like that.

                
00:40:45	Pat Gozemba

Do you think that that was one of the signs of, like, people really being brave about being gay, women dressing the way they wanted to, I mean, dressing masculine, and being brave enough, like, to walk around in downtown Lynn or Salem or Beverly? I mean, do you really see that as people being brave about it?

                
00:41:07	Kathy Clay

Mm-hmm. Not so much.

                
00:41:10	Pat Gozemba

And would you get harassed by people in the street, I mean, people, you know, just really stare at you or, you know what I mean, sort of make you feel uncomfortable if you were in a store or something like that?

                
00:41:28	Kathy Clay

Well, all my gay life, the one problem I've had, like, when I went into stores and they said, yes, sir, may I help you? I mean, I've constantly had that one. I still have that had that one. But I'll tell you one funny story is I was, you know, back then, if you had to go out for an interview, I mean, you had to wear a skirt. I must have borrowed one. I didn't own any. And I left all that at home when I left. And I had a skirt and a blouse on. And I was walking down in the Central Square area. And these guys going by hollered out the window, "Hey, look at the fag with the skirt on." Well, I turned right around, went home, took the skirt off, gave it back to whoever owned it and said, the hell with this? They don't want to hire me with my pants on. I mean, I don't need the job that much. And I wound up being one of the first girls to work for Merit, work for Merrit Gas Station.

                
00:42:26	Pat Gozemba

Is that right?

                
00:42:27	Kathy Clay

But it's the only job I could get wearing slacks. But to me, I was very uncomfortable in a skirt. So I personally didn't give a damn. I didn't care if they called me sir or what. The only time I cared, which, and even now, like, I don't feel all that comfortable in the Lyceum. Because there's still straights in there. And all I keep in the back of my head is these guys that used to come in and start all the fights. You want to dress like a guy, act like a guy, well, fight like one, you know? Right, you know? And you still have it. I mean, you still have your guys that get drunk and want to start something. You know? So, I mean, I feel much more comfortable in a totally gay bar. You know, not, you know, both. But now, for me, it wasn't more or less, I mean, it was bravery in a way. I mean, you know, you took your life in your hands walking out like that.

                
00:43:19	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. Yeah. And you were doing what you wanted to do.

                
00:43:23	Kathy Clay

But I was doing it. I wasn't going to, yeah. I was not going to go around, I wasn't even going to wear a girl's slacks. Yeah. Because it didn't make much difference because I had such a short haircut the way I wore it. Well, you figure, a guy saw me in a skirt and thought I was a fag, you know? So, really.

                
00:43:38	Pat Gozemba

That's a great story, Kathy.

                
00:43:40	Kathy Clay

But I didn't like girls' clothes. I didn't like girls' blouses. I mean, everything was too feminine back then. But, so, I mean, I felt comfortable. And I was not going to change my life because some, you know, people, just didn't like the way I dressed. That was their problem. You know? Because the look on people's faces, though, every once in a while when I was in a store, you know, when they would say, "May I help you, sir?" I mean, I would, you know, kind of rib along and say, excuse me, what did you say? You know? And, of course, my voice at the time was, you know, they'd go, oh, 50,000 times. "Well, we're not all born with these, lady. I mean, I can't help it. You know? Just because I don't have them doesn't mean I'm a guy." You know? Or, the one thing, I'd go in ladies' rooms.

                
00:44:30	Pat Gozemba

Oh, God.

                
00:44:31	Kathy Clay

Ah! You're in the wrong room! No, I'm not, lady. You know? They all have these fits. Which is another thing, at straight bar, I hate to go into the ladies' rooms. You know? Because if the woman screams, the guys think something's going on. Of course, now, today, forget it. The men go in the ladies' room anyhow, you know? But, you know, so there's all kinds of stuff like that.

                
00:44:55	Pat Gozemba

I used to do that with my Marilyn a lot. I would have to go to the ladies' room with her all the time. Because the women in the ladies' room would think she was a man. And my friend Stephanie, as well. I would always have to go to the ladies' room with her. People would definitely think that they were a man. And I used to sort of be the one that would have to, you know, especially having gray hair, I could assure them that.

                
00:45:21	Kathy Clay

About one time, I was at Bingo. Yeah. And I was standing, and during intermission, I would wind up standing in a line to go to the ladies' room. And this little old lady, she's looking at me, looking at me, looking at me. And finally, she says, are you sure you're in the right line? I goes, yeah, I'm sure I'm in the right line. And she says, geez, you really need a chest like Marilyn Monroe or something so people can tell.

                
00:45:46	Janet Kahn

That's too sweet.

                
00:45:49	Kathy Clay

You know, and I just cracked up. I says, yeah, okay, lady, I don't want one.

                
00:46:01	Janet Kahn

So getting jobs was hard, I mean, was it... too?

                
00:46:05	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. It wasn't, you know, it wasn't the easiest thing to get.

                
00:46:08	Pat Gozemba

What kinds of jobs could you get?

                
00:46:11	Kathy Clay

Well, I knew mechanics and everything, but I mean, back then, because they didn't want a girl mechanic anyhow. But I worked, I actually worked all my life under the table. See, I've been on disability since I was 18. So, you know, I worked under the table here and there. But mostly gas station jobs, garage jobs, stuff like that.

                
00:46:33	Pat Gozemba

Do you work as a mechanic now?

                
00:46:37	Kathy Clay

No. Now I'm getting even worse than I was years ago. At least I had a little strength then. Now I just more or less, if I do work like I'm working now, cleaning homes. And all these filthy, rich little darlings that have to have their maid service.

                
00:46:55	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. That's a good job to work under the table though.

                
00:46:58	Janet Kahn

Do you think that people help each other find jobs in...? I mean, were there places that hired gay people and places that didn't, for those were coming on?

                
00:47:10	Kathy Clay

No, just about everybody that worked down the club. If they didn't work in a gay bar, they, the factories were about one of the only places. Like, it was mainly the fags that had a problem.

                
00:47:21	Pat Gozemba

Do a lot of women work at GE?

                
00:47:27	Kathy Clay

I've noticed now that, I mean, almost the female population of the bar works at the GE. Back then? Not really.

                
00:47:37	Pat Gozemba

Because I was talking to somebody the other night, and we were talking about Fran's. And I don't know, I said I had stopped by on, I forget what night it was last week. And I said, oh, it was about quarter of 11 when I got in there. And I left about quarter of 12. And I said, when I first went in there, there weren't many people. When I left, the place was jammed. And someone said, oh, that's because the shift at GE gets out at 11 o'clock. And the place gets packed after that.

                
00:48:05	Kathy Clay

GE does no longer discriminate whatsoever as far as gays go.

                
00:48:09	Pat Gozemba

Really?

                
00:48:10	Kathy Clay

I mean, like I said, the female population of Fran's, the main population of it, works at the GE.

                
00:48:17	Pat Gozemba

Is that right?

                
00:48:18	Janet Kahn

So the union must be pretty strong on that issue, then?

                
00:48:22	Kathy Clay

I don't know. They don't seem to have any problems or anything. As long as they do their work, that's all the GE cares about.

                
00:48:28	Pat Gozemba

I think GE felt a lot of pressure to hire women doing machine stuff. And probably a lot of gay women would go into that work. First of all, you made good money. And secondly, gay women weren't afraid of doing the work with the machines and stuff. And so that probably was a lot.

                
00:48:52	Kathy Clay

Yeah, that could have happened. See, now back in the old Lighthouse, I didn't know where Candy worked. All I knew was it was Boston Bank. People didn't talk about more or less their other life, where they worked or anything like that, especially the ones that didn't want anybody to know. There were quite a few, but there were ones like Darlene and stuff like that. In certain things, they didn't want anybody to know. But other than that, they could care less.

                
00:49:29	Pat Gozemba

I think it's still that way sometimes now. Don't you? Do you think it's much more open now that people are less afraid of letting people know who they are? Let's say even in the bar setting.

                
00:49:42	Kathy Clay

I think it's much, much more open now. But still, well, like my other half. When I wanted our picture taken, she panicked.

                
00:49:50	Pat Gozemba

Yeah, right. I remember that. Well,

                
00:49:52	Kathy Clay

Well, because of her position in Boston and her work. I mean, if they found out she was gay, she'd definitely be out of a job, for one. And then she just got elected to the board of directors on this other thing for computers or something in Boston. And the head of that is Christian Science. So we don't want them to know. You wouldn't stay on the board of directors very long. The head of it finds out you're gay.

                
00:50:24	Pat Gozemba

Is this like the board of directors for a union that she got elected to?

                
00:50:29	Kathy Clay

No, it's... What was it? ASIP? RASWP? World Association of Word Processing or something like that. It's a countrywide thing. And she's in the Boston chapter. And they had elections this year, and she got on the board of directors.

                
00:50:53	Pat Gozemba

Does she know a lot of other gay women in computers and in that field that she's in?

                
00:50:59	Kathy Clay

She knows a few, and they're all, just like her, very quiet about it. Because it's the type of job and everything that they deal with a lot of people. And a lot of different people, and it's the type of job that she... Well, she feels if they found out she was gay, I mean, that would definitely be the end of her job. Like, what was it? 1981, was it? Or 82? I think it was 82. I went to march in a big parade in Boston. And I goes, come on, you're going to march. She goes, yeah, what do we do if we march by my office? I says, oh, well. I says, wear a mask. She says, that's not the idea of the parade. I goes, oh, well, what can I say?

                
00:51:36	Pat Gozemba

But you would go in?

                
00:51:38	Kathy Clay

I didn't march, because we did something else. But I mean, I didn't care. I would have marched back in 66 and 67. It didn't bother me none.

                
00:51:48	Pat Gozemba

Did you ever march in the Gay Pride parade in Boston?

                
00:51:50	Kathy Clay

No, I had never gotten the chance.

                
00:51:52	Pat Gozemba

Have you ever gone into it?

                
00:51:54	Kathy Clay

No, no. That's why I've been dying to go.

                
00:51:55	Pat Gozemba

You should come with us this year!

                
00:51:58	Kathy Clay

Oh, God, all these ladies in one place. Gotta go, gotta go.

                
00:52:04	Pat Gozemba

There's always a big group from the North Shore that goes. I mean, this year we had like about 150 people. From around the North Shore who went. Yeah, it's a really big group. It is nice. It's friendly. It's a lot of fun.

                
00:52:18	Kathy Clay

Really, I know. I've always wanted to go. Well, I mean, I only first really found out about them in 80. Because when I was going with Karen, we didn't really go to any bars or anything. Like I said, we were living in Beverly. And I didn't really keep in touch with anybody from the bar.

                
00:52:38	Pat Gozemba

So for like almost a period of 10 years, you just sort of dropped out? Yeah. And you were in this relationship?

                
00:52:46	Kathy Clay

I was very content. But in fact, I'll tell you, this person here, the one that everybody walks up to, you know, you got any pot? I don't smoke, stuff like that. Why do people ask me things? Like, got any dope? Do I look like a pusher, you know? But I'll tell you, I went, I heard about the movie. Damn, now I'm going to forget the name of the movie. The one with all the S&M and stuff, the black leather. The guy movie there. Came out of 79.

                
00:53:20	Janet Kahn

Superfly?

                
00:53:22	Kathy Clay

No. It was all pure gay movie.

                
00:53:25	Pat Gozemba

A gay movie?

                
00:53:26	Kathy Clay

Uh-huh. It was all guys, all in black leather.

                
00:53:30	Pat Gozemba

Wish I'd have known. I would have liked to see it.

                
00:53:32	Kathy Clay

It was a big movie. It was into all the movie theaters and everything.

                
00:53:36	Pat Gozemba

What's wrong with us?

                
00:53:38	Kathy Clay

In fact, it was on cable last year. I was shocked. I was like, you don't put that on cable.

                
00:53:46	PAT GOZEMBA

God, here I've got cable and everything, and the world is passing me by.

                
00:53:50	Kathy Clay

What was the name of it?

                
00:53:52	Pat Gozemba

Available right up in my bedroom, and I didn't even know it.

                
00:53:57	Kathy Clay

There was a lot of controversy over it, but I can't remember the name of it. Oh, that chains. It might come to me, but anyhow, I went to see this movie. And it's all these guys in black leather, you know? Black leather bars. It was all about a psycho, that he would dress like them, and then he'd go and he'd brutally kill them.

                
00:54:18	Pat Gozemba

CRUISING?

                
00:54:19	Kathy Clay

CRUISING, that's it. CRUISING. Okay, good. So I did. Now, I watched this whole movie, and I'm laughing, thinking, oh boy, are they fantasizing? Because the last time I saw gay guys, they were all... They didn't dress in black leather looking like that. I go, I'm looking at this. And I just naturally assumed there's no such thing. I mean, it was all a fantasized movie. They're probably trying to give people a really bad idea on gays. And so, you know, I didn't think anything of it. Total fiction. Went down the club. Every time a guy came up, when I first started going down again, every time a guy came up to me or something like that, I'd look and, don't bother me, because you used to have these straight guys coming to gay bars. If the guy turned around and said, I'm gay, and I'd look at him, and I'd go, what? Especially this one, Tony. Handsome? No, it didn't look a damn bit gay whatsoever. Extremely handsome. Good looking. Very macho. You're gay? Uh-huh. How much was leather? You know? And so, and then more and more I saw less and less real, the real swish. And more and more this macho. Then all of a sudden, one night I'm in there, it was like a Tuesday or Wednesday, all these black leathers walked in. And they look like the movie, and I'm there, I don't believe this. And the first thing I did, I grabbed Jimmy the bartender and said, Jimmy, are they gay or are we in trouble? "Don't worry, they're very nice, they're gay." And I went, oh, God, the movie was true. Oh, Jesus Christ, I feel like I've been in the Twilight Zone for 10 years. Where have I been, you know? Unbelievable. And then when I first went into Boston, I figured, oh, well, I'll start trying some bars in Boston. Well, they told me down at the club, everybody that knew me, said, Kathy, we know you're not like that and everything, but we're going to give you fair warning. Do not go into a Boston bar dressed like you do in Fran's because I sometimes will wear black leather jackets, studded belts and all that. And I don't mean anything by it, I'm just wearing it, you know? And all of a sudden I go into Boston, and so I went in, I did have my studded belt on, and I had like a felt jacket that looked like a motorcycle jacket, but it wasn't leather. That was even too much. All of a sudden I'm in Somewhere, and all of a sudden this girl comes up next to me, all in leather, with these big leather things around, right? And she's hitting me on the side, and I went, oh, my God, give me my beer, let me out of here, I don't believe this. Oh, God, let me out. Now I know why they said don't. Even a girl's dress is, oh, God, no, I'm not okay. Don't hit me, I bruise easy. Give me my beer, let me out of here. So I just kind of turned around, smiled and said, hi, you know, and she gave me my beer. Oh, excuse me, I've got to go, you know. Back to the table I went. That was my last trip to Boston for about six months, and then after that I didn't wear anything that had leather on it when I walked into Boston.

                
00:57:40	Pat Gozemba

When was that that you went to Somewhere?

                
00:57:41	Kathy Clay

In 1980. Oh, my God, and then I couldn't get over it. Then I was sitting, I was upstairs, but I would have been right the first table as you walked up the stairs. I was sitting there with a friend of mine. We were supposed to be meeting someone else in there, and we were waiting, so when people came up the stairs, we'd look. It was so funny because every time someone came up the stairs, a friend of mine was cracking up and says, God, they're all staring at you. I says, why, you know, what's wrong? Then all of a sudden couples would start coming up the stairs, and the girl, you know. Then all of a sudden the butch would take one look at me, grab the girl and run the other way. What's wrong here, you know, I can't get over it. This is another reason. I've been back to Somewhere once since then, and that was just to play pool. Then all of a sudden we were getting feeling good, and we figured ah, come on, let's dance, and they were all very preppy, you know, with their sweaters and stuff. So I get out on the dance floor to dance, and all of a sudden everybody's staring, and the crowd is just backing off like, you know, what am I? I'm not a movie star, leave me alone, that's it. I just walked out of the place, never went back upstairs in that place. I was there once last year in the afternoon to play pool. You know, other than that I didn't go back. And then I went to Prelude, and in Prelude I had S&M girls approaching me and stuff. The only one I felt comfortable in was the 1270.

                
00:59:22	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. Did you ever go to the Saints when that was in Boston? That was right down near Somewhere.

                
00:59:29	Kathy Clay

Somewhere was enough. There was no way I was going. I heard that Saints was S&M. So there was no way that I was going anywhere near the Saints.

                
00:59:38	Pat Gozemba

Isn't that where you used to hang out all the time?

                
00:59:40	Janet Kahn

All the time, but I never attempted to do S&M at all.

                
00:59:43	Kathy Clay

Well, this was like in 1980 I heard it was all, more or less, basically S&M.

                
00:59:50	Janet Kahn

Yeah, to me it was the one bar where you could go and just be easy. Everything was, you know, you could, there were like three separate rooms, you know. So that, and then at one point they opened up the basement with all the pool and the pinball and stuff in the basement. So then, you know, there was a room where it was literally quiet enough to enough to sit and talk, and another room where people were dancing, and downstairs there was pool and the pinball was going on, and out front of the bar where there was a lot of cruising and stuff going on. And it felt very, it felt like you just kind of took your spot within it, but I never had that. And for me it was mostly a place where a lot of folks who were friends went to see each other and hang out.

                
01:00:29	Kathy Clay

Well, the first, my first impression when I walked into any bar in Boston was was it was very cliquey. It was like the Light House used to be. You know, it was very, at one, you know, the old Light House was very cliquey. You had all your own, you know. Forced all the regulars out of there, and then, of course, right around that time your Fantasy's opened, and that was it. I mean, all of them said, well, to hell with you, Frannnie, and they started going to Fantasy's.

                
01:00:59	Janet Kahn

So more people go to Fantasy's now?

                
01:01:02	Kathy Clay

Well, believe it or not, now, I mean, in the beginning, everyone was going. Now it's what you were asking me before. Now it's becoming more and more house parties to get together. Really? People are having more and more parties, and all the old crowd more or less gets together. Which burns Frannie's ass. Oh, yeah. Because she'll find out about every party, and every time there's a party, everybody's there and nobody's down the bar, you know. And she finds out about it. . .

                
01:01:31	Janet Kahn

Isn't it funny. It's a nice of them... get together...

                
01:01:37	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. I really think of a bar as a clique. Although, the Saints used to be a bar that I would go to just to meet, just to be around friends of mine. Because it would be like. . . Well, it would be friends from different parts of Boston or outside of Boston, and like that was sort of a place in the middle to meet, you know. Drive up from Salem or Lynn. I lived in Lynn. And people like from Roslindale and Jamaica Plain or west of Boston. That would be like a place to meet in the middle.

                
01:02:06	Kathy Clay

See, I just automatically was told that, you know, that the Saints was a total S&M bar.

                
01:02:13	Janet Kahn

Too bad.

                
01:02:15	Pat Gozemba

You would have liked that, I think.

                
01:02:16	Kathy Clay

Probably would have.

                
01:02:17	Kathy Clay

You might have been put off by the cliqueness. I think the Saints was somewhat cliquey.

                
01:02:21	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. Yeah. I mean, when I went there, it was usually not to meet new people. . . But to see people I knew who were either going to go there or who I figured I probably might bump into in there. But I think you're right. You know what impresses me about Somewhere. . . I haven't been there for a long time. I mean, once in a while I go in there, but. . . Is that Somewhere, everybody is so goddamn cool. Nobody is friendly. Like, Like, I think the people at Fran's are much friendlier than the people at Somewhere. . I mean, everybody. . .

                
01:02:53	Janet Kahn

I mean, they don't talk to you if they don't know you.

                
01:02:56	Pat Gozemba

But the whole preppy thing at Somewhere. . . I mean, to talk to somebody at Somewhere means that you want to go out with them. You want to sleep with them. You're interested in a relationship with them if you just talk to them. And it is that whole kind of preppy, you know, crowd.

                
01:03:12	Kathy Clay

That's one thing Fran's does have over every other bar is the people. The people are much more friendlier and sociable and everything. And it's a much better atmosphere. You don't have this clique. You know, you feel this draft [as in cold shoulder] every time you're in a bar or something.

                
01:03:32	Janet Kahn

When you lived in Beverly and weren't going to the bar much, did you guys have other friends, couples or single friends to re-socialize with?

                
01:03:40	Kathy Clay

Not really. A few. You know, a few that never really went to the bar all that much anyhow. You know, there was a few that we associated with and hung around. And then, of course, my ex-girlfriend had a lot of straight friends too. Girlfriends, so. . . And we hung around with them and stuff like that.

                
01:03:59	Pat Gozemba

You were out to them then?

                
01:04:01	Kathy Clay

Huh? Oh yeah. Well, most of her girlfriends were bisexual.

                
01:04:06	Pat Gozemba

So were you sort of like living . . . I mean, how did you think about it? Were you sort of like living in suburbia and that was it? You just didn't go out and . . .

                
01:04:15	Kathy Clay

No. I mean, I never, you know, I never really liked the bar scene. I never really cared that much for the bar. And, of course, back then it was no great loss to leave it. I mean, you know, at least I'd know I was going to wake up the next morning, you know. So it was no big deal to leave it. But . . . oh, it's . . .

                
01:04:37	Kathy Clay

But now, I mean, now it's become different. I mean, now it's . . . you know, if you want to see somebody . . . you don't have much choice, but to go down. Because especially if you have, you know, two or three people calling you and they're all saying, what are you doing Saturday? And the best bet . . . before they go down to the bar, they want to go somewhere. You know, any place at all, out to dinner or something like that. And the best bet is when you have these calls like this, it's just say, well, we'll meet you down at the bar. No way there, you get to see all three or four or whatever . . . at the same time. You know, so it is easier that way . . . not unless somebody's having a party and, you know . . . all the regular crowd there. You know, crowds are all invited, so you don't get to see everybody at the same time.

                
01:05:22	Kathy Clay

I mean, just . . . since, like I said, since Tony took over, I mean, even your old crowd, from the old bar, is very rare.

                
01:05:33	Pat Gozemba

That's too bad.

                
01:05:34	Kathy Clay

I know it is, really, in a way. That's why . . .

                
01:05:36	Pat Gozemba

Do you mean, That's why . . . Do you mean, when you're talking about old crowd, are you talking about men and women, or mostly the women here?

                
01:05:41	Kathy Clay

Believe it or not, it's mostly the women, because when I came back, I talked to a few different guys there, Roger and a couple of them there, from the old bar. And they told me, you know, who was still alive and who wasn't. And the majority of all the fags from back then either committed suicide or they were messing with the hormones and they didn't know what they were doing. You know, they were the real fag type that wanted the breasts and everything, and they messed too much with the hormones, and then they couldn't keep up with the money that it cost or whatever. Maybe they might have stopped flat out, you know, and when they did, I guess it was just too much for the body and it killed them, you know. So quite a few of the guys from the past, from the Lighthouse, the original Lighthouse, are all dead, except for a few of them. And there's only a few of them left, so maybe a handful of all of them are still alive.

                
01:06:37	Pat Gozemba

What do you . . . I mean, do you think that the gay men who are there now are really different from the kinds of gay men who used to be there?

                
01:06:44	Kathy Clay

Very different. Extremely different.

                
01:06:47	Pat Gozemba

Are the women different? Or are the women mostly the same?

                
01:06:55	Kathy Clay

I don't know. It's hard to say. It's totally different. It's nothing like it was. I mean, even the women were nothing like they were back then. But now, I mean, like my first warning, like someone had told me, when I first went in there, my first warning was watch out. A lot of them are bisexual. And so . . . and then I find a lot of them down there are . . .

                
01:07:18	Pat Gozemba

Still bisexual?

                
01:07:19	Kathy Clay

Yeah.

                
01:07:20	Pat Gozemba

That's really interesting. Huh.

                
01:07:25	Janet Kahn

Are they married?

                
01:07:26	Kathy Clay

Uh, no. I don't think I . . . I'm not sure. I mean, if they are, they don't say anything, you know. It's just that, you know, a lot of them . . . a lot of them are . . . and then, of course, then you have your straight girls that are in there that . . . what are they called?

                
01:07:43	Pat Gozemba

Faghags.

                
01:07:45	Kathy Clay

They're all after them. You know. So it is . . . it's a total . . . you know, totally different.

                
01:07:52	Kathy Clay

But I would say quite a few of them . . . quite a few of them down there are still the type, you know, hide this, hide that, hide this, hide that.

                
01:07:59	Pat Gozemba

Very closeted.

                
01:08:00	Kathy Clay

Yeah. But, um . . . you know, like the one I told you that tried to go out with my . . . She . . . she would have a fit. Oh, my God. Anybody were to find out, she's gay. And I goes, what do you think? People are totally dumb. She dresses very butch. Talks very butch.

                
01:08:20	Pat Gozemba

Where does she work?

                
01:08:21	Kathy Clay

She's very masculine. She works as a . . . as a produce manager at a supermarket. I mean, oh, God, they can't find out. Her parents can't find out. Nobody can know. I goes, well, they're not that stupid. Her girlfriend works with them. You know, and then . . . because they're always fighting. Well, her ex-girlfriend, I should say, even though they're still living together. They're always fighting. You know, I mean, if the place doesn't go now, they never will. It cracks me up.

                
01:08:49	Pat Gozemba

And I think that's funny. Janet and I were talking . . . we were talking last night about that . . . about the whole business of being out. And . . . and what it . . . and what it means. You know, like, I'm out at Salem State, where I teach. Janet's out at her job. And I was saying, like, that for me, that . . . that that's really important to me. I don't think I would be lovers with someone. Live, be in a relationship that I felt committed to, in some way. Unless the . . . unless my lover was out. It's just because I don't like to live like that. That kind of closety . . . that kind of closety life. But, it's true for . . . I mean, when you say, what do you think? People are stupid. They can't figure it out. But, in a way . . . in a way, people . . . unless you really say to them that you're a lesbian or you're gay . . . In a way, people will . . . they might suspect it, but they'll block it out. Like . . . you know, that . . . they will always want to think that you're not. Especially if they like you. They'll always want to think that you're not.

                
01:09:53	Kathy Clay

Yeah. True.

                
01:09:54	Pat Gozemba

And, I got . . . I wondered, like, about . . . like, my feeling about the people at Somewhere is that they are real closet cases. I mean, that . . . and I feel a real sense of . . . I don't know. When When I'm in my worst moods, I feel a real sense of disdain and anger about that. That they're sort of like weekend . . . weekend lesbians. You know, that they're infantilizing themselves . . . they're in Somewhere . . . they're acting out. But, that you see them on Monday . . . you walk into a bank on Monday or you walk into a school on Monday where they work . . . and there's no way that they would even acknowledge . . . in many cases, that they know you. You know, or that you would recognize them because they live such disguised lives. You know, they're in chinos or jeans and alligator shirts with the sweaters over the shoulders at Somewhere . . . but, on Monday, they were all in skirts and heels with purses.

                
01:10:51	Kathy Clay

I've come across . . . you know, I mean, I've accidentally bumped into a few girls. You know, like, that I've known from the club or something. And, I'll walk into where they are and they'll . . . you know, you don't know . . . you don't know me right? And, my first thought is, you've got it right. I don't know you. I don't know you now. And, when you come down the club, I don't know you either, you know. And, then I'll just say, you know, excuse me, you know. You'll get over it.

                
01:11:14	Pat Gozemba

Does it bother you with your lover that she has to be in the closet like that?

                
01:11:21	Kathy Clay

Well, other than wanting to, you know, be in the gay pride that march there . . . Other than that, it doesn't . . . I can understand her. You know, her thing. I mean, she's, you know, she started from the bottom. She worked her way up. And she's got a damn good job. And, I mean, I cannot see jeopardizing it just so everybody will know you're gay. I mean, I would think that would be totally insane if she thought she was going to lose her job if she said that she was gay and she turned around and said it. You know, I'm gay. If you don't like it tough, I'll leave. Even though, I mean, she is in the type of field that there are, you know, other paying jobs the same. But, who knows, maybe the whole companies are . . . all the companies whole [?] So, no. For that reason, it doesn't bother me.

                
01:12:06	Pat Gozemba

Do you think she would be worried about . . . Would she be . . . Are you expecting a call?

                
01:12:13	Janet Kahn

No, I'm not.

                
01:12:16	Pat Gozemba

Do you feel anxious about answering the phone?

                
01:12:18	Janet Kahn

Yeah, I always answer the phone.

                
01:12:19	Pat Gozemba

Oh. It's too late now.

                
01:12:25	Kathy Clay

You know, like me, I don't care, a phone could ring all day. If I don't feel like answering it, I don't.

                
01:12:30	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. Oh, this is the question. If you . . . Do you think that . . . I mean, I ask this question because I've had this experience with a lover that . . . You left the thing up nice and loud so we can hear the whole call over there. That was nice. That I was with a lover once. In fact, the first woman I was lovers with. And, she was a high school English teacher. And, when I came out with her, when I left . . . I was married and I left my husband and moved in with her. And, she was teaching at Malden High School and invited some kids over to the house at Christmas time. And, said to me, I'd like to have the house to myself. I'd like to, you know, just with the kids tonight. So, I said, oh, well, you know, God, it's kind of a pain in the ass. I wasn't planning on going out and I had some stuff I needed to do and blah, blah, blah. So, we had this discussion about it. And, part of the reason why . . . And, finally in the discussion, it came out. But, part of the reason she wanted me to leave was because she thought I looked too much like a dyke. And, that if the students saw her with me and knew we were living together, that they would suspect that she was a lesbian. And, I was just floored. I mean, I absolutely was floored. Although, that became . . . that actually we broke up about a month after that. Because, I was just . . . I mean, . . . what I became aware of was the stuff that . . . For instance, when we would be walking around Lynn or Salem, you know, I don't know, I guess maybe I look butch. And, I would always walk with my hands in my pockets, which she thought of as something that was butch, you know. And, like, She would say, get your hands out of your pockets. Don't act like that. So, I mean, it became a real issue.

                
01:14:25	Pat Gozemba

Hi, Pam [Pam Chatis, Pat's partner]. Oh, you're getting a jacket, huh? This is Kathy. Remember Kathy.

                
01:14:35	Pat Gozemba

So, you know, I mean, would she ever be . . . do you think she would ever be afraid of that kind of situation? Of, like, being seen with you? Like, I've had people say to me, well, you know, you look like a lesbian. I mean, people would look at you and they would say, you're a lesbian. That would be a good guess. You know, my feeling is like, you know, great. I would just as soon have them know. It means I don't have to tell them. They can ask me.

                
01:15:00	Kathy Clay

No, I've met her parents. We go out to dinner a lot. We go a lot of different places. No, it doesn't seem . . .

                
01:15:08	Pat Gozemba

What about in work, like, would that bother . . . suppose you went to . . .

                
01:15:13	Kathy Clay

I've met some of the women that she worked with. You know, I've dropped her off at work. You know, I haven't gone in the building. But I know her ex-lover, Candy, had gone into the building and everything.

                
01:15:25	Pat Gozemba

And Candy was sort of dressed masculine and kind of butch.

                
01:15:29	Kathy Clay

Yeah. So, you know, I mean, she . . . I don't know. Since she's gotten this new position, you know, there she's more leery. She's becoming more leery now. Especially where people . . . you know, like when they have Christmas parties and all kinds of stuff like this, you know.

                
01:15:50	Pat Gozemba

That always becomes an issue, doesn't it?

                
01:15:52	Kathy Clay

You know, people . . . you figure they don't want to come out and ask, are you gay? But they come out and ask, like, why don't you bring a date, you know? How come we never see you with a nice young man type thing, you know? That one there, you know. So, you know, but other than that . . . Well, see, it doesn't bother . . . like your situation. Now, understanding that, perhaps at that time, if they find out that you were a gay teacher . . . The first thing was you'd get fired, especially in elementary or junior high school. So, that would not have bothered me. You know, figuring out, what the heck, you're going to get fired if you come out and say it. What can you do, you know? I mean, it bothers me in a way, but there's nothing you can do about it, except, you know, leave if you want to.

                
01:16:39	Kathy Clay

But . . . But . . .

                
01:16:40	Pat Gozemba

Find somebody else who's out.

                
01:16:42	Kathy Clay

But I'd prefer, you know, totally . . . I would prefer somebody that was totally out.

                
01:16:48	Pat Gozemba

Oh, we're pretty much in agreement about that.

                
01:16:52	Janet Kahn

I just left somebody proudly over that issue. I just couldn't . . . couldn't handle it anymore.

                
01:16:58	Kathy Clay

Well, see, then again, you know, as far as the work goes, I mean, you know, as long as it's work and she leaves it at work . . . If it got to a point, well, I'm not going to go out to a restaurant with you or something like that. The only thing she asked, you know, that I don't, if we go out to a restaurant, which I usually don't . . . It's wear my black leather jacket. You know. She purposely went out and bought me that brown one, so I wouldn't wear the black one. Here. Wear this one instead. You know. Is it a guy's jacket? Yeah. Okay. As long as it's a guy's jacket, I'll wear it. But, you know, if it's a black leather jacket, you know, the one with the colors like this . . .

                
01:17:33	Pat Gozemba

Yes, I saw you with your Fran's.

                
01:17:36	Kathy Clay

Well, that one there. She said, please don't wear that.

                
01:17:39	Pat Gozemba

But you still like it.

                
01:17:41	Kathy Clay

Oh, I wear it, believe it or not. I mean, I like it. I've always liked it. But, one of the reasons is, I mean, from being from the old bar, and we were in a lot of fights, and back then, I, you know, could really fight quite well. So, I tend to have a reputation from back then. And, I have, since I've been back, you know, gotten into a few scrapes. You know, there was a girl, that guy had her in the headlock and everything. And, if I get in the right mood or whatever, snap just the right way, where do I get the strength from? I don't know. But, I get it, right? This guy here, I pinned him up against the wall. I said, you better go, I'll kill you. He let her go. That looked good on my part.

                
01:18:24	Kathy Clay

Then, the bouncer was getting his head knocked in by a six-foot colored guy. And, I creamed him. That looked good on my part. But, since my last operation, I couldn't fight my way out of a wet paper bag so actually, a black leather jacket is more of a protection if anybody hits me in the stomach or something like that, you know. Whenever we go down to the club, I mean, we have to wear it because it's nice leather. And, if I get hit with it, it won't be too bad.

                
01:18:50	Pat Gozemba

God, I never would have thought about that. It does sound practical.

                
01:18:52	Kathy Clay

Oh, it's very good protection. My studded belts are even better because they hit them, they don't hit again. Oh, my God, my hand, you know. Good. Stay away.

                
01:19:02	Pat Gozemba

I never thought about all these things that way. I'm going to have to rethink my wardrobe.

                
01:19:06	Janet Kahn

Oh, yeah.

                
01:19:07	Kathy Clay

One thing. I never have any problems down there. Yeah, I've never had any problems, even with straight guys, you know, because you can't back down from them. I mean, you have to stand up to them. So far, I mean, I've been, like, fights over the pool table. So far, I've been lucky, you know. Sitting there holding my pool stick saying, don't hit me.

                
01:19:29	Pat Gozemba

Do you remember a time when there were more, like, men or more women who were at the bar? I mean, do you think, like, I think now my impression is that there are more women who go to that bar than men. I mean, do you ever remember a time when there were a lot more men who were there? Or is that your impression now, that there are more women?

                
01:19:49	Kathy Clay

Well, Light House and Fran's, both. They were both basically women's bars. But at the same time, actually, they're not like, in Boston, where it's women's bar and men's bar. It was mostly women, but you always had the guys. I mean, the guys have always been there. And now up until Jimmy was fired and Tony took over, then you noticed less girls and more guys because that's what he was trying to do, you know. But other than that, it is and always will be basically a women's bar. You know, I mean, way back in the beginning, it was, well, maybe 60-40, you know, and sometimes 50-50. But there were always, I mean, you really couldn't tell all the guys had skirts on. I mean, you know, it was really bad back then. Some guys back then were very attractive women. In fact, I lost $10. I had a $10 bet that he's definitely a girl. There's no guy that can look like that. He's definitely a girl. Very attractive. But his hair was real. Everything was real. He was on the hormones and everything. Everything was real. And it was funny because him and his sister, they were both gay. His sister was going.

                
01:21:16	Pat Gozemba

Do they still go to the bar?

                
01:21:20	Kathy Clay

I haven't seen Diane in years. She lives, she used to. They lived at the Shanks [???]. They lived right up on Boston Street.

                
01:21:27	Pat Gozemba

Did you ever, some, Dolly told us this, that Fran's two daughters, she thought, were lesbians.

                
01:21:35	Kathy Clay

Debbie is.

                
01:21:36	Pat Gozemba

Really?

                
01:21:37	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. Debbie goes down there now. Only nobody dares to go out with her because they'll get barred from the club. Is that right?

                
01:21:43	Pat Gozemba

Is that right?

                
01:21:43	Janet Kahn

That's how we heard. That Fran was totally into denying this.

                
01:21:47	Kathy Clay

Oh, God, no. Don't ask Fran. You'd get barred just for asking. And nobody dares. She was found.

                
01:21:54	Pat Gozemba

Was Debbie there at the reunion? Because I remember Fran joining. You know, because I was doing all these pictures of Fran, and Fran wanted me to take a picture of her and her daughter, and something happened. I never did get the picture. But was Debbie there that day?

                
01:22:07	Kathy Clay

The other daughter was there, too, so I don't know.

                
01:22:09	Pat Gozemba

Oh, they were both there?

                
01:22:10	Kathy Clay

They were both there. And Debbie kept coming in and out.

                
01:22:13	Pat Gozemba

Dolly thinks that both of them are gay.

                
01:22:16	Kathy Clay

I couldn't tell you. The other one, I know, was married with a kid and everything, so I really couldn't tell you. But Debbie is definitely, you know, well, yeah, she is definitely gay, but I mean, I don't know whether she could actually go straight if she wanted to. I mean, I don't know whether she's gay trying to defy her mother, or she's gay because she wants to be gay. Yeah. She was going with Dee, the one that just died recently.

                
01:22:37	Pat Gozemba

Oh, I didn't know about that.

                
01:22:40	Kathy Clay

The funeral was right here in Salem.

                
01:22:43	Pat Gozemba

In Salem?

                
01:22:44	Kathy Clay

She, I don't know if she had a hypertension or high blood pressure or what, and a clot or whatever rushed to her brain, and she went into shock. They rushed her to the hospital, and she died two days later.

                
01:22:55	Pat Gozemba

Was she young?

                
01:22:57	Kathy Clay

My age? I don't know. She was a couple years old, so she was maybe 38. She was two years older. And she was Dee's.

                
01:23:06	Pat Gozemba

And she lived and worked in Salem?

                
01:23:09	Kathy Clay

I don't know if she, I think she lived in Lynn, but her family and everything was from Salem, so that's why everything was over here. Yeah, that was back when. During the summer sometime.

                
01:23:17	Pat Gozemba

Wow. And that was who Debbie was lovers with?

                
01:23:22	Pat Gozemba

Does Debbie lives in this area?

                
01:23:24	Kathy Clay

Debbie, I'm not positive where Debbie lives right now, whether she lives in Marblehead,

                
01:23:29	Kathy Clay

Swampscott, or if she's in Beverly. I don't know. I know she's right around here somewhere. Isn't that something where right Yeah. Here somewhere.

                
01:23:35	Pat Gozemba

Isn't that something where Fran totally... Hating it, really, huh?

                
01:23:39	Kathy Clay

Oh, God, don't say. And then, I mean, poor Debbie. Debbie likes this one and that one, and nobody would dare to go out with her because no one dared go near her. Because if Fran finds out... Fran's got the word out, man. You're automatically... Dee was automatically barred.

                
01:23:55	Pat Gozemba

Really?

                
01:23:55	Kathy Clay

Yeah. They used to come in. They used to come in, right? And they had to tell the mother they weren't going together. And Dee would come in, and maybe an hour or so later, Debbie would come in. And they'd sit at opposite ends of the bar . . . all night long, you know. And then they'd leave and go home together.

                
01:24:12	Pat Gozemba

Isn't that a story Kathy? That's amazing.

                
01:24:14	Kathy Clay

Oh, it is. Fran, forget it. You can't even... You know, Fran, I heard your daughter might be gay. No way. Uh-uh. Don't even, you know, mention it.

                
01:24:24	Janet Kahn

I'm so angry for this woman to make money off of us, you know.

                
01:24:28	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. But also had to be rather convincing in terms of being, you know, the mother protector. Yeah, really. Really. Really.

                
01:24:35	Janet Kahn

What a show.

                
01:24:37	Pat Gozemba

I know. I know. It's pretty amazing.

                
01:24:38	Kathy Clay

But I'll tell you, her kids don't like Jay, the sole owner, really. I mean, the main... Not the sole owner, but the main owner. Debbie, I think... Debbie, I think all the kids own a part of it, a piece of it. But he has the biggest. And he is very nice. He's nothing like his mother. And he would not even think of changing into a straight bar because he knows where the money is. Because of course he knows where the money is. And he likes all the gay people and everything. He's really nice. But, Fran...

                
01:25:06	Pat Gozemba

She used to give me she gave me the story a couple of times about her husband who, you know, owned the bar. And she used to say he was a big gambler. He used to go to the track, and when he'd make money he'd come into the bar. And she said, oh, my husband loved gay people. He would set up the bar all the time whenever he won money and stuff like that. Did you ever remember anything about that?

                
01:25:29	Kathy Clay

As far as I know, I've seen him once. Well, I've seen him more than once. I've seen him at Beverly considering, you know, I knew Brian and everything, but I didn't realize who I was facing that day. But as far as the bar goes, I've seen him there one time. And he wasn't setting up the bar. He was in there for some reason or other. And he wanted absolutely, from what I know, no part of it whatsoever. Of the bar. He wanted money. That was it. She handled everything. I mean, he had no, you know, he could care less. You know, so I really don't know whether he cared much for gays or not. All he knew was that's where the money was. I mean, this bar. Well, lately, like, I've gone in there on a Friday night. I was totally shocked because it looked so dead, you know? But lately, I mean, they are losing a lot of their crowds because there's more and more bars opening up. But during the winter, the local crowd, anyhow, will definitely come back in. They always, you know, make up for all the money that they might . . .. Well, look at the reunion. And that's normally what Fran's looked like on a Friday and Saturday night. You know? I mean, that.

                
01:26:40	Pat Gozemba

I know, because it's funny. I've gone in there some nights, weekend nights. And I don't know whether it was the time or what, but it didn't look as if it was making much money. But even Dolly said, I don't know whether it was when we were talking with her..., she said, oh, they make plenty of money there. Don't worry.

                
01:26:57	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. They still make damn good money. But, you know, I mean, they might slack off.

                
01:27:04	Kathy Clay

Well, like Tony, as much money as they were making, he was throwing into putting all kinds of garbage around that bar. I mean, it looked like a zoo. Nobody wanted to go in there. I mean, you know, three months before Christmas, he had the Christmas decorations up. By Christmas we was sick of seeing them. I mean, he really had the place looking like a zoo. Apparently, I guess he had it wired up wrong and everything else. They had to tear it all down. But he managed to spend thousands and thousands of dollars on junk.

                
01:27:31	Janet Kahn

And she let him?

                
01:27:34	Kathy Clay

And she let him. How Jay ever – the part I don't understand is how Jay ever let him do it. You know? But there were a few things, you know, that he ordered and more or less had her sign for. And without, I don't know, without her actually looking or whatever, but she did get kind of bullshit about it. You know, like there was something that cost $3,000 that was totally ridiculous. And she got mad about that. But I don't know whether it was too late to do anything about it or she just said forget it. You know? And all Jay – like when I asked Jay about it, I was like, Jay, how did you ever let him get away with getting all that junk? Thousands and thousands of dollars he put on. He goes, well, this place did need improvements. But that's all he would say about it. You know, you learn by your mistakes, so to speak. You know?

                
01:28:26	Pat Gozemba

You know, one of the things I wanted to – I worked on some things that I wanted to remember to try to ask you. One of the questions was, did you get a feeling that – you know, in a way you talked about this a little bit, but did you get a feeling that at a certain time, when people got to be a certain age, that they considered that it would no longer be appropriate for them to spend as much time in the bar? You know what I mean? When people get to be, like, I don't know, over 40 or over 30 or over 50, I mean, did they get a sense that they felt weird being in the bar?

                
01:29:02	Kathy Clay

I don't know. I really, you know, I really don't. I mean, I can tell you that a lot of them, you know, especially the older ones and stuff, don't – I mean, they show up for, you know, like the reunion or something like that. They don't go to the bar that much anymore. I think they just, you know, figure the bar scene, you know, they just don't want it anymore.

                
01:29:23	Pat Gozemba

That's a younger scene. They've outgrown it.

                
01:29:26	Kathy Clay

Outgrown it, or it's just, you know, I mean –

                
01:29:28	Janet Kahn

But is it also still this issue of when people are in tight couples, they won't go to the bar?

                
01:29:35	Kathy Clay

Yeah. Oh, Oh, yeah, that's definite. I mean, definite. I mean, you know, you don't want to go to the bar if you're in, you know, if you are going with somebody. An occasional going down there, you know. But I mean, like, before I was going with Nancy, between Nancy and Shannon, I was going down to the bar seven nights a week. You know, there was nothing else to do. Might as well go down and play pool or whatever. You know, see what's going on down there. But once I started going with her, just –

                
01:30:00	Kathy Clay

Did you meet Nancy at the bar?

                
01:30:02	Kathy Clay

Mm-hmm. Yeah. Oh, yeah.

                
01:30:05	Pat Gozemba

Was she – she was from the North Shore?

                
01:30:07	Kathy Clay

Mm-hmm. Yeah, she was from Swampscott.

                
01:30:11	Pat Gozemba

That's interesting. I wonder, do you think that – like, I was talking to Dolly and saying, Dolly, well, why don't you go down to the bar? She said the same thing about relationships, that when you're in a relationship, you tend to – that she – when she was in a relationship, she tended not to go to the bar. But she also said that one of the reasons she didn't go to the bar was that she – since she stopped drinking, she found it – I don't remember exactly what the word she used. But the impression I have of what she said was that she found it – that she just as well not be at the bar because of drinking. And I wonder if, like, people feel that, like that if people had a problem with drinking, that they would feel as if the bar wasn't the friendliest or best place for them to be because of all the drinking that goes on there.

                
01:31:05	Kathy Clay

Well, that's a good one because sooner or that's – my drinking days are over. My drinking days are over, and without alcohol, I wouldn't even think of stepping into Frans.

                
01:31:16	Pat Gozemba

Really?

                
01:31:17	Kathy Clay

Now, I could go to Lyceum, you know. I could go practically anywhere else, but I would not go to Fran's without...

                
01:31:23	Pat Gozemba

That's funny because I would go to Fran's and not drink there. But why would – yeah, why would you think about it that way?

                
01:31:31	Kathy Clay

Because, quite a few of those people who are nauseating as hell... No. Whoa. Turn that down.

                
01:31:39	Pat Gozemba

Is it, like, you feel better?

                
01:31:40	Kathy Clay

In other words, you have to have a few drinks. I mean, you understand how – some of them, when they get drunk, they're the most nauseating drunks you ever met in all your life, you know. And they're, you know, slobbering all over you, hanging all over you, or telling stories that you know damn right well aren't true, you know. And they're constantly talking about – I don't like people that talk about other people, you know. And they're constantly – which is the biggest thing down there, constantly talking about everybody else. It's just too loud a bar, for one. The music down there is unbelievable, you know.

                
01:32:11	Kathy Clay

Too loud a bar, it's too – I don't know. It gets you going too much that to be there sober, you know, it's just...

                
01:32:21	Janet Kahn

Not as much fun.

                
01:32:22	Kathy Clay

No, it's not. You know, it is actually a bar to drink in. I mean, you know, or something gets stoned, or whatever.

                
01:32:30	Janet Kahn

It's interesting, you know, kind of these two sides of the bar. That on the one hand, it's sort of the – has been at times the only place to go, you know, to meet people and to be feeling okay about being gay. And then on the other hand, you know, there's this great down side about fights about, in-fights and squabbling and, you know, people ripping off each other's honeys.

                
01:32:53	Kathy Clay

You know, the place is – Yeah. But it comes right down to choice. You don't have much. So naturally, if you have somebody, why bother going to the bar? You know, it's really not – you know, I mean, other than the fact, like I said, to see friends now and then on certain days or certain nights or whatever. You know, other than that, that bar is a total – It's not – it's not the place to go to really meet somebody.

                
01:33:24	Pat Gozemba

But you met Nancy? And you're happy with her?

                
01:33:28	Kathy Clay

Well, no one said we're all happy. I just said I met Nancy. Jesus Christ, this is all on tape.

                
01:33:33	Pat Gozemba

We promise we won't play it.

                
01:33:37	Kathy Clay

No. I don't know. I mean, I have met some people – very few. Well, you figure, I mean, out of an estimated 200, 300, 400 people, there are only maybe two couples that have lasted more than three, four years. You know, so I mean, that's no big –

                
01:34:02	Janet Kahn

So there's a lot of changeover.

                
01:34:05	Kathy Clay

There's no big thing. I mean, when you meet somebody in that bar, you might get lucky, you know, and meet the right person. But then again, you know, your chances of not meeting the right person are more so than actually meeting the right person.

                
01:34:24	Kathy Clay

What you have to do is you – for one, you have to find someone who's not a regular at the bar, someone – like, if you meet somebody that you started going in there, and they're in there for that reason, to meet somebody, your chances are a lot better than meeting a regular out of the bar.

                
01:34:41	Kathy Clay

Because the regulars, I mean, you know, it's like a disease. They all catch it, you know, eventually. And like, Nancy has a few things that I don't like about her, and one of them is, you know, talking about everybody else. You know, which I don't particularly like. And I've got a very good, I don't know, outlook or whatever. I've got a very good – you know, I can – if I meet somebody, I can tell right off whether I'm going to like them or not. Whether, you know, I have to worry whether they're going to talk behind my back or this and that, because they're all great down there for talking behind your back. You know, I don't trust – there's not one person in that whole bar, including Nancy, that I would trust that way.

                
01:35:22	Pat Gozemba

But I wondered if you ever got a sense of people sticking together and seeing people through. You know what I mean? About like, I mean, here's a group of people that you might see, you know, four or five, maybe even seven nights a week if you went down there. And I wonder, like, what I like to think about with my friends is that, you know, if something came up for them, that I would really stick it out with them. And, you know, no matter what. I mean, they'd get into some jam that maybe I wasn't that crazy about, or like even gay men getting picked up cruising at the beach or whatever. But, like, if they were my friends, that I'd stick it through with them, and I'd do whatever I could to help them out. And I wondered if there was that sense at Fran's, you know, that people would stick with other people.

                
01:36:15	Kathy Clay

There are a lot. I mean, as far as something like that goes, there are a lot of them down there that would be really, you know, good for that and everything. You know, what I'm more or less talking about is there's not a one of them that you could trust behind your back them saying something that you don't want anybody else to know. There's not one person in that whole bar that I would tell a secret to that I would want to make sure no one else ever found out, you know? Some of them would be fine as long as they were sober, but get them drunk and then there's a possibility. But as far as what you're saying, as far as the other thing that goes, especially in the girls, and especially the butches, there are a lot of them down there. I mean, if you needed help or anything like that, you know, if something happened with the police or something, they wouldn't be afraid to come out of the closet or anything like that. You know, they'd be right there to help you. There's a lot of them.

                
01:37:11	Kathy Clay

In fact, Candy, she used to be dynamite. I was leaving the bar one time and I had these brand new cowboy boots on, which were kind of stiff. And they were cutting my leg. So I was walking, kind of funny, but I was not drunk. I had maybe one beer. I was not drunk. I was walking through Central Square. I was on my way home. And I didn't have a car at the time. And this cop that is dead now, and it doesn't bother me at all, was one mean mother cop. He ripped my jacket, smashed me up against those big beams that are in Central Square, smashed me up against that, literally beat me up. Swore up and down that I was drunk because I was walking funny. And then swore up and down that I gave him the finger. That's why he arrested me. I never gave him the finger. He literally beat me in Central Square and everybody in the White Tower saw it and watched. Candy happened to have been in the White Tower. She didn't recognize that it was me, and so they threw me in the paddy wagon.

                
01:38:16	Kathy Clay

I had blood all over my jacket. It was ruined. It was like a $100 blazer. I mean, I had this beautiful jacket, totally ruined, ripped and everything else. I could kill him. But anyhow, the next day when I was released from jail, I went down to the club. Candy got a hold of me down at the club and said she wanted to talk to me. Well, finding out who it was, she got, even though all these straight people knew me, I was gay and everything, she got 95% of the White Tower to go to the Lynn Court and tell them exactly what that cop did to me.

                
01:38:51	Pat Gozemba

That's a great story.

                
01:38:53	Kathy Clay

She, you know, we're all behind you and this and that. So her and I went down to the courthouse. Do you know that those charges were instantly dropped and never got into court? Instantly dropped. They just threw it right out. But, see, at the time, I would have pursued it because I could care less if they knew I was gay or not. I would have pursued it. I would have really went into it. But where he picked me, see, I didn't know that much about breaking the law or anything, and I didn't know whether you could go to jail for being underage and drinking. So where he definitely had me down as drunk, and I was not 21, I was afraid if I pursued it, I could get hung. You know? And so because of that, I didn't. I just didn't. I just was glad the charges were dropped. I would have loved to have killed the cop who did it. I was just glad that they were dropped. Now, Candy was really good that night. You know, I mean, she was right there and it didn't bother her at all.

                
01:39:48	Pat Gozemba

Were there other, I mean, you mentioned Barbara before who brought you there and Candy. I mean, were there people that other people in the bar sort of looked up to as sort of like key figures who would come through at times like that? Are there any guys that were like that as well as women who were like that?

                
01:40:08	Kathy Clay

There has never, ever, and there never will be a fag that you could depend on. I mean, when fights break out there, even Tony, as much as everybody hated him and couldn't stand him, right, and the guys supposedly liked him. When they came, a couple guys came in one night and started beating him up and they were tearing him apart on the dance floor. Not one fag lifted a finger, and a couple of girls got chairs and smashed them over the guys' heads that were doing it and got rid of them. Because they just, I mean, even though they couldn't stand him, he was literally getting killed. I mean, they were kicking him in the gut and he wound up, I think, bleeding internally and everything. They couldn't stand it, so they did help him, but not one faggot lifted a finger. When the fight broke out in there, and there was nothing but fags in there, you might as well hang it up, so not one of them would step in there and help you. As much macho and everything else that they are, they just, you know.

                
01:41:04	Pat Gozemba

Do anything, but don't hit my face.

                
01:41:12	Pat Gozemba

But were there other women that, I mean, you said you were a good fighter, you know, before you had your operation. Was that part of how women became, like, key figures in the bar, like, that they could fight, and that fighting was something that happened a lot in the bar?

                
01:41:29	Kathy Clay

In the old bar, definitely, without a doubt. In the new bar, people do, you know, I tend to notice that the ones that can fight and stuff like that do stick out more than the others and they are looked up to. Because, I mean, it's still, even though you're all out and stuff, there's always going to be those guys that will aggravate to a point or start a fight with you or something like that. So because of that, you know, everybody still feels that little insecurity when they walk in the bar, hoping that no straight crowd walks in and starts anything. And if they do, the first place everybody heads for, are more or less the key figures, Let's get over towards them. Hide behind over here, you know.

                
01:42:12	Pat Gozemba

Isn't that interesting? See, like, I never, I never, I don't know what I thought about in that bar. I never thought about stuff happening in the bar as much as I did think about stuff happening going outside of that bar. And I never worry about it so much when I go to that bar. Like that one time you came up, you and Pam and I were at one of those contests on Wednesday night.

                
01:42:36	Janet Kahn

That was a drag show.

                
01:42:37	Pat Gozemba

And, ah, the drag show, right, we thought it was going to be then. But, um, like, when we were totally getting out and walking with you over to your car, like, that's a time that a lot of people will get beaten up.

                
01:42:48	Janet Kahn

I felt that at the Saints, too, that, you know, in that neighborhood. Walking to my

                
01:42:51	Pat Gozemba

afterwards Yes, I felt that there, too.

                
01:42:52	Janet Kahn

Walking from the bar to my car afterwards. I wanted to know there were other women at the Saints.

                
01:42:58	Kathy Clay

Towards the end at the Saints weren't they having a lot of problems when they were leaving the bar?

                
01:43:03	Pat Gozemba

And somewhere, um, back in, um, oh, 79, I remember there was a big controversy about a big fight that broke out in front of Somewhere, and Ann Maguire locked the doors and wouldn't let people out. She really got her ass burned about that one.

                
01:43:17	Janet Kahn

Yeah. Good. Yeah. She isolated the people who were outside.

                
01:43:23	Kathy Clay

Well, see, no, you see now at Fran's, I mean, you also know that, I mean, it's scary to have to leave the bar. But you also know, if you're a regular there, that if you're out there stabbing and bleeding to death, Fran will never call the ambulance to come and get you before you bleed, you know. You know, it's just, you've got no protection.

                
01:43:47	Kathy Clay

I mean, for a while there, like back in 80, right, they started getting all these big macho bouncers. You know, ex-Hell's Angels or friends of Hell's Angels, you know. I mean, you know, the guys that couldn't stand gay girls. And, um, you know, that's what they had for bouncers. You know, because they were starting to have a lot of trouble and everything. And so they had those bouncers you know.

                
01:44:12	Kathy Clay

Fortunately, one of the bouncers attempted to rape a couple of girls and none of them said anything about it. And then when he attempted to rape me, I opened my mouth, even though I didn't open my mouth to Franny because he threatened to kill me because of he knew where I lived and everything.

                
01:44:27	Pat Gozemba

Jeez.

                
01:44:28	Kathy Clay

Apparently, I was one of the nuttier ones. I went so crazy, he couldn't get it up. So I just, ha-ha, let me out of this car, you know. But, um, I went mental on him. You're going to have to kill me first. You know first. You know what, I was righteous. I was really out of it. And, uh, he threw me out of the truck. He had a truck and he used to get the girls. He used to tell them they were too drunk to drive home and he'd drive them home. You know, he was very nice in the bar and everything. I didn't want him to drive me home because I figured I had to go all the way to Beverly. How am I going to get back to get my car? But he took my keys away so I didn't have much choice and then he got me in the truck. But I was just so...

                
01:45:03	Pat Gozemba

God. What a sleazy act.

                
01:45:06	Kathy Clay

But I was just so upset and bullshit about it, right, that I wouldn't even go in there. He was still a bouncer in there. I wouldn't go in there. I didn't dare tell Fran. I mean, he really had me scared. I mean, he was like six foot four and he was, like, shoulders like this. He was a hell's angel. And I was a little on the side. I slept with my rifle. You know, I had my rifle right next to me loaded. Lucky I didn't blow my finger off, you know, because he knew where I lived, you know. I mean, it was nothing to break into the house. He only lived down the street from where I lived because he also lived in Beverly. And finally, I was going down Dominic's, the old one, not this one. And everyone was saying, Kathy, Where's Kathy, right?

                
01:45:49	Kathy Clay

Well, the next day, well, first of all, the day after it happened, I told somebody. Someone says, there's something wrong with you. I can tell by your voice what's wrong, right? And I didn't want to say anything to anybody or anything, right? So finally, she came over. She said, I'm coming over here to talk to you. Something's wrong. I know what it is. She got it out of me. I made her promise not to tell anybody. Well, she was a, you know, she was a good friend in a way. But she did open her mouth because she thought it wasn't right. I mean, don't worry about it. You'll get plenty of protection on this and that. So she started telling a few other girls. Come to find out there was two other girls besides me, and they were both the same thing. They were petrified to squeal on him you know.

                
01:46:30	Kathy Clay

So anyhow, I wasn't coming in, and word got around. Well, everybody started walking out of Fran's. Well, we're not going to stay here. But Fran didn't know exactly what it was. Finally, Barbara went and she told this other girl, Barbara. She went and she told Fran, you know, why I wasn't coming in and why all the girls were walking out because of the bouncer. But she also told her that I was petrified because he threatened to kill me. If he got fired because of that, he would come after, you know. I figured, you know, it was a few weeks before that with the other girls, so I figured I was the last one, he'd blame me.

                
01:47:08	Kathy Clay

So anyhow, she managed to do it in a way because he was getting – he was quite painful when he went to bar somebody. I mean, he'd damn near break your arm when he threw you out of there. So she fired him on totally different reasons. And then I went back down there. And one of the times I was down there, he came in and he gave me a lot of looks. I was dying. I was just sitting there and I was literally dying because he knew the looks I was getting from him. But I've come to find out the reason I was getting such rotten looks is when he walked in there, his wife was with him. He was probably afraid I was going to go tell his wife what he did. There's no way I did not want any trouble with him.

                
01:47:49	Kathy Clay

And as far as rape goes and the police go, when it comes to being gay, forget it. I wouldn't bother. That's one thing. I mean, a lot of gays that have been raped and stuff like that feel the same way. The minute they get you in court, they'll tear you apart as far as being gay. And that would do it right there. I mean, they'd throw it out. They'd let the guy go because you were gay. But after that, she was very careful as to who she hired.

                
01:48:20	Pat Gozemba

Why do you think they have that prejudice in court?

                
01:48:28	Kathy Clay

Not so much. I don't know. Sometimes I feel the way they look at it is strange. But the way they look at it is, so she had to get raped to find out she should be with a guy. Stupid ideas like that is what they come out with. But more so than the girl that wears the miniskirt, you're looking for it thing. Well, you know.

                
01:48:56	Pat Gozemba

It's more like he was doing you a service.

                
01:48:58	Kathy Clay

Yeah, he was doing you a service. You should be thankful. Maybe now you'll turn straight. Who knows? And it's so funny, too, as to how many girls that you meet, that one of the reasons they're gay is because they were raped when they were younger.

                
01:49:13	Kathy Clay

You'll find a lot that were raped by either their father or somebody when they were young, and it's one of the reasons that they are gay. Which I think is a lousy reason for being gay, but

                
01:49:29	Pat Gozemba

When you think about people you can rely on and that you feel friendliest and closest to, would you say that you feel friendlier and closer to straight women than you would to gay men?

                
01:49:49	Kathy Clay

No, I feel very uncomfortable around straight women. Very uncomfortable. Especially when they look at me kind of strange-looking. I'm like, oh, God. No, I get very uncomfortable around straight women, especially the curious straight women that are wondering what it's like. Oh I wonder what it is like. They've got a husband and everything. I don't trust gay or straight women whatsoever, and I don't come across that much where I have to associate with them.

                
01:50:16	Kathy Clay

When I went to the Light House, I said, this is where I want to be. Not quite in the Lighthouse, but in the Light House. Something Something like this. Something like this, with gay people. Why even hassle with the straight world, I mean, really? They can't take a joke. They'll get over it. And then I was very pleased. The more and more started coming out and coming out, and all these closet cases. I mean, I was shocked the hell out of you. The closet cases that come. Oh, Oh, you really were. I thought you were.

                
01:50:48	Kathy Clay

But I have no reason to associate with straight women, you know, or straight men. And I don't particularly. Believe it or not, I mean, I'm born gay. I was always gay. I mean, I can remember being five years old, thinking the little girl next door was so cute. You know? My brother was a brat. Yeah, Yeah, get out of here. But, so, I mean, you know why I prefer to be with gay people. Well, I feel much more comfortable with gay people. Because, too, that I know the straight people know I'm gay. I mean, not unless they're blind, you know. But, so, I mean, I just prefer to be with them.

                
01:51:32	Janet Kahn

Is anyone else gay in your family?

                
01:51:35	Kathy Clay

Brothers and sisters? No. I've got an uncle that is. I've got an aunt that is, but nobody will tell me who she is.

                
01:51:42	Pat Gozemba

Is that right?

                
01:51:44	Kathy Clay

Well, I had, by the time, more or less, my mother really realized that I was gay. She knew all along. I mean, well, the psychiatrist told her I was, you know. But she didn't care. You know, with her, it was, you know, it's your life. Do what you want with it. You know, I love you just the same, so you're gay.

                
01:52:06	Pat Gozemba

That's great.

                
01:52:07	Kathy Clay

Because she did not realize at the time her brother was, but, you know. Her brother was gay, you know. But my mother was that way, you know. My mother was that way. It's your life. I mean, with every one of us kids, I mean, once we turned 18, you know, she was always there to help us, but it was our life. We could do what we want with it, you know. We were happy doing it. That's all she cared about, you know.

                
01:52:31	Pat Gozemba

That's great.

                
01:52:32	Kathy Clay

So she was really good that way. My father, luckily enough, passed away just around that time, so he never really found out. He might have suspected because I never would get out of the dungarees, you know, but he wouldn't admit it to himself. So I never had to deal with him finding out I was gay.

                
01:52:53	Pat Gozemba

Fascinating that your mother was not on you about it.

                
01:52:58	Kathy Clay

Very easy about it. No, if you're happy with that, Kathy, that's fine with me, as long as that's all she wanted to know.

                
01:53:04	Pat Gozemba

How did you end up going to the psychiatrist, though? Did she send you to the psychiatrist?

                
01:53:09	Kathy Clay

You knew, I didn't want to get into this.

                
01:53:11	Pat Gozemba

Well, if you don't want to get into it, don't talk about it.

                
01:53:14	Kathy Clay

No, well, what it was is, well, I had a psychiatrist. I was raped when I was five years old. I was six years old. Somewhere around there, but I was raped then, so naturally I had a child psychologist for that. But when I was about 15 years old, I won't... See, my father didn't quite like me. I don't know what it was. I was the only blonde. Maybe he thought I wasn't his. I looked just like him. But anyhow, he didn't like me, and Mother was afraid that he was going to kill me. So they had to do something, and I was such a good little kid that she even tried getting me in the House of Good Shepherd, something like that. She wanted me somewhere else, but else, but she would not get me up to a foster home or anything like that. So anyhow, when I was 15 years old, I felt this hatred for my father. I didn't quite well, so I attempted suicide when I was 15. So then a year later, I was in the hospital having a cartilage and kneecap removed, and my mother somehow or other got a psych doctor, White or whatever his name was, got him to come in and see me while I was in there, talking about the suicide that I attempted to do the year before. And I'm looking at him saying, what the hell is going on here?

                
01:54:33	Kathy Clay

Well, the next thing I know, I'm shipped off to Danvers State Hospital. Actually, that's where I met Barbara L'Italien I spent two and a half years at Danvers State Hospital because I couldn't get out.

                
01:54:44	Pat Gozemba

Oh, wow. And Barbara was there also.

                
01:54:45	Kathy Clay

And Barbara was a nurse there.

                
01:54:48	Pat Gozemba

Oh, she was a nurse. Oh, Kathy, what a lucky break, huh?

                
01:54:51	Kathy Clay

I know, somewhere in all those other cute little nurses that I was telling you about. But I didn't know. I was petrified. I didn't dare. One of them cornered me in the hallway, right? But I didn't dare go anywhere near her because I was just starting to cross-feel sick. Because they had gays in there. And they were all locked up in the back. I mean, totally normal women. When they came in, but they stuffed them with so damn many drugs. They acted like loonies. But they were gay. Most of them were butches, and they were gay women. And back then, it was a sickness, and they locked you away. And when they started calling me homosexual, no, I'm not. No, I'm not. not. No, I'm not. I'm not gay. No, no. You ain't locking me up with them loonies up there, you know? But, I mean, as much as they, you know, the doctors and stuff, some of the doctors tried to, because I was only 16 years old when I went in, tried to get me out of there because they figured, you know, your mind can only cope with so much. And this was really a loony bin back then. And they were afraid that something would happen. As far as they were concerned, I was totally normal. But they were afraid of something. But my mother didn't dare bring me home because of my father. She thought my father would kill me. So she figured I was better off there until I was 18. And then, you know, and then I could, you know, get out.

                
01:56:06	Pat Gozemba

Whoa.

                
01:56:07	Kathy Clay

They tried. They wanted to put me in foster homes. They were going to take them to court to try and get me into a foster home just to get me out of there. But back then it was so much different, you know, that they, you know, my parents got around it somehow. And I just stayed there. So, and because I wasn't helping them. I didn't like the place. So, I mean, I was trying everything I could to kill myself. I mean, I was, you know, busting windows and stuff like that. Let me out of here. You know, my mind can only take so much. How I ever come out of there totally normal.

                
01:56:37	Janet Kahn

It's amazing.

                
01:56:38	Pat Gozemba

It is, Kathy. And that's the story so many gay people from the 60s and before and the 50s especially, you know, that so many people that had that happen to them. And it's amazing that they survived. I mean, they talk about bravery and talk about being a survivor. I wonder, like, how I would have dealt with something like that. [JANET KAHN I don't know. ] I wonder if I would have had the strength to deal with something like that if I would have made it. But, I mean, it's great that somebody like, you know, when you talk about the whole issue of people being out and being supportive to other gay people, I mean, somebody like this Barbara turns up as, like, a lifesaver in your life. I mean, it's amazing. And, you know, I think about that sometimes being a teacher and how gay students feel that it's like I think lots of people even now, when they first come out or even before they come out, feel as if I'm the only one. Nobody else is gay or anybody else is gay who is in a mental hospital or is trying to commit suicide or all the other stereotypes that, of course, society drives people into acting out. And it just, you know, I just think about, like, how nice it is for gay people to meet somebody else who's gay who says, you know, I understand what you're going through and this is what you can do.

                
01:58:03	Kathy Clay

Yeah, she was, yeah, she really was a lifesaver in a way. Because, I mean, well, see, back then, too, this was, what, 1964. Like I said, a lot of them, gays, right, they'd get arrested for something. And they'd wind up in the nuthouse. Because it was, back then, in 1964, homosexuality was an illness. It was sick people. Also, back then, where they're coming out with all these new little kind of drugs, you know.

                
01:58:34	Janet Kahn

They need someone to test them out on.

                
01:58:35	Kathy Clay

And gays were also used for that. There was this one woman that was, she was butch, you know. By the time they got through pumping her full of garbage, right, she literally snapped and thought she was a man. All right, when she literally snapped, she thought she was a man, her name was George or something. And they tried to get her to put a house dress on and she would go totally berserk. How dare you put women's clothes on a man? I mean, but she was very incoherent.

                
01:59:11	Pat Gozemba

This was someone in Danvers State?

                
01:59:13	Kathy Clay

Yeah, and she was, I saw her when she came in. She was just as normal as I was, but she wasn't by the time they got through with her. And because she wouldn't put on a dress, they'd throw her in a seclusion. They'd throw her in seclusion with absolutely no clothes and a rubber mat for a week or two. And she still wouldn't put the dress on. There was no way she was a man and there was no way that she was going to put on a dress.

                
01:59:37	Janet Kahn

I experienced I experienced the other side of this in a way. I worked when I was about 18 or 19. I worked at McLean, right? At a hospital in Belmont. And there was a woman on the ward that I was on, I was like a nurse's aide or something I don't know what the hell was done, that's like a ... a day or something. Who was gay. I didn't actually realize she was. And I wasn't fully aware that I was. I mean, I'd been with a woman already at that point, but I wasn't. But I was also still, at that point, with men. I mean, it wasn't clear to me. I didn't me. I didn't have a clue. I had this diagnosis... with the rest of the family, talking about the treatment program for this woman. And also talking about diagnostic categories and whether or not she was going to be called a character disorder, borderline case, or whether she was going to be called sick and sent to electro therapy shock. And I'm like always arguing for some diagnosis that's going to give her a break. You know, a chance of her getting out of there. Because I know the longer you stay in, the less likely you get. And what happens to me? I'm sitting in a meeting, and suddenly the shrink pulls out, and says, have you done right and says well I think you are identifying with the patient? Now they know she's gay from her case notes, but I don't get to see those, right? So I was like all right. And also, innocent as I was, I said, well, I do have a certain identification. I mean, I do I mean, I do think that I understand her, right? I thought I was going to get locked up. And take away my keys. And she and I stayed friends for years after that in fact it is still going.

                
02:01:06	Pat Gozemba

Was she a lot older than you?

                
02:01:09	Janet Kahn

She was older. She was like 10 years...

                
02:01:17	Kathy Clay

The only luck that I had the whole time I was in there is with two doctors, Dr. Winston and Dr. Hickey. They would not let them use me as a guinea pig. When I first went in there, they tried pumping me with almost 1,000 milligrams of thorazine a day. I mean, I got to the point I was hallucinating. I mean, that's why now, from that experience, I won't touch any form of drugs. Well, lately I've been smoking at home. I haven't been drinking, you know. Get a little buzz on you. I'm getting the same buzz from that, only I just fall asleep.

                
02:01:52	Pat Gozemba

Same with me. I get very romantic and instantaneously fall asleep.

                
02:01:59	Kathy Clay

But pills. I wouldn't dream of taking any type of narcotics. Scared the hell out of me after that experience. But they stopped them and they said, no way. She does not need this stuff. There's nothing wrong with this girl. I was the youngest patient at the time. I mean, they were from maybe about like a month after I was there. From that time on, they [Drs. Winston and Hickey] were fighting like crazy to get me out of there.

                
02:02:24	Pat Gozemba

So you were there for about two years?

                
02:02:26	Kathy Clay

Yeah.

                
02:02:27	Pat Gozemba

And then you got to be 18, and they let you out?

                
02:02:29	Kathy Clay

And then I was almost, which is also another reason why there were two reasons. One, I didn't want them to think I was gay because I figured they were going to keep me gay for the rest of my life. I had just heard that maybe when I was 21, I might be lucky enough to get out once I turned 21. I was still like, yeah, I'm three years away or whatever. So that's when I met this kid, Jimmy, that was supposed to be gay. Now, I had also heard something else, that if you're married, your husband can get you out. So when they got me back, because right after we were married, I told you, he decided he was going to be straight. I decided I was going to break his head.

                
02:03:13	Pat Gozemba

Where did you meet Jimmy?

                
02:03:14	Kathy Clay

He was gay, and he had gotten locked up for, like, 10-day observation. Because I guess he got picked up for going out with a younger kid or something. And he was out. Well, they claimed, even though he only spent 10 days there, because he was an ex-patient, that he could not legally sign me out, even if he was legally my husband. But he's the one that called Danvers and had me picked up when he found out that I was totally gay and I was going to go straight. I mean, this guy was, thank God, I mean, you know, I didn't want any of this when I picked on him. He was only half my size. So when he decided he was going to be straight, I told him he wasn't, he isn't. Go ahead and it'll kill you.

                
02:03:58	Kathy Clay

But, you know, so he the next day called up, you know, called up and told them where they could find me because I find me because I had escaped from there to get married. I get back and these prim and proper... do you mind if I ask you something Kathleen? And I said, what's that? He said, how do two homosexuals get married? I said, I don't know. I don't even know what a homosexual is. And they're all, you know, I mean, she was the only one that I never had the nerve to say it until the day I walked out of the hospital. Because I was always dying to say it. The day I walked out and I knew I was free and there's no way they could bring me back in, even if I said it, I said, by the way, Crossfield. And she goes, "Doctor." I said, well, anyhow, by the way, Crossfield, you were right about one thing. She goes, what's that? She goes, I am homosexual. Goodbye. And I just left. Walked out.

                
02:04:56	Kathy Clay

I never bothered because by then, you know, that was what, by then it was getting a little different. You know, even then, it was starting to change. It was more, like, Crossfield felt this way. Hickey and Winston were younger doctors, even though they were old, but they were younger doctors and they didn't feel that homosexuality was a sickness. You know, they had already believed it and that they said eventually, you know, it would turn. So, you know, I just felt more confident. I had to tell her. I was dying to tell her. But then, every time I'd go down the club, every time I ever got picked up for being drunk, right, or something like that, the cross between the fact that I had been in Danvers that I was drunk, and that I was gay, I was constantly. So from 1966 to 1969, I had been in and out of Danvers at least 20 times.

                
02:05:59	Janet Kahn

Every time you were arrested, they would put you back in.

                
02:06:02	Kathy Clay

Back then, if they didn't catch you in the bar, the cops were waiting down the street or outside or wherever. They'd pull you over, or if you were driving, they'd pull you over. You know, they were constantly arresting the gays for being drunk. And I was one of the more lucky ones, I swear. Once a week I'd get caught. But every three times that I got picked up, that was equivalent to an alcoholic. So I'd go to Danvers, and Danvers would say, you're not an alcoholic, but it's a court order. You've got to stay here for 10 days or 20 days, whatever it was that I had to stay there. And then they'd let me go. You know, they didn't have no choice. It was court order. You know, so. But, I mean, they used to pick on the gays back then something wicked. I mean, you had a couple drinks, you were drunk. I mean, you know. So you couldn't win.

                
02:06:50	Pat Gozemba

Did you ever have a sense that there were gay people who had more money and were more privileged, you know, who could get around the kinds of things that you couldn't get around? I mean, did you ever have a sense that there were gay people who came into that bar who, you know, had good jobs or had families that had money, and that that kind of thing wouldn't happen to them? That if they got picked up, they could get off?

                
02:07:19	Kathy Clay

No. The only ones back then that I knew that had good money and stuff like that were still, in some ways, closet cases. In fact, they were even more so scared than anyone else. There was one guy who used to come down, he'd pull up in his limo behind the bar, you know, with his own little bar in there behind the bar. He was the, he owned the Hood Molded Foam store in Marblehead, right? And he used to come down up there to pick up his little young friends and stuff like that, but he would never come into the bar.

                
02:07:57	Pat Gozemba

He would just be outside in the car?

                
02:07:59	Kathy Clay

He'd be outside. I had met him a couple times, but he'd just basically be outside. He wouldn't even come out of the car to go in the bar. And now he, I mean, you know, it wouldn't have hurt anybody to know that he was gay, but in some, like when he would have big parties and stuff like that, he would ask one of the gay women. He didn't want, because he figured, you know, straight women would be after his money, probably. He would ask one of the gay women, you know, that looked all right if she would be his date for the party.

                
02:08:29	Pat Gozemba

You mean someone who looked straight, who wasn't gay?

                
02:08:31	Janet Kahn

Someone to cover.

                
02:08:32	Kathy Clay

Yeah, someone, so they'd be his date for the party that he would have, you know. But I never thought much on him, except it was funny. My sister Diane, my oldest sister, was the only one in the whole family that [felt that way] everyone else felt the way my mother did. Hey, fine, Kathy you know. My sister was too prim and proper. Oh, it's terrible, I can't stand it, and everything else. Well, her husband was a manager at Hood Molding Company. And she found out that his boss was gay. And all of a sudden, Diane became so nice to me, and she found out that I also knew the only other... And from that day on, she was sweet as pie. Total turn, I know I wanted so bad. You know, I gave a few little digs, like, uh-uh, what like, uh-uh, what did you think? Remember who I know, you know, wouldn't want hubby to lose his $40,000 a year job, you know, because she was total panic over it. Oh, God, you know, she thought for sure maybe I could, you know, if he knew, the boss knew how much she hates gays, you know, then maybe he might fire the husband, you know. That was pretty, you know. I mean, I would have loved to have done it, but I like the husband. I can't stomach her but I liked her husband.

                
02:09:57	Kathy Clay

But, like, when you're saying, you know, tell us about the old Fran's the old Light House I can't think of one good thing, aside from the fact it was a place that you found out you weren't the only one. The stories about it, I mean, sound more like something out of the roaring 20s. I mean, when you walked in there, it was total bravery, because you didn't know if you were going to make it home alive, which which cracked me up in a way, because way, because all these people that didn't want anybody to know they were gay, if they were ever called out in front of you, the people would have known, you know. But they ran that risk. I mean, everybody that ever walked in that place ran that risk. I mean, you're sitting, the old bar is much different. If you notice now, when you come in the door, you've got that protection there. You want to know why that's there? Because you'd be sitting at the bar and you'd be shotgun, you know, 22 bullets galore would come flying through that door. The original door. The original door had more goddamn holes in it. We were sitting there one time with a shotgun blast. Three of them came right through the door, and there was maybe four or five of us. There weren't too many people, right, but we were, in split seconds, we were up on the stools, up on the bar, and down the other side, you know, because the bar you know, because the bar used to be on the other side. And you know where the gate is?

                
02:11:16	Pat Gozemba

Yes.

                
02:11:17	Kathy Clay

There was a, the dance floor used to be the back room. And then where the gate is is where the bar was. And, let's see, yes. And the door was right where it is now, but it was just the door, and you walked right up to it, so anybody could, you know, do whatever they wanted. I mean, stuff like that. I think it was the Devil's Disciples, I'm not positive on which motorcycle group it was. Saturday afternoon came in and held every last one of us hostage in there and wouldn't let us out while they drank almost all the booze in the bar. Kept getting drunker and drunker, and everybody naturally assumed that we'd be injured... We were going, the only thing we asked was, if you're going to kill us, can we get drunk too, you know? So they let us drink too, you know, so all afternoon they, you know, they'd drink it down. Rather than put it down on the bar, it was gone. They threw it over in the corner, you know, and they were just piling up booze bottles in the corner.

                
02:12:16	Pat Gozemba

What year did that happen, do you remember?

                
02:12:17	Kathy Clay

This was fifty-eight, fifty-seven or fifty-eight. But they got so shit-faced, they didn't even remember where they were and walked out. This went like from maybe twelve-thirty to five, five-thirty. I mean, all those hours of total panic. I mean, nobody was going to walk to the telephone to call the police. That was just total insanity.

                
02:12:38	Pat Gozemba

Did they have guns?

                
02:12:40	Kathy Clay

No, they were just more or less chains, knives, you know, the usual garbage that they had hanging off of them. If they had a gun, I don't remember them waving it around. We've had a few of those in there, though, too, waving it around. Where's my woman? Oh, no, no. Down we go.

                
02:12:55	Pat Gozemba

Men or women doing that?

                
02:12:57	Kathy Clay

Oh, always men.

                
02:12:59	Pat Gozemba

Looking for women or men?

                
02:13:02	Kathy Clay

I don't know who they were. Back then, I would imagine they were looking for their wives. I mean, I don't know what they were looking for. I mean, they didn't appear to be gay themselves. And, you know.

                
02:13:12	Kathy Clay

And then the time we came in to play pool, it was around six-thirty in the evening, and we walked in there, and the pool table used to be, you know where Franny sits now, down that end? Those bathrooms, none of that was there. The pool there. The pool table used to be up in that area. And we went to play pool, and there was, you know, someone hanging over the pool table, you know, assuming that the poor bastard was drunk and passed out. We're trying to wake him up and knock him over. He's got a knife in him. Who knows how long he's been there, you know? And luckily enough, Franny wasn't there, so we could at least call the cops and get him out of there. You know, I mean, that was, oh, that was gross, because he's got blood all over the pool table and we couldn't play. But, I mean, you know, somebody apparently just walked in, shhh in, and then walked out, you know.

                
02:13:57	Kathy Clay

And then they've had bombs come flying from the back door. They just had one, what, two, three years ago in 1980. It was a small one, you know, I mean, but if anybody was close, it was, it had to have been a miracle, because, because, I mean, everybody's around, every Sunday afternoon, everybody was playing pool or standing around the pool table. It was just that one second that everybody decided to either go get a drink or go to the ladies' room, and the pool table was cleared, and it landed, you know, more or less in midair right over the pool table. If anybody was there, I mean, they could have got a good cut out of it. It was probably, like, a small, homemade bomb. The bouncer happened to be in there, and in there, and he grabbed it and took off and he threw it in the back room, and the cops came to the event, so I never saw exactly what it was. And now you notice, the back door is a steel door. See, that used to be wood, too, because of the shootings and stuff, so bullets won't go through, is the reason. You know, one of the reasons for the door, the other reason is because they keep trying to set it on fire. They came by there one night, and somebody had taken all the trash from Fran's and piled it up against the door and lit it on fire. Now, if it wasn't a metal door, I mean, it would have probably burned. So everybody thinks that was Tony after the fire.

                
02:15:12	Pat Gozemba

Really? I'm going to go down to the other bar and get a look at this Tony again. What about this guy Jim, you know, Jimmy used to be the manager.

                
02:15:23	Kathy Clay

Jim is now working down the other bar.

                
02:15:25	Pat Gozemba

Oh, both he and Tony are working at the other bar.

                
02:15:27	Kathy Clay

Believe it or not, I look at Jim and I say, Jimmy, you know that Tony put something in your drink that drove you crazy. He did, he put, he wanted Jim's job. Jim was excellent bartender and manager. He wanted his job, so Tony put something in his drink that he went snappy and was throwing beer bottles all over the place and hollering at the customers. He freaked out, right, and the police came in and dragged him out of there. So Fran didn't have much choice but to get rid of him or pay a huge fine when he was a bartender. So he was out and Tony was in. Tony took his job and everybody knew Tony wanted his job. I mean it was just total setup. And yet now the stupid fool works for him.

                
02:16:09	Pat Gozemba

Isn't Isn't that something?

                
02:16:12	Kathy Clay

But then again you can't really say much because Jimmy's getting him back in a way because he makes one hell of a drink. Oh my God, the drinks, his drinks are unbelievable. I don't know if he doesn't know you, whether he does the same thing, but if he knows you, forget it. You know, one part tonic, you know, three parts booze. I mean you get wigged out on two drinks of his. So it could be getting even.

                
02:16:41	Kathy Clay

But Jimmy was a good bartender and all the girls liked him because at that time that's when all the girls were there. The old crowd, the new crowd. It was the new crowd. It was really nice down there and it was majority all girls. I mean you had your guys in there and your really swishy fags that were all down Dominic's. They were all more or less even because even the gay guys, the macho ones didn't really care all that much for your drag queens. I mean it got to a point where I don't think many people like, I don't, I've never liked, I can understand a girl being gay and still can't figure out what a guy's doing with a dress on.

                
02:17:21	Pat Gozemba

Can you understand just being gay?

                
02:17:25	Kathy Clay

I can understand, you know, not really. In my honest opinion, no, I cannot figure. I mean, you know, you're brought up with a stereotype that a guy's a guy. I mean I understand the one where you've been pampered by mommy all those years and stuff like that, but still I don't know, there's just something about it that I just can't figure out why a guy is gay. Definitely, beyond that I can't figure out why he wears a dress. I think it's hideous, stupid looking. I don't particularly care for drag. The ones I meet now down there, cause they're a bunch of backstabbers too, I think they're more so than the girls. But the ones I meet down there now, there are a few of whom I like, cause they're very, you know, they don't walk around like this or something like that. But that particular type, you're a drag queens and that, I don't like at all. I think they're hideous, stupid looking.

                
02:18:21	Pat Gozemba

When you say you can understand... When you said, you know, I guess I just want to check out if you and I agree about this. When you said you could understand, you can't understand why a guy would be gay, but you can understand a woman being gay. Why do you say you can understand a woman being gay? More than...

                
02:18:51	Kathy Clay

Probably because I am one.

                
02:18:53	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. Do you have any other reasons that you think about that? Why women... What being gay gives us?

                
02:19:09	Kathy Clay

Even as far as, like, some women, I can't figure. In a way, I can't figure. I mean, I don't dig this, you know, I'm gay because I was I was raped by a guy. To me, that's just psychological and eventually that's going to go away. You're going to go back to being straight. I don't know. I'm going through seeing myself that I can understand more so why women would be gay. But men, I mean, stereotyped. I mean, they've always been macho and this and that and it's just hard to picture than the one thing, you know, the one that the mothers brought them up.

                
02:19:49	Pat Gozemba

But what about with us? Why do you see it as a good alternative or an understandable alternative for us? You know, other than, and I don't mean the rape stuff, I just mean why it would seem understandable for us to be gay.

                
02:20:17	Kathy Clay

Well, it probably is the same way for men, but I just can't picture it.

                
02:20:24	Pat Gozemba

I'm not sure that it is. I'm not trying to put you on the defensive. I just wanted to ask you that question to see if you thought about it the same way that I was thinking. I mean, let me tell you what I'm thinking. I don't want to play a teacher game. But what I was thinking was that, you know, that I feel that being gay for me is a choice. That if I, that I could probably choose to be straight. I don't think I would like it. It's not what I would prefer. But I think if, you know, I could imagine a situation where that could happen. You know, the likelihood is remote. But I could imagine it. But, about being a lesbian, it seems to me that what being a lesbian offers me in my life that being a married suburban housewife didn't offer me was a lot of control over my own life. I'm responsible for myself. When I'm putting energy or support into someone else that I feel close to, it's not a man, it's a woman that I'm putting that energy into. And it just seems to me that my life is freer and happier as a lesbian than it ever was as a straight woman. Because as a straight woman, I always felt as if there were men who had, who played larger, significant roles in my life than I really wanted them to play. You know, and it wasn't that I wanted to be a man. I didn't want to be a man. I wanted to have the same freedom that they had. To make choices about what I could do. And so when you were saying, well, I can understand why a woman would be gay. As soon as you said that, I was like, yeah, I can understand it, too, but I wondered if we had the same reasons why we understood that.

                
02:22:19	Kathy Clay

Well, the main one that you said there, that I feel is the main one, is that you're happier. You feel better. If you don't want to be with the opposite sex, you know, you're gay. Period. That's what they call it. I mean, you know, why make yourself miserable, naturally? You're happy being gay. Like I said, I was more or less born gay. I can't picture me with a guy. I probably have the same feeling in me as a straight guy has with being with another guy. My thoughts of being with a guy, I can't picture it. Like, I wasn't born. Maybe I was born in the wrong body, but you know, I don't want to be a guy either, but you know, maybe I was born in the wrong body. I don't know, but guys just don't turn me on. I mean, I find a lot of guys attractive and everything. You know, I wouldn't mind looking like them even but that's about it. But I just, I prefer girls, with a lot happier to a guy. I'd be miserable if I had to. That's why there was no way I don't care if it was 1923. There's no way I was going to hide the fact that I was gay except for the fact that I might get locked away for the rest of my life. But the minute I realized, I wouldn't. You know, but still, even still, I might deny if someone says to me, are you homosexual? I might have. I wouldn't now. I might have denied it because of that reason. But I would not have put on a dress and a skirt to hide it. You know, I mean, I would have dressed the way I wanted to dress. I would have done what I wanted to do. You know, and so forth and so on. Because I'm gay. You know, it doesn't matter to me nothin, you know. I'm gay, like me, you know. I'm gay, like I said. They can't take a joke, they'll get over it.

                
02:24:07	Janet Kahn

I hate to leave this discussion.

                
02:24:11	Pat Gozemba

I know, it's great.

                
02:24:15	Kathy Clay

Is it possible to ask for another cup of coffee?

                
02:24:17	Pat Gozemba

Oh, of course, it's still on there. Come on, let's get it. I'm going to get something else too.

                
02:24:21	Kathy Clay

No, one other thing. Where are you hiding your ladies room

                
02:24:25	Pat Gozemba

Oh, the bathroom. The bathroom right there. The switch is to the right.

                
02:24:47	Kathy Clay

Whenever I saw it, I couldn't... I mean, they were all, like, nasty little dirty bumper stickers, but that one cracked me up, a hundred million viewers can't be wrong.

                
02:24:58	Pat Gozemba

So Mickey's been coming to the bar for a long time. What about Phyllis? Was she a regular there too?

                
02:25:07	Kathy Clay

Oh yeah, Oh yeah, Phyllis. Mickey's been coming for quite a few years now, since she's been going with Phyllis, but... Phyllis has been there since I've been there.

                
02:25:17	Pat Gozemba

Do you know the woman dancing with Dolly?

                
02:25:19	Kathy Clay

No.

                
02:25:21	Pat Gozemba

Do you know that woman with Mickey? She's a friend of Fran's, and the day when she saw me taking those photos, she said she wanted me to give her some, so...

                
02:25:29	Kathy Clay

Believe it or not, I mean, I know her name-wise. When it comes to these people, I can't stand them, because they'll say hi to me and I just go, thank God I don't have to mention their names.

                
02:25:46	Pat Gozemba

He told me he was in a relationship with a guy for 29 years.

                
02:25:49	Kathy Clay

What when he died? He lost him.

                
02:25:53	Pat Gozemba

That's an amazing story, isn't it? Do you know some of those women?

                
02:26:01	Kathy Clay

Let's put it this way. I know the majority of them, but not one as far as the names go.

                
02:26:07	Pat Gozemba

She wrote her name down.

                
02:26:09	Kathy Clay

That one, this one in the middle, I think her name's Carol. No, she's the type. She's the type I don't like. She's down there to pick something up for the night.

                
02:26:21	Pat Gozemba

Is she really?

                
02:26:23	Kathy Clay

Mm-hmm. Yeah, and that's it. No big thing.

                
02:26:29	Pat Gozemba

You don't know the one whose birthday it was that day, do you?

                
02:26:32	Kathy Clay

Mm, no. I think she's straight.

                
02:26:35	Pat Gozemba

Joanne Patrizzi, I guess she's been a regular there for a long time.

                
02:26:41	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. It's so funny, though, because we've all gained so much weight. gained so much weight.

                
02:26:53	Pat Gozemba

Is that Phyllis again?

                
02:26:57	Kathy Clay

Nope. Mm-hmm. This one here, right, when I first started going to the bar, she was always sending me over drinks. She was on the make for me. She was driving me nuts. Oh Kathy. So finally, I get to a point. I don't normally do it, because when I get drinking, I'm terrible. I don't normally do it. I couldn't stand it. She was driving me mad. She was stuck-up, snob-type. I don't like that type, anyhow. I went up to her and said, Will you do me a favor, please? And she goes, What? Anything. I said, Will you go jump off the Mystic River Bridge?

                
02:27:38	Kathy Clay

That did it. She was so highly insulted she never spoke to me again.

                
02:27:43	Pat Gozemba

I want to give you the other... You didn't get that picture, huh?

                
02:27:49	Kathy Clay

Uh-uh.

                
02:27:50	Kathy Clay

I wasn't all that drunk, and yet I do not remember that picture. I remember you taking one when Candy was there.

                
02:28:00	Pat Gozemba

I wonder if I have that picture. Let me see. Maybe it's on one of the proof sheets. Kathy, that... Why don't you look at this one and see if you see one of Candy in it? Oh, here's a couple at the bar with you, um...

                
02:28:31	Kathy Clay

This one here with Red in it here. I think that's Red.

                
02:28:39	Pat Gozemba

Oh, is she, huh?

                
02:28:41	Kathy Clay

Yeah, she's very interesting... Uh-huh.

                
02:28:46	Pat Gozemba

Are these some of the pictures you were talking about? That's the back of you. With this one here? I don't think...

                
02:29:09	Kathy Clay

I don't know if that's the one... I think there's one that her and I were almost next to each other.

                
02:29:15	Pat Gozemba

I'm...

                
02:29:31	Kathy Clay

I'm going to look at these and see at these and see if I can find a picture of Candy. Why don't you start one of these and you'll see who she was. Praise God.

                
02:29:41	Pat Gozemba

Here's one of you in the dance floor.

                
02:29:43	Kathy Clay

Oh, must have been drunk by then, but... I only get on the dance floor when I'm drunk.

                
02:29:58	Pat Gozemba

That's what I see. I see a... That's Jay, right? KATHY CLAY Unless it was a picture of Brian. Unless it was a picture that I took that did not come out . That's possible it didn't come out.

                
02:30:31	Pat Gozemba

Oh, there it is.

                
02:30:37	Kathy Clay

Is that it? you turn Is that it? Maybe you turn that one...

                
02:30:54	Pat Gozemba

Yeah, I probably would. I think because I'm pretty sure...

                
02:30:57	Pat Gozemba

You're thinking about her being gay, isn't it? Gay, isn't it?

                
02:31:03	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah. Forget it. You don't even mention it to Fran. See, if you had known, you could have been prewarned, don't you think?

                
02:31:12	Pat Gozemba

Yeah, well, I have not asked her that question and I won't. I obviously will not ask her that question. I don't want to get her angry about it.

                
02:31:21	Kathy Clay

Well, it. Well, you know, that's the big, giant no-no...

                
02:31:27	Pat Gozemba

Interesting. Hmm. I was wondering if she had pictures from different events that happened over at the bar. You know, like...

                
02:31:55	Kathy Clay

Well, I know I've seen a lot of them in certain papers and stuff, so I don't know if she's had... In fact, I thought about it... I can't see. I thought about it and then I went, they're crappy anyhow. Some of them were all horrible. Get that word out. Black and white. But I have pictures of the original bar. Do you really? But they're kind of crappy. I was drunk. I didn't know what I was doing.

                
02:32:25	Pat Gozemba

But they would still be okay. I mean, they'd be better than nothing if that's all the pictures that we can find.

                
02:32:31	Kathy Clay

And then, of course, then there's a lot of them, like when they did over the back room and stuff. You know, it's not that I was conceited or anything, or anything, but I had my little shades on. And all the pictures of the back room or the pool table or something like that, I got to do it all with me in it. But I was mainly doing it for the background of things that she had first done it over.

                
02:32:55	Kathy Clay

But, you know, I don't have any old pictures. I don't have Dolly. I've got Tiny.

                
02:33:04	Pat Gozemba

I would love to see some of those pictures. You know, let me tell you about what we want to do and what we're thinking we want to do. And again, you know, we don't have any idea of how it's all going to happen. I don't know if I explained this to you before, but we, in the Boston Lesbian and Gay History Project, there are, well, there originally were about 15 of us who were working on this project. And we made a slideshow and wrote a script about the history of lesbians and gay men in Boston from like the 17th century up to the 20th century. We went back and we found some old documents where they had taken people to court for men lying with men, women lying with women. I mean, really fascinating old stuff. Not all that we had found ourselves, but that other people as gay and lesbian researchers had found information about this. So when they did the 350 year celebration in Boston, which was in 1980, we said, well, we want, you know, we're gay people and our history is important too and we made the city of Boston give us $500 to do this slideshow. So that's where we got the money and got the energy to put it all together. So we put it on for the first time in June up in Boston at the Arlington Street Church. And, you know, it was a big success and then we showed it around a lot of places. And we still have it. We still show it a lot. In fact, we went and showed it a week ago Thursday over at Boston College. And like the the North Shore Gay and Lesbian Alliance, we showed it up here at Salem State. So anyway, we started doing that project and a lot of people all over the country were really fascinated with it. In fact, the slideshow has been shown all over the world now. It's been shown throughout Europe. It's been shown in Japan, Alaska, every place.

                
02:35:02	Pat Gozemba

So we decided we wanted to do some more lesbian and gay history but that what we didn't have, the kinds of stories that we didn't have were of regular people. Like we had a lot of famous people who were gay and lesbian. But we didn't have stories of regular people, you know, people who were working class, who worked, who went to local bars. Like what gay life was really like for most people. Not if you were rich and you were well educated and had important jobs and all that. So we also, I had been aware of some work that these women in Buffalo had done in a group called the Buffalo Lesbian Oral History Project. And they started interviewing gay women who were out in the 40s, in the 30s, 40s, and 50s in Buffalo. In the early 60s. In other words, what it was like to be gay before it was sort of like fashionable, acceptable, all of that. So we had them come to Boston and they talked about, they did a talk in Boston about that project and the kinds of things that they were finding out. And so much of the stuff that you said today is exactly the stuff that they said about Buffalo and what it was like in the bar The cops coming in, dragging people off in the paddy wagons, people being locked up in mental institutions, being dragged to jail. What it was like to dress like a man and go out on the street and get beaten up. I mean, Kathy, you would, sometime I would give you copies of these tapes if you would like to listen to their talk because you will identify so much with what these women are finding out and, you know, and the women are still alive and they're interviewing them and they've got other kinds of lives that they lead. But we started thinking like, you know, well, that would be something fascinating to do for Boston, but where would it be a good, what bar would it be good be good and blah blah blah? And I said that I thought that Fran's and the Lighthouse was the ideal place because it was like a neighborhood bar. I said it was friendly to go there, that I'm sure it had some of the same history that these other places had and that that was where I would like to go. Now some of the other women said that they were interested in a place up in Lowell called Moody's Gardens. Did you ever hear of that? Did you ever go to that bar?

                
02:37:23	Kathy Clay

I never had gone to it. I had heard about it, but it was still back then, you know, the only one back then that was up in the one in, what's it, Tyngsborough?

                
02:37:33	Kathy Clay

Tyngsborough, DiRocco's Cabaret.

                
02:37:33	Kathy Clay

Yes, it's DiRocco's now because it had the big fire. I don't remember exactly what they called it years ago. I had gone there a couple times years ago. That bar, in a way, identified with Fran's. It doesn't anymore. I mean, it's totally more like the ones in Boston now. But I would definitely think you do have the ideal place.

                
02:37:53	Pat Gozemba

I think so too.

                
02:37:53	Kathy Clay

I mean, I think it's the oldest of all of them that is still around and is still going the same way it was, you know.

                
02:38:00	Pat Gozemba

The other thing that we thought was really interesting about Fran's and the Light House was that it was a mix of men and women. And men and women got along together. You know, like in Boston, that's a big deal. There's men's bars, there's women's bars. Well, some places, like the 12 [1270], you know, men and women will be together, but the 12 [1270] is unusual in terms of Boston bars. And so we said, well, let's find a, you know, let's, so I said to these, so a lot of those people in Boston didn't know about Fran's. And this shows you the prejudice that people have. One of the women grew up in Salem who was in the history project, and she said, oh, the Light House, Fran's, that's awful, I would never think about going there. You know, she sort of considers herself an important person. You know, and so I said to the other people in the project, well, I really think that y'all should come to Fran's. You should start going to Fran's and see what it's like. Because I think you'll be convinced that it's a good place to do it. So people from the project started doing that. Like last winter, they started going down to Fran's. And they all liked it. Everybody liked it. And I'm talking about...

                
02:39:06	Kathy Clay

It's a friendly atmosphere.

                
02:39:07	Pat Gozemba

It really is.

                
02:39:08	Kathy Clay

You don't have that coldness that you have with going to Boston.

                
02:39:11	Pat Gozemba

I mean, and I'm talking about the people who are in the project are, like one guy's a Harvard professor. You know, I teach. One of the women who's in the project used to, two of the women used to teach. One now cleans houses, and the other is working as a secretary. One guy works in a print shop at Salem State. Another guy works in an insurance business. Works for Kemper Insurance. Another guy works as a computer technician. So it's not like everybody's not a teacher. I mean, there's a real variety of occupations that we're all involved in. And everybody loved the bar. Everybody thought it was great, and thought that that was a terrific place to begin... to find out about what regular people, gay people's lives were like. So that's what we're starting to do. Now what's happening in the project now is one of the guys, the guy who teaches at Harvard [Joe Interrante], who is the sweetest, most wonderful guy. I mean, just terrific. And he's been a person who really has kept the history project alive, and I guess maybe I've been one of the other people who's done that in terms of getting people on their feet and saying, come on, come on, let's do something and just get it going. Well, Joe, his lover just died of AIDS. He got AIDS last March, and he died in October. So that kind of put Joe out of the picture in terms of working on getting stuff going about Fran's, although he's really interested in the project. And there are three women, Janet, myself, and this other woman, Libby, who is working cleaning houses now. And we all want to work on it. Libby doesn't have a car, so it's hard for her to get up here and hard for her to sometimes get to meetings, but we try to work around that and do it the best we can. The guys in the project, there really hasn't been any guy who's sort of taken over and said, come on, let's get going. Let's get out and find those men. We sort of decided that the women would interview women from Fran's, and the men should interview the men. That it would just be easier that way, that we would be talking the same language with women, and they'd be talking the same language with men. So the guys just haven't gotten it off the ground yet. And Jim Zipper, who has hung out at Fran's, you'd recognize him, I'm sure if you saw him. He's hung out at Fran's for like 25 years. I mean, he's been there a long time. And he, I think, wants to get involved in it, but he didn't quite know how to sit down with people and talk to them and ask them questions. And I don't think it's real hard. It wasn't real hard today to sit down and do it. It's just like, if you feel comfortable about doing it, and you get somebody get somebody good like you, who has a lot to say, and it works out. So that's why Janet's going to interview Jim on Thursday night, just to, and the other guys from the project are going to come and then they'll see how you sit down and talk to people about these questions.

                
02:42:14	Kathy Clay

You know what would be a good one? You know, as far as the guy goes, one that I know wouldn't mind mentioning his name, that would probably be a good one, as long as you get him sober, is Roger Black.

                
02:42:23	Pat Gozemba

Is that right? Dolly mentioned him.

                
02:42:25	Kathy Clay

He is from the old days. He was a bartender. There was Mother Brown and Roger Black. Mother Brown? Two big fags, you know. In fact, Mother Brown, I saw her in 1980, shot to hell, she finally became a woman. She had the operation and everything. She's down in Texas now. She's married to a man. A homeliest woman you ever...

                
02:42:49	Pat Gozemba

Really? This was a guy who had a sex change operation?

                
02:42:51	Kathy Clay

Yes, he finally had the sex change operation.

                
02:42:53	Pat Gozemba

What was his real name? Do you remember?

                
02:42:57	Kathy Clay

Bobby Brown?

                
02:43:01	Pat Gozemba

But Roger Black is still around then?

                
02:43:03	Kathy Clay

Yeah.

                
02:43:05	Pat Gozemba

I'll have to ask Jim if he knows him.

                
02:43:07	Kathy Clay

Yeah, he must. Now, I'm not sure of this, but he was, for a while, he was a cook at Fantasy's [in Ipswich].

                
02:43:15	Pat Gozemba

Oh, really?

                
02:43:17	Kathy Clay

The other, Kenny, you know, the one, now this is, I'm going last summer when Kenny still owned it. I don't know if Kenny still got it now.

                
02:43:27	Pat Gozemba

At Fantasy?

                
02:43:28	Kathy Clay

At Fantasy.

                
02:43:29	Kathy Clay

Now, he's from the old crowd.

                
02:43:31	Pat Gozemba

Do you know what his name is?

                
02:43:32	Kathy Clay

Kenny what? Kenny... I can't think of it. He He owned the Boston Street Diner, too. Before Dominic took it over again. He rented it from Dominic. And when he left Boston Street Diner, he went up to Fantasy's and opened up up there.

                
02:43:49	Pat Gozemba

Boston Street Diner.

                
02:43:51	Kathy Clay

Now, Roger Black could still work at the diner for Dominic. I'm not sure. He was in the beginning.

                
02:43:57	Pat Gozemba

What is it that... Boston Street?

                
02:43:59	Kathy Clay

Boston Street? Lynn Hospital.

                
02:44:01	Pat Gozemba

Oh, right, right. So there's a diner up there. And Mr. Dom owns that? Dominic owns that? Oh, that's something.

                
02:44:13	Pat Gozemba

You know who Dolly mentioned who might be a good person to talk to was a guy named Dumas? Did you know him?

                
02:44:21	Kathy Clay

He sounds very familiar.

                
02:44:23	Pat Gozemba

And said that Dumas was friends with a woman named Skippy.

                
02:44:29	Kathy Clay

Skippy is one of the original... Skippy Skippy goes with Barbara L'Italien.

                
02:44:33	Pat Gozemba

Oh, she did?

                
02:44:35	Kathy Clay

They're living together right now. I don't know for sure if they're back together again. But Skippy, yeah.

                
02:44:39	Pat Gozemba

Does Skippy live over in Marblehead?

                
02:44:42	Kathy Clay

Yeah.

                
02:44:43	Pat Gozemba

I think that's what Fran told me. But she said that Dumas apparently hangs out with Skippy. Spends a lot of time with her on the weekend.

                
02:44:58	Kathy Clay

Oh, Oh, well, I must know who they are. But un, Skippy, yeah. Skippy's Barbara L'Italien's... They've been going together.

                
02:45:04	Pat Gozemba

That's a wonderful story you told about Barbara L'Italien. I mean, I think that when I think of what people like that can mean in your life.

                
02:45:11	Kathy Clay

Oh, yeah, thank God for people like Barbara L'Italien.

                
02:45:14	Pat Gozemba

Yeah, really. Really. Really. Did she tell you that, did she get in touch with you like after you got out of the hospital?

                
02:45:23	Kathy Clay

I was sitting right there on the bed in the hospital. And she came up to me and she said, Kathy, I think it was right around one of the times when you cross... scared the hell out of me, She says, Kathy, I know you're gay. I knew I could trust her.

                
02:45:38	Pat Gozemba

Did she use that word gay?

                
02:45:39	Kathy Clay

Yeah. I felt I could trust her the whole time. She was one of the people I could talk to, but I never could understand why. And then finally she told me, she goes, as soon as you get out of here, I know a place. And she told me where it is. She said, come here. She said, I'll be there. She said, you'll find all kinds of people just like you. And I'm looking at her. Oh, God, let let me go down there, please. My sanity. I've got my sanity to think about.

                
02:46:03	Pat Gozemba

It's a great story.

                
02:46:05	Kathy Clay

You know, and I went down there, I wasn't in there more than 15, 20 minutes, maybe a half an hour. And she came walking in. I walked up and said, hi, Barb. Oh, it's about time. And she introduced me to a lot of people. You know, it was great. I mean, I thought it was the greatest thing I'd ever had. I didn't care much about the fact it was a bar room, because room, because I wasn't into, you know, I had never drank before. And I wasn't And I wasn't into alcohol, and bar rooms were one of those things that I didn't care much for.

                
02:46:38	Kathy Clay

But it didn't But it come to a point that I never thought of it that way. I thought of it as a place for these, you know, people like me, we're all there. And that's all that counts. Even if you had to fight your way through it every night of the week. You know, to me, I thought it was worth it. And from that time on, I actually put myself in a gay world. I do not associate with straight people. I have no cause to associate with straight people. Straight people that I do know and everything know definitely that I'm gay. I don't hide it. You know, but I've never come across, I've stuck with all gay people, so I never come across that many straight people. Other than at work or something like that, you know, I just don't come across.

                
02:47:27	Kathy Clay

In fact, it's funny because I've been working for this I've been working for this company now a little over a year, this cleaning company. And, you know, the woman that owns it, she's always talked nice to me, and I'm always one of those kinky housewives. She's always smiling at me and winking. She makes me nervous wreck. Straight women do that. They make me nervous. Finally, just the other day, I was in there, and I walked in the back room, and there's this girl from the club that I know, and I went, what are you doing here? And she goes, what are you doing here? And the first thing, I pulled her aside and said, you know, you don't know my real name. You know, because I use a totally different name. You don't know my real name. So she said, oh, okay, you know, what's your first name? I said, well, that's still Kathy. I said, because if they had to call me the name of the person I'm using, I said, I will not and won't answer to Elizabeth. And so she said, I said, well, what do you think? She goes, I helped Caroline out once in a while. She's good friends with Caroline, and the girl that cleans the equipment at night is her lover, and Caroline knows all about the two of them. You know, and she's saying, you know, Caroline, since.. that way and this and that, right? I thought so.

                
02:48:47	Kathy Clay

And then all of a sudden, we come walking up, we come walking out of the back room and Caroline spots that we know each other, and Caroline's smiling even more and winking at me, and I'm going, no way, Caroline. Not my type.

                
02:49:01	Pat Gozemba

That's great. That's great.

                
02:49:07	Kathy Clay

But I mean, if they had ever come out, I mean, I wasn't going to volunteer. She kept staring. I wasn't going to volunteer and say, yeah, you're right, I'm gay. But if they had ever come out, it's funny, though, because I go, some of the little old ladies that I go to do, it's so funny because they all think I'm a guy, right? Oh, what's a nice young man like you, you know, doing work and cleaning houses? I'm just cleaning? I've I've got to try to explain to them that I'm not, you know?

                
02:49:35	Pat Gozemba

Where do you clean houses around this area?

                
02:49:37	Kathy Clay

We clean, like, we clean houses in Marblehead, you know, all over. Private homes, plus we clean homes for the elderly. You know, yeah, we've been down Pioneer Terrace, whatever it is. We clean it for them. And, you know, I'd rather clean for them. It takes 20 minutes to do one of those little apartments and you pay for an hour and a half. Where we go to some of these huge estates in Marblehead and you've got two hours to clean about 25 rooms.

                
02:50:09	Pat Gozemba

Do you work, like, in a team with a whole bunch of people?

                
02:50:13	Kathy Clay

Yeah, no, just one other girl. Just two of us.

                
02:50:17	Kathy Clay

They go out in teams, just two people. Unless it's a really huge job like a chore job or something that they may send three. Other than that, it's just two of us and a girl that I work with is gay too.

                
02:50:29	Pat Gozemba

So that's nice.

                
02:50:31	Kathy Clay

In fact, that's how I got the job. I was saying, you know, I needed a part-time job for a little extra money. Well, I never really worked. I did, like I said, under the table I said, under the table work. I just worked for myself. I tuned up cars and stuff like that for friends. Because I'm on, where I'm on, I'm on the Social Security Disability. You don't work on that.

                
02:50:55	Kathy Clay

But then recently, I mean, with the prices of rent and everything else going up, they don't quite else going up, they don't quite give you enough money to survive on. So I was saying to a friend, you know, I really needed an under-the-table part-time job. And she introduced me to this me to this girl here. And I went in and got the job.

                
02:51:15	Pat Gozemba

That's what I meant about the, that's what I was asking about, you know, the lesbian mafia helping each other out to get jobs and stuff like that. Because Dolly was talking about that she worked at a place down in Roxbury or something, some factory. And she said that by the time she left that job, everybody working in that factory was a lesbian. Well, everybody. You know, that it was just like they'd get little, get different jobs.

                
02:51:45	Kathy Clay

I know a place that's great for that. Like I was saying, you know, a good percentage of the bar works for the GE. The rest of the percentage works for

                
02:51:55	Kathy Clay

New England telephone. Unbelievable. Sometimes it almost feels like a 50-50 thing. I mean, if you don't work for GE, then it's the New England Telephone that you work for. And unbelievable, the people that I met that that worked for that. And they're ones that they get other friends in and stuff like that. You know, and they're always of course GE, it's hard to get anybody. You know. But, you know, they'll say, hey, there's an opening down in the New England Telephone if you want to go down.

                
02:52:23	Pat Gozemba

What kind of jobs do the women do? Operating? Operator jobs? Or installation?

                
02:52:31	Kathy Clay

No, no. New England Telephone, all right. A few of the girls that I know work in the office. Well, of course, the ones that are in Lynn part that's all your advertisement, your yellow pages, you know.

                
02:52:47	Pat Gozemba

Oh, right.

                
02:52:49	Kathy Clay

So, quite a few of them work upstairs in the office. The butches more or less work downstairs in the packaging delivery of, you know, picking up all the heavy stuff. You know. And they, I guess, make damn good money there.

                
02:53:05	Pat Gozemba

Do you think that was part of that, that was a large part of, like, what the bar was? And maybe what the bar still is in a way is that women are kind is in a way is that women are kind of divided up into butches and femmes?

                
02:53:19	Kathy Clay

Well, I'll tell you. I noticed, you know, like, before, years ago, I mean, when you walked in there, you could tell the difference. It was very obvious. Now you walk in, it's very hard. It is. It's very hard to tell. You know, I'm looking going, cute but awful butch.

                
02:53:37	Kathy Clay

I like the feminine type, right? And I'm looking around going, oh, wow, okay. You know, there's no feminine type around here. And those who usually are really, really feminine type are usually bisexuals or straight that go in there.

                
02:53:51	Kathy Clay

You know. I have noticed that a lot. You know, it's very hard. You know, like, I won't approach anybody. If I liked somebody, I wouldn't even approach them if I thought they were a little butch. And then, of course, when they approach me and say, I'm not butch, and I'll just let it be. Oh. What can I say?

                
02:54:15	Pat Gozemba

But, like, when you talk about butch and femme, now...

                
02:54:19	Kathy Clay

Now they say there's no such thing.

                
02:54:21	Pat Gozemba

Yeah. I don't know. I'm not so sure about that.

                
02:54:25	Kathy Clay

There's a lot. There's a lot. But back in... Getting on one of the personal aspects of this thing. Years ago. Butches... Forget it. Butches did everything. You know the Femmes... You know. Butches did it all. Femmes did not do it to butches. It was uncalled for.

                
02:54:49	Pat Gozemba

You're talking about love making.

                
02:54:49	Kathy Clay

You didn't do that back then. Of course, a lot of them now are admitting that they did. But when it came to going down the club, "I didn't do that." You know, it was a big deal. You didn't hey, butches didn't do that back then. Now, people like Candy and stuff like that, they're starting to admit that they finally coaxed the girls they were going out with into it. PAT GOZEMBA Into making love to them. But, I mean, it was unheard of. It never bothered me. So I never. No, I'm getting there. I'm more or less coming out. I'm getting there. I don't have much choice. But that and my girlfriend going, wait, this isn't fair. I'm not used to it.

                
02:55:37	Pat Gozemba

Not used to having her make love to you?

                
02:55:41	Kathy Clay

I have trained myself to be an expert in what I do. She can't stand it because I have to do everything perfectly. An expert on what I do. And I know how to do it the way I do it. The way you're talking about it confuses my head. Something wicked. I'm getting all screwed up here. Don't worry about it. I am worried about it. If it ain't perfect, it ain't right. We've had that discussion for a while. But I'm getting there. Get me stoned though. Don't do it sober.

                
02:56:14	Pat Gozemba

That's a, I think that's a real issue. When I was, the first woman that I came out with, she had been in one other relationship when she was a freshman in college and it was and it was with a woman who would just make love to her and would not let Cynthia make love to her. And Cynthia didn't understand that at all. And when she and I became lovers, I didn't know about any of that. I didn't think about that. About I'll make love to you and you won't make love to me. It just never occurred to me to me to think about that. So we made love to each other.

                
02:57:01	Pat Gozemba

And then it was like probably three or four months later that she told me about the relationship that she had had before where the woman would not let her make love to her. And I never thought about butch and femme. I never thought about that was like a whole way of behaving that people, that women were into. And it wasn't for a long time after that that I finally understood that that was another whole pattern of behavior that I didn't I didn't comprehend.

                
02:57:33	Kathy Clay

I know. I see you. Because I mean now like when I went back down to the club now there's a few women that I did go out with and stuff like that . . . out with . . .. I found almost every single one of them, you know what I'm saying. And I'm there cut that out. No way. And they look at me like where are you from? Hey you know really. Butches, you don't touch butches. You know I'm I was going by ten years like I said you know I spent ten years in the twilight zone. And I come to find and I'm there saying to myself oh shit you know I gotta get into this thing you know. It doesn't look like I'm going to have much choice because they're all that way. And a lot of them even though they are feminine looking they're no such thing as butch and femme. Even though like the girl that I'm going out with now, Nancy, even though she doesn't believe anything as far as butch and femme except for the fact that she goes after macho looking girls. She doesn't go after feminine looking girls. Every once in a while one of the friends used to tell me every once in a while she'd go after feminine looking girls for a while she'd go after feminine looking girls for a change or something I don't know what. But basically she , you know, and there are a few of them down there that do still go after the macho looking but so many of them down there you know I mean they come in together. To me they don't even look like they're going together. They they look like they're just friends you know or whatever you know. They're either both feminine looking or both macho looking. But as far as that phase goes butch and femme I guess it has really phased its way out. It's a thing of the past. Especially in Boston.

                
02:59:19	Pat Gozemba

But I think you think that if it existed any place it would exist at bars like Fran's.

                
02:59:27	Kathy Clay

About the only place really.

                
02:59:29	Pat Gozemba

You know when you talk about the... I know what you mean about how people sort of look alike now. I mean they have jeans on maybe a shirt or whatever you know everybody sort of would of would look the same. I think what you would say is that you and I are dressed butch but actually you and I are dressed like the majority of people would dress in that bar. Did women in the 60's who were supposed to be femme did they dress in skirts?

                
03:00:01	Kathy Clay

Oh yeah.

                
03:00:03	Pat Gozemba

See like you never see anybody in skirts as as far as now.

                
03:00:07	Kathy Clay

Oh no not now. But back then I mean they wore dresses, skirts if they wore slacks it was very feminine looking slacks. Yeah it was women's slacks.

                
03:00:17	Pat Gozemba

No fly in the front.

                
03:00:23	Kathy Clay

No fly in the front, on the side. If it was in the winter maybe a tweed you you know or something like that. Colorful you know but never anything even looked masculine. They would wear the frilly blouses and stuff you know. So it would definitely I mean you could tell definitely tell the difference. But now I know I mean you walk in there the only time you walk in there and see anybody in a skirt now is if they just got out of work or something and they have nowhere to [change clothes]. But other than that there's no way.

                
03:00:54	Kathy Clay

Especially now that your designer jeans are coming, forget it. I know they came out with designer jeans, I can't tell the difference. I can't help it. Terrible. All women's designer jeans I can't tell who's who. And especially now that short haircuts are more popular. You look for earrings and then that don't even help. But the earrings are good. You know I mean now even the guys got them.

                
03:01:23	Pat Gozemba

We're having this great discussion about butch and femme. Kathy was just talking about the earrings. Pam was saying to me the other day that she saw this woman who was really a butch rugby player muscle bound. And Pam said and I looked at her and she had earrings on and she said of all the people in the world I would expect she'd be one of the last people that I'd ever see with earrings on. And there she was.

                
03:01:47	Kathy Clay

I know Candy shocked me when I saw her and I know she's very macho looking and everything. All of a sudden she went out and got earrings.

                
