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Throughout this zine we found various ways to address the topic expectations vs.
Reality in traveling abroad, while using a variety of the Walter Whitman letters, 

Postcards, and other various Peer-reviewed scholarly articles.We noticed that Like 
many people Whitman created this idea of what he expected things to be like or look 

like when he arrived at a certain place. Also, like many people have noticed, not 
everything is the way it is imagined when we arrive at the place we had created so 

many thoughts and images in our heads about. There are also many ways the things 
around us influence the way we think something is going to look like. In this zine we 

found many ways to showcase how Whitman had created ah expectation and found out 
that in reality it was much different. We also found a way to connect both the past and 

present through each representation in our own ways. In this zine we decided to 
showcase the architecture, what it was expected to look like then, why the architecture 
was the way it was, how it has changed over the years and how the expectations have 

changed. We showcased how the dead should be treated based on how America 
believes it to be vs the reality of what actually happens in other countries. We 

showcased transportation and technology and what it was expected to look like based 
on what America thinks how advanced things should be and then compared that to the 

expectations and how much it differed. We showcased the festivities and compared how 
they are much different than those in America and how he expected them to be more 
similar. Lastly, we compared the clothing to the past and present and how Whitman 

expected things to look like vs. how it really is and why some people use it as opposed
to everyone.
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. In the Into 19th and early 20,h centuries post cards were sent to *
show the areas where a traveler had been. The postcards often
depleted the traditional architecture of the area, perpetuating
the idea across North America and Europe that other cultures
were less advanced. Whitman made note of the Chinese
architecture ns consisting of mudbricks, end windows tightly »closed to keep evil spirits out. , The presence of modernity *s \
was Ignored to keep thoughts in line with what he already Nearly a hundred years later, people still expect to see 

traditional architecture. A study of American foreign exchange 
students found that the students studying in China did not 
expect to see any modernity. One participant was shocked by 

the lights of the Shanghai skyline, she commented that It 
reminded her of London. Another participant was surprised 

that temples v/ere a source of income In the tourist trade. ,
Cross cultural competency among the students in the study j

increased with the realization that modernity is universal.
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Expectation Vs. Reality in Clothing

There are a variety of postcards in the Whitman
Collection. Many Containing traditional wear in the
Chinese Culture. These two pictures range from the
actresses sitting down in traditional clothing from just
walking down the street in traditonal wear.

convenience that masks significant cultural
variation2. In other words not everyone will
wear these garments. People will wear
them to distinguish class. Not just anyone
will wear them, or for specific rituals that
are being done.

celebrated Actresses.Postcard. Salem State1. Shangai, Three
University Archives and Special Collections, Salem, Massachusetts.

2. Manchu Women, North of China. Postcard. Salem State University Archives and
Figure 2

22™ APEC1 POLITICAL LEADERS* ETHNIC FASHION LINF1. Guan Jin. Influences of Chinese 
Traditonal clothing Elements on 
Modem Clothing Design. 2016

2. John S. Mayor. China History of Dress. 2006-2020
3. Le Xing. Understanding Chinese Consumers Purchase Intention of Cultural Fashion 

Clothing Products: Pragmatism Over Cultural Pride. 2017

3 Special Collections, Salem, Massachusetts.
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