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Dear Miss McGlynn and 'l'he 6ivilian Defense Committee, 

I was very glad t:i> hear from you and to g&t 

the list of addresses of the fellows in the army from 

alem. Since I am in the army I now realize what a swell 

job you and your committee are/ doing in keeping in 

touch with the fellows in the service.I hope that you 

people will keep up the good work. 

You mentioned that you would like to hear 

something about Texas and mat I am doing down here. 

As you probably guessed from my address I am in the 

medical department of the army. We have completed our}{ 

b~sic training of hikes, classes, and details and are Ji 
now doing nothing but details. After four weeks of 

picking up cigarette buttsf I am getting s l ightly 

bored wit h Texas, the army, arlt more particularly 

with details. Of course you realize that Iam not comif,f. 

plaining but I know you see my point . One consolation 

is that almost all of the men in my company a.re either 

college graduates or fellows , who 'Wltll8 in their junior 
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So if they have to do 3uch jabs I gu~ss that I a lowly 

Sophomore should be willing to do them without complain 

ing. 

The s ocial life in Abilene is rather limited, 

because it is a city o.f schools , colleges and churches 

at least that is the way t he chamber of commerce puts 

it . Therefore because of i ts reputation as a center of 

culture and religion there are no saloons or l i quor 

selling establishments at all except bootl eggers . 

The whiskey they se l l is a cross it seems bet ween 1 
':Jo lt1,e II'~ 

kerosene, shellac, and lovr- p~ced gin. Most of that\ 

have tryed it at least once and I suppose it has had 

its good effect for I know sever al who a re confirmed 

prohibitionists now...gr at least until they get out 

of Texas. 

The u.s.o. in this town realy does a good 

job of entertaining the soldie rs even though the civ,.tf 

ilian mer chants try to make it apparent that their 

only mission in life is to separate the soldier from 

his money. The u.s.o. has a set schedule which they 

follow every week. It cons ists o.f dances , bicyclepartie 

and other similar amusements . Right nO\'l I am in a USO 



writing roonw and am trying to operate ot ne of their 

typewriters . Their are about a dozen Texas belles 

floating around this room tcyingg to keep a111•the popr 

dear soldiers' .. from getting lonesome, 9-f course I know 

their intentins are good but I wish they would get a new 

' 
line·. Their standard approach usuallyJ or I should say 

invariably goes something like/ this . "Good evening 

soldier , my name is Anna- Bell Hi ggins: What's 

your' s? Vlhere do you come from?/ How long have you }!~ 

been in the army? Do you like it ? \Vall I am sorry }I 

but I'll have to go and cheer up some body else . 

'C>h ~,, l) 
Good byeJ!. now. 1• Personally I think they)lefther show a 

-
little more enthusiasm in their work or they should 

stay home and attend to their knitting until the boy 

friend which they a.11 invariably have comes home 

f rom/ytY,/// the service . 

I was sorry to hear about ~i the building 

and I hope that the necessary repairs will have 

been complet ed by the time I return to school next 
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fall when the war is over I hope. I wonder s ome t i mes 

wether all the kids i n my division are back. I know 

Melville is in the Navy and I get a letter from him 

once in awhile . It seems he is going to some kind 

of gunner y school. I guess he likes it all right 

fo.r it seems to me he would like the Navy because 

of t he idea of a girl in every pod but who am I to 

talk. I also have \VOndered on several occasions 

wether 1tPat" wa s still true to "Bob'" Torrey. To 

sum i t all up I have been wonde r ing what the latest 

gossip is at s .T .c. 

I have tried to get some of the kids to 

write once in awhile but so far the only ones I have 

hear d from are Mary Powers and jane t;ronin. If any 

other people would care to vn-ite I assure them that 

I would be very happy to hear from them. 

g 

I hope you will excuse the typing and 

grammatical errors in this letter as it was #..// written 

under rather ditracting conditions, namely the u.s.o. 

girls as I have mentioned befor e . It ' s almost time to sta 

back to camp so hoping to hear from you soon I remain 

Sincere~y yuor' , /I 

. .,._,, ~ 
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