
Dear Edna, 

ENSIGN RICHARD T. CLANCY 

U. S.S. COLORADO 

% P.O. SAN FRANCISCO 

29 July 1944 

Getting a bit chummier now that I'm away from the con­

ventions of s.r.c. aren't I? I have so many let t ers to dash off 

at t his nzy- first opTortuinty in over a month that I ma forced 

to type so that I shall reach the maximum output before we get 

underway again in forty eight hours . lrhere is a great deal 

taking place out here as you may gather from the press reports. 
0 

At this writing though I am. little the worse for wear . A bit more 

tired perhaps but that's about all. I'm sorry that I am unable to 

give you en mn-the- scene report of our activities but the censor­

ship lid is now clamped don tighter than ever . The picture on 

the whole looks well but no better than to cause me to re-echo 

..__,,._~~ttl; a-tete.- this str uggle will linger 

on for ati least another three years . The opponents are no(get­

ting any easier as we near the goal line or would it be more accu 

rate to say while we start throvting the ball around inxtKkirtheir 

part of field . 

I say that I haven't written in over a month. Neith~ 

have I been in a position to receive mail . So there is quite a 

gap to befil l ed in. During the next tv<10 d~ys I am hoping that 

this lag will be taken up. You may begin to comprehend what I 

have mi ~sed in the line of news when you recollect that since I've 

received my last message from the home front, the invasion of Eur 

ope has begun and is no longer" news"• I'm anxious to learn who 

from Salem participated in the big drive . I know that you are 

busy sending out that ans similar information to us . // 



ENSIGN RICHARD T. CLANCY 

U. S.S. COLORADO 

% P.O . SAN FRANCISCO 

The weather out here at this season of the year is nigh 

on to unbearable. The run is directly overhead and believe me Old 

Sol i s showing very little mercy. My nose , ordinarliy bother some , 

during the summer, is typical of th stage Iricihman's after an 

unusually long bender. I'm told if it gets a shade brighterthey~ 

11 not let me stanri topside watches at night for fear of di sclos­

ing t he posit ion of t he ship to lurking subs . 

Found one bit of silver lining in these dark cloud s . A 

few days ago the Admiral of our Battleship division transfer .-ed his 

flag to our - ship . Among hi s staff of communicators , much to my as­

tonishment, appeared George Freeman. You may h ..,ve heard from Mr . 

Lowery that I wondered if I hadn't seen Freeman in San Frn_nci sco 

on the night of May 3rd while I was boat officer guiding a lib­

erty party back to t he ship . For the past few days we 've had many 

enthusiastic discussions of Alma Mater , its instructors amd our 

mutual friends . The Frat and Col lege social events in retrospect 

brought about many a no stalgic moment . During my senior year I 

visited Freeman at hsi school in Connecticut . So we had that in cm 

connnon to di scuss as well . He was making out spldidly theretill 
11 duty whispered low thou must t1 and t he breath of the draft board 

quickened hi s steps seaward . For the record his address is: 

Ensign George Freenan 

Ba ttle ship Div. 4 

c/o Fleet Post Off ice 

San Franci sco 

Or hi s ad re ss for the next four of f ive weeks is the same as mine . 

He follows t he Admiral whereve r he whims to go and in a few weeks 

he'll m,ke the West Virginia his flagship . 

There is litt l e more of news intere st to write about nw 

Edna, ro I' 11 clo ·,e . Remember me to everyone at Salem and to all 

your family. 

\ 
J 

Sincere~ 
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