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Program

8 am	 Continental Breakfast	 Dining Commons, second floor
	 Setup for posters in Dining Commons, first floor, and Veterans Hall, 		
	 Ellison Campus Center

8:45 am	 Opening Remarks	 Dining Commons, second floor
	 Dr. Kristin Esterberg, Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs

9 am	 Poster Session	 Dining Commons, first floor, 			 
		  and Veterans Hall, Ellison Campus 		
		  Center
	 9–9:30 am	 All posters
	 9:30–10:15 am	 Even numbered posters only
	 10:15–11 am	 Odd numbered posters only
	 11–11:30 am	 All posters

9:15 am	 Paper Sessions (see listings)

11:30 am	 Closing Remarks	 Dining Commons, second floor

Acknowledgments

We thank Dr. Kristin Esterberg, provost and vice president of academic affairs, 
and her office for sponsorship and financial support. Much of the research 
presented today was facilitated by the Institutional Review Board (IRB), its chair, 
Dean Neal DeChillo, and IRB administrator, Megan Means. We are grateful 
to Amie Marks Goodwin for her help, and we thank the staffs of the dining 
commons, copy center, media services, campus center, and facilities for all that 
they do to make this event possible.

Program Committee

Terry Lyons (chair)	 Psychology
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Ben Miller 		  Psychology
Patrice Miller		  Psychology
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  Papers 

Session I	MH  241	M ary DeChillo, Moderator

Lisa Mulman, English and Communications, Sponsor		

Brett Nolan		  The American Woman in Breakfast At Tiffany’s

Mary DeChillo, Psychology, Sponsor		

Phillip Lippens		  Veteran and Family Combat Stress: Using 
Mutual Aid and Psycho-education to Address 
Issues of Re-entry

Christine MacTaylor, Chemistry and Physics, Sponsor		

Stephen David Meaney	 Effects of Energy Drinks on Aptitude

Michael Deere, Philosophy, Sponsor		

Julianna Andrews	 You aren’t funny–a sociological and 
philosophical study of laughter

Annette Chapman-Adisho, History, Sponsor		

Ross Martin	 	 The Politics of the Johnson Dictionary

Krishna Mallick, Philosophy, Sponsor		

Emily Shepherd		  Mercury: A Man-made Mess

Patricia Johnston, Art + Design, Sponsor		

Kristy Jane Harris	 Perceptions of Asia in 17th and 18th century 
European Illustrated Travel Narratives

Jen Girgen, Criminal Justice, Sponsor		

Jenna Winslow		  Legal Responses to Domestic Violence in 
Massachusetts

Session II	MH  240	 Kevin Beckwith, Moderator

Kevin Beckwith, Economics, Sponsor

WenJing Cai		  The Tragedy of Overfishing

Lai Luo		  Rising Sea Levels and Economic Loss in the 
Maldives

Krystina Creel		  Testing the Waters

Timothy Wholley	 Overfishing is Costing Us

Dianna Concepcion	 The Economic Effects of Jamaica’s Coral Reef 
Degradation

Arjola Mishgjoni		 The Economic Effects of Ocean Acidification on 
U.S. Fisheries

John Sauvageau		 The Economic Impact of Sea Level Rise Salem, 
MA

Guang Yang		  An Investigation of China’s Rising Housing 
Prices
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Session III	ML K Room	L ucinda Damon-Bach, Moderator

Bethany Jay, History, Sponsor		

Connor Litchman	 Changing Perceptions: Causes of World War One

Michelle Barrasso	 German Participation in the Events of the 
Holocaust

Karl Rozyn		  On to Richmond: McClellan and the Peninsula

Chris Baker		  Interpretations of Violence in the Jim Crow 
South

Lucinda Damon-Bach, English, Sponsor

Roundtable: Early American Influences on Catharine Maria Sedgwick’s A New England 
Tale 

Danielle Hanscom	 Sedgwick and Bradstreet

Colleen Kelly		  Catharine Sedgwick and Jonathan Edwards

David Kostos	 	 Sedgwick as Prophesized by Winthrop

Nicole Wakefield		 An Early Influence on Sedgwick

Session IV 	MH  246	S averio Manago, Moderator

Greg Foudray, Marketing and Decision Science, Sponsor		

Katrina Gogolos, Elli Hornbacher, Elizabeth Massari, Billy Mok

		   Operations Analysis of Plum Island Coffee 		
		   Roasters

Amanda Ingemi, Zak Leete	  Application of Decision Science Models to 		
		   Business Operations

Savario Manago, Marketing and Decision Science, Sponsor		

Patrick Cargill, Patrick Fodor, Puja Lama, Corey Sapienza	

		   Decision Model of Electricity Sourcing for Essex 		
		   County

Michael Chase, Daniel Nyongo, Aaron Rosenblatt, Brittany Wirta, Rong Zhao	

		   Decision Model of Fuel Sourcing for Essex 		
		   County

Session V	P residential Room 	 J.D. Scrimgeour, Moderator

Avi Chomsky, History, Sponsor			 

Janice M. Oxford	 The Spirit of Cuba

J.D. Scrimgeour, English, Sponsor			 

JD Debski		   Performance Poetry

Jackie West		   Words to Sounds

Jennifer Selinger	  Living Up to My Middle Name

Mike Boroda		   USB Noir

Dan Brenton	 	  The Water in My Head

Joshua Cirinna		   Raised by Wolves
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Session VI	MH  238	R aminder Luther, Moderator 

Raminder Luther, Accounting and Finance, Sponsor		

Yangyang Liu, Jason Miller, Christopher Perry, Matthew Roy, Eric Safner

		  Are Leveraged Inverse ETFs Right for Individual 		
		  Investors?

Melissa DiMercurio, Nicholas Grieco, Kevin Pietrini, Michael Walton, Dan Wendt

		  ERX – Is the Bull Really Raging?

Robin Boucher, Julie Donovan, Jeffrey Laine, Lev Matusevich, Arianna Morelli

		  An Analysis of Proshares Ultra versus S&P500

Dante Frontiera, William Scholze, Younes Elmarzouki

		  Leveraged ETFs: Are they Worth the Risk for 
Individual Investors?

Session VII	S B 109	 Michele C. Dávila Gonçalves, Moderator 

Michele C. Dávila Gonçalves, Foreign Languages, Sponsor

Miriam J. Amaya		 Viviendo dentro de un infierno: el impacto en El 
Salvador de las maras

Kayla M. Jones			  Aplicación de métodos tradicionales a la 
enseñanza moderna: el programa de inmersión 
en español

Cherie A. Mann		  El significado de la predicción del Apocalipsis 
maya: los mitos acerca de su calendario

Bennett McMillan	 Después de Trujillo: la vida de los haitianos en la 
República Dominicana

Kevin M. O’Connell	 Los beneficios de ser una persona bilingüe

Bonny P. Romero	 La Hidrocefalia: causas y efectos en República 
Dominicana y Puerto Rico

Mélida E. Sánchez	 La música como herramienta en la enseñanza 
del español

Francis M. Troche	 El impacto de las organizaciones sin fines de 
lucro en la comunidad de Lawrence

Jacqueline S. Turner 	 ’Speak English, We Are in America!’ La 
alienación y discriminación de los latinos en los 
EE.UU.

Foteini Ventouris		 La narco cultura en México: ¿ejemplos de 
bandidos o héroes?
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  Posters

Biology / Joseph K. Buttner

93	 Franki Vetrano-Olsen	 Avian Visitors at Smith Pool, Cat Cove 		
		  Marine Laboratory, in Winter 2011-2012

100	 Lawrence Gleekia	 Salem State University Making a Positive 		
		  Difference in Liberia

Biology / Lisa Delissio

111	 Alisha M. Ramirez	 Fire-suppression of longleaf pines as 		
		  contributor to the decline of the critically 
		  endangered dusky gopher frog, Rana 		
		  sevosa

112	 Timothy Kasprzyk	 Conservation recommendations for the 
		  critically endangered Black stilt 			 
		  (Himantopus novaezelandiae) in a modified 	
		  New Zealand habitat

30	 Adam Furnari	 The threatened Malagasy Fossa 		
		  (Cryptoprocta ferox), a top predator on an 		
		  island with declining endemic populations

Biology / Ryan Fisher

35	 Jessica Mullen	 The Mighty SeaMonkey, Effects of Algal 		
		  Concentrations on Artemia Growth

24	 Leslie Georges	 Local Marine Sponges – Aspects of Their 		
		  Biology and Ecology

Biology / Gary Heisermann

42             Danielle St. Pierre	 Cluster headaches and the traits that make 		
		  them unique

Biology / Larry Lewis

41	 Brittney Wager	 Evidence for cellular differentiation in 		
		  Spirogyra

7	 Tarnue Kolmene	 Effects of direct current on the growth and 		
		  development of Ocimum basilicum (basil 		
		  plants)

Biology / David E. Mercer

54	  Jodie Trivedi	 Is it Heart Disease that is Killing Americans 		
		  or is it the American lifestyle?

Biology / Thomas Nelson Scottgale

86	    Jane Cardillo Fitzpatrick	 Determining the Optimal Concentration 		
			   of  YFP Plasmid Required in Electroporation 	
			   of CFBE Cells to Produce Optimal Amounts 
			   of  Transfected Cells for Use in High-		
			   Throughput Screening Assays.
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Chemistry and Physics / Christine MacTaylor

114	 Trisha Aselin, Robert Morris	 SSU Water Quality

107	 Julianna Armstrong	 Development of Greener Vanillin Extraction 		
		  Methods

6	 Richard Barnes	 Testing Apples for Pesticides

106	 Michelle Boucher	 How Much Caffeine is in That Drink?

85	 Michael Dullen	 It’s a Bug’s Life

36	 Travis Ellyson	 Testing Metals in Various Brands of Tuna

102	 Trisha Gonsiorowski	 Comparison of Metals in Various Brands of 		
		  Bottled Waters

37	 Joseph LaPointe	 Quantification of Impurities in Cooking Oils 		
		  Using DART

103	 Stephen Meaney	 Quantification of Sugar and Caffeine in 
		  Drinks and Their Effects on Academic 		
		  Performance

19	 Christopher James Meneades	 Design of a Thermoelectric Generator

91	 Irida Mustafa	 Study of pH Range and Efficacy of HIV 		
		  Immunoassy Tests

52	 Bimal Parajuli	 Pesticides in Fruit Juice

90	 Dimitrios Pelekoudas	 Possible Effects of Metals, Dyes and 		
		  Additives in Medicine

99	 Roshan Sedhai	 Comparison of Metals in Various Brands of 		
		  Honey

26	 Nicholas Sullivan	 Study of the Effects of Various Light 		
		  Sources on Break Down of Melatonin

29	 Biswash Thakuri	 Biofuel from Recycling

43	 Christine Vo	 Are there Antibiotics in Your Shrimp?

22	 Vinh Vo	 Metals in Hair: Is There a Link to Smoke?

45	 Westley White	 What’s in Those Eggs?

Chemistry and Physics / Mustafa Yatin

51	 Tianna Da Silva	 Brachytherapy

60	 Amanda Gallagher	 Imaging Studies in Primary Models of 		
		  Addiction

56	 Rebecca Modiste	 Radioiodine Radiation Therapy

Communications / Robert Brown

21	       Jennifer Fuller	 Experiential Learning in Communications: 	
		  A Reflection of My Experiences Through the 	
		  EXPECT Program at Salem State University

Computer Science / Bo Hatfield

5	    Amanda Welch	 Soft Circuits, E-Textiles, and the Pressure 		
		  Sensing Quilt
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Computer Science / Beifang Yi

8	 Najir Pandey	 Real-time Extraction and Simulation of 		
		  Facial Features

4	 Binh Phan	 Medical Image Processing for 3D 			 
		  Visualization

Economics / Dorothy R. Siden

110	 Ahmadou Balde	 Is Inflation in Africa a Hindrance to its 		
		  Growth?

89	 Wyke Bazirake	 Can U.S. Hospitals Recycle Products From 	
		  Their Waste Streams With Economic 		
	                                                                     Benefits to Both the Hospitals and the 		
		  Environment.

95	 Wenjing Cai	 The Risk of Investments in the Renewable 		
		  Energy Market

98	 Kristina Creel	 The Attractiveness Bonus -  Do Attractive 		
		  People Get Paid More?   

104	 Charles Dobre-Badobre	 Impact of Foreign Aid in Third World 		
		  Countries: The Case of Africa

105	 Joshua Giller	 What Effect Do Line Movements and Bet 		
		  Timing Have on the Betting Market?

15	 Bernadette MacDonald	 The Economic Impacts and Costs of 		
		  Obesity: What Can Be Done To Help?

16	 Molly McHugh	 Does Birth Order Influence Economic 		
		  Success?

11	 Arjola Mishgjoni	 The Economic Effects of Illegal Immigration 	
		  on the Labor Market

12	 Jessica Mooers	 Income vs. Substitution Effects (capital 		
	                                                                     expenditure vs. new hires) in Bonus 		
		  Depreciation Tax Cuts

38	 Thomas Morrison	 Do Sin-Taxes Curb Bad Behavior

39	 Richard Moylan	 An Economic Policy Can Result in the 		
		  Downfall of Governments

40	 Vinh Nguyen	 Microfinance’s Empowerment to Women in 		
		  Rural Asia. 

101	 Christopher Noble	 Moral Hazard and Too Big To Fail: Can both 		
		  be controlled through the implementation 		
		  of the Dodd Frank Act?

108	 He Sun	 Is Contemporary China’s Land 			 
		  Development Sustainable?  An Analysis

53	 Juan De Los Santos	 Consumer Financial Protection Bureau - 		
		  Will it Make a Difference for Consumers 

55	 Jasmine Semper	 Teenage Fertility and Its Effect on the 		
		  Economy

58	 Guang Yang	 Can China’s Export-led Growth Continue? 

3	 Qian Zhang	 Female Education and Economic Growth in 	
		  China
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English / J.D. Scrimgeour

9           Chelsea Fish	 Words That Travel

10         Emily Havey	 A Rose From Emily

31         Marta Delannoy	 Lyrics

32         Kendra Gaylord	 Everyone Has Green Eyes

English / Keja Valens

61	 Andrew McGuinness	 Living Well: An Introspective on the effect 		
	                                                                        of Mental and Physical Handicaps on the 		
		  Family

Geography / Lorri Krebs

13	 Aaron Hughes	 What’s it Worth? The Value of an 			 
		  Undergraduate Degree in Education

14	 Hannah Barthelemy	 River Pollution’s Effect on Invertebrates

96	 Kathy Homan	 Who were the 20 people executed in the 		
		  Salem Witch Trials?

97	 Ann Jeanette Forward	 Essex County as a Cultural Tourism 		
		  Destination

73	 Courtney Lynch	 Saving Recess?

59	 Stephanie Grossi	 Does Inclusion Really Include Everyone?

44	 Silvie Lockerova	 Correlation between open space and 		
		  sustainable land use in Dogtown Common, 	
		  Cape Ann, MA

Geography / Stephen Young

33-34    Victor Anaka, Erin Burke, 	 SSU Sustainability Website 
             Gabriana Camacho-Desousa,  
             Nicholas Gilroy, Edmar Goncalves,  
             John Keller, Fatou Mandiang,  
             Hannah Mckeon, Danielle  
             Passanisi, Raymond St. Amand 	

81         Adam Kohn, John Sauvageau, 	 Changes in cloud cover over Northeastern 		
             Casia Terenzoni, Jennifer Titus 	 North America as captured by the Terra 		
		  MODIS satellite

Geology / Brad Hubeny

80         Shaina Cohen	 An integrated analysis of back-barrier  
		  sands, Phillips Beach, Swampscott, MA, 		
		  USA

82         Kevin McAndrews	 A multi-proxy analysis of dated sediment 
		  cores from Natanis, Jim, and Tea Ponds, 		
		  Franklin County, Maine

116        John Strom	 Stratigraphy and geologic history of 		
		  Vatnsdalsvatn, Iceland

117       Kristen McCormack	 Stratigraphy and Geologic History of 		
		  Phillips Beach (MA) Back-Barrier Lagoons
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Geology / Rory R. McFAdden

115	 Benjamin M. DiFrancesco	 Microstructural study of the mantling units 
		  of the Pelham Gneiss Dome, Central 		
		  Massachusetts 

79	 Kristine Whittemore	 A petrographic analysis of Castle Rock, 		
		  Marblehead Neck, Massachusetts

Geology / Peter Sablock

88	 Erik Smith	 Using Integrated Geophysical Methods to  
		  find the Site of an 18th Century Tavern in 		
		  York, Maine

History / Andrew Darien

2	 Alicia M. Poore	 A Historical Study of The Electoral College

Interdisciplinary Studies / American Studies / Elizabeth Duclos-Orsello

27         Kristine Paglia	 What is “Low Income Housing”?: A Local 		
		  Study of Two Definitions

20         Timothy Kachel	 American Studies: A Method for Public 		
		  Cultural Work in the 21st Century (Case 		
		  Study at the PEM)

Marketing and Decision Science and Management / Elizabeth Haran and David Goodof

118        Stephen Lamonica, Gary Littles, 	 A Longitudinal Study of the Bertolon 		
             Jesse Mader, Catherine O’Neill,  	 School of Business Peer Mentor Program 
             Sarah Shahin		

Marketing and Decision Science / Youqin Pan

28         Rong Zhao	 Empirical mode decomposition analysis of 		
		  stock index

Mathematics / Pedro Poitevin 

83	 Kayla Bishop	 Sprouts to Spouts

Nursing / Maureen McRae

84         Jessica Awad	 Hookah: Health Beliefs of Salem State 		
		  Nursing Students

23         Stefanie Zina	 Senile Dementia: Implications for Nursing 		
		  Practice

Psychology / Sophia Evett

50         Arianne Schwartz, Katie Croce, 	 Gender Stereotypes in Job Advertisements 
             Midori Liseux

46         Regan Gelineau	 The Relation of Color and Mood

72         Daphney Valbrune	 Effect of Divorce on Children

57         Lauren DiCredico	 The Relationship Between Sports 
		  Participation of Salem State Athletes 
		  and Self-Perception
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Psychology / Teresa M. Lyons

109       Lisa O’Donnell	 The Presence of Others: How They Can 		
		  Affect Helping Decisions

92         Sara R. Nass	 The Effects of Mood and Conformity on 		
		  False Consensus

Psychology / Benjamin Miller

113	 Karen Harkins	 Solitude preferences of adolescent ESL 		
		  students

Social Work / Patricia Connolly

62	 Luz Celenia Garay 	 How Accessible is Accessibility

Sport and Movement Science / KC Bloom

87	 Colleen Cody	 Visitation in Massachusetts State Parks: 

		  The Halibut Point Case Study

Sport and Movement Science / Jennifer El-Sherif

94	 Karyn Hickey	 Changing the Image of Physical Education

Theater and Speech Communication / Elizabeth Hart

17         Mirelys Vacca, Shaunte Killam	 Should we ban cell phone use while 		
		  driving? YES

18         Nora Kurbaj, Sara Forman	 Should we ban cell phone use while 		
		  driving? NO

Theater and Speech Communication / Christopher Morris

1           Tannis Boyajian	 Technical Director for Shakespeare’s 		
		  Twelfth Night

25         Desiree Sharlee Marquant	 Costuming The Ghost of Troy
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